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THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, GOD  
AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, EASTER SUNDAY – PASCHA  

Воскресіння Господа, Бога й Спасителя нашого Ісуса Христа, 
Великдень – Пасха        

March / Березня 31іе, 2024 A.D. 
 

 

Daily Liturgical and Sacramental Services celebrated during week: 
 

MARCH 31st, 2024 A.D. – THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST,  
                                                       EASTER SUNDAY – PASCHA (Church services in Kelowna, BC) 

at 7:30 a.m.  – Paschal Procession, Easter Matins, the Divine Liturgy, and blessing of the Easter Food in baskets (Eng./Ukr.)                    

BRIGHT MONDAY April 1st at 10:00 a.m.   – The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. 
BRIGHT TUESDAY April 2nd at 9:30 a.m.   – The Divine Liturgy: repose of the soul of Mrs.Lilly-Anne Sitter (6th year memorial service is   

                                                                                                           requested by Ms. Marie Shandalla and The Family)  
                              6:30 p.m. - 6:55 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession 
                              7:00 p.m: Rosary: for Peace in Ukraine / Вервиця: за Мир в Україні 
 

BRIGHT THURSDAY April 4th at 9:30 a.m.–The Divine Liturgy: repose of the soul of Mrs.Sandra Shynkaryk 
BRIGHT FRIDAY April 5th at 9:30 a.m. – The Divine Liturgy: repose of the souls of All Deceased Parishioners and Family Members 
BRIGHT SATURDAY April 6th (Bible Studies, Church Services in Penticton, BC) at 3:40 p.m. Lectio Divina / Bible Studies:  

4:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (Eng./Ukr.) 

After the Liturgy will be distributing of the Artos /the Blessed Bread and myrovania / blessing with Holy Oil 
 

THOMAS SUNDAY April 7th at 8:15 a.m. Rosary: (Service in Kelowna, BC)  
    at 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, family members, all relatives and friends (Eng./Ukr.) 

 

After the Liturgy will be distributing of the Artos /the Blessed Bread and myrovania / blessing with Holy Oil. 
 

 

Please contact Fr. Pavlo if you want to have the Divine Liturgies celebrated in your special intentions, such as: In Thanksgiving 
for Favours Received, the Infirm, General Intentions, Repose of the Deceased, Help of the Holy Spirit, for the Travelers, 

Students, Workers, etc. In case of emergency phone (250) 299-7249. If you would like to come to Confession, meet with the 
parish priest individually at the church or parish office, receive spiritual care and support via telephone or internet, want him to 
bless your home with annual traditional and pastoral blessings visiting you, your relatives or friends at their home, hospital or 

care homes, call or email the pastor in advance to arrange time and a day.  
 

 

 Please, let us know about your attendance at our Parish Easter Lunch after the 9 a.m. bilingual Divine Liturgy on 
Sundy of April 14th., 2024 A.D.  by signing up a list located at the entrance to the church in the vestibule, phoning or sending an email 
our parish office manager by no later than 3 p.m. on Wednesday of April 10th, 2024 A.D.  It will truly help us to know the amount of food 
to be prepared for the parishioners and guests attending.   

 

 

Christian Greetings: (March 31st - May 9th):  Christ Is Risen! - Indeed, He Is Risen!      

Chrystos Voskres! - Voistynu Voskres!   Христос Воскрес! - Воістину Воскрес!             

Christ is among us!   –  He is and will be! 

THE VIBRANT PARISH - A PLACE TO ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST: Through the Word, 
the Holy Mysteries & Prayer, Serving One’s Neighbour, Leadership, Fostering & Serving 

Unity and Missionary Spirit.    – Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav  
 

 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US BY PRAYING TO THE ALMIGHTY GOD AT THE CHURCH AND ON-LINE!   
Welcome, pray, greet, and wish you and all your dear ones to be guided by the Holy Spirit, 

blessed with joy, peace, good health, unity, and Christian love and respect today and always!  
Your pastor has thoughtfully prepared this church weekly letter/bulletin for you to pray read, 

spiritual growth and as Christians with conscious, constant awareness of The Divine Creator to 
evangelize daily and by responsibly and honestly sharing with all people the Good News/Gospel 

of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ in the World today!    
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mailto:dormitionofficemanager@gmail.com
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Liturgical propers in English language:    
 

Liturgical Instruction: After the priest exclaims “Blessed is the Kingdom” and we have responded “Amen,” the clergy sing the following 
Troparion once and the people repeat it. Then the clergy sing the first half, and we conclude it. This is done every day until the Wednesday 
before Ascension Thursday. Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life. (3x) 

 

First Antiphon: 
Verse 1: Shout to the Lord, all the earth, sing now to His name, give glory to His praise (Ps 65:2).         
         Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us. 
Verse 2: Say unto God, ‘How awesome are your works! Because of the greatness of Your strength Your enemies will flatter you’ (Ps 65:3).                                                                                                                                                                    
        Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God... 
Verse 3: Let all the earth worship You and sing to You, let it sing to Your name, O Most High! (Ps 65:3) 
       Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God... 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 
Only - Begotten Son ... (page 23) 

Third Antiphon: 
Verse 1: Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered; let those who hate Him flee from before His face (Ps 67:2).  

          Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life. 
Verse 2: As smoke vanishes, let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire (Ps 67:3).  

           Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead... 
Verse 3: So let sinners perish before the face of God, but let the righteous be glad (Ps 67:3-4).  

           Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead... 
                                             At the Small Entrance:   

Priest:  Wisdom! Stand aright! 
Entrance: In the churches bless God, the Lord from the fountains of Israel (Ps 67:27).  
         Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 
    Kontakion (tone 8): Though You descended into a tomb, O Immortal One, yet You destroyed the power of Hades; and You rose as victor, 

O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women: Rejoice! and giving peace to Your apostles: You, who grant Resurrection to the fallen.  
Instead of "Holy God...": All you, who have been baptized into Christ, you have put on Christ! Alleluia! (x3) 

Prokimenon (tone 8): This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Ps 117:24).  
         Verse: Give thanks to the Lord for He is good for His mercy endures forever (Ps 117:1).  

Prokimenon (tone 8): This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Ps 117:24).  
Epistle: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:1-9) 

In my first account, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up to heaven, having first instructed 
the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit. In the time after his suffering he showed them in many convincing ways that he was alive, 
appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking to them about the reign of God. On one occasion when he met with them, he 
told them not to leave Jerusalem: “Wait, rather, for the fulfillment of my Father’s promise, of which you have heard me speak. John baptized 
with water, but within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

While they were with him they asked, “Lord, are you going to restore the rule to Israel now?” His answer was: “The exact time it is not 
yours to know. The Father has reserved that to himself. You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes down on you; then you are to be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, yes, even to the ends of the earth.” No sooner had he said this than he was lifted 
up before their eyes in a cloud which took him from their sight.         

Alleluia (tone 4): When You rise, You will have compassion on Zion (Ps 101:14). The Lord looked down from heaven to earth to hear 
the groans of the prisoners, to set free the sons of those put to death (Ps 101:20). Alleluia! (x3) 

Gospel (John 1:1-17) 
In the beginning was the Word: the Word was in God’s presence, and the Word was God. He was present to God in the Beginning. 

Through him all things came into being, and apart from him nothing came to be. Whatever came to be in him, found life, life for the light of all. 
The light shines on in darkness, a darkness that did not overcome it. There was a man named John sent by God, that through him all might 
believe- but only to testify to the light, for he himself was not the light. The real light which gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and through him the world was made, yet the world did not know who he was. To his own he came, yet his own did not 
accept him. Any who did accept him he empowered to become children of God. These are they who believe in his name – who were begotten 
not by blood, nor by carnal desire, nor by man’s willing it, but by God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we have 
seen his glory: the glory of an only Son coming from the Father, filled with enduring love. John testified to him by proclaiming: “This is he 
ahead of me, for he was before me.” Of his fullness we have all had a share – love following upon love. For while the law was given through 
Moses, this enduring love came through Jesus Christ. 

     Instead of “It is truly...”: The Angel cried out to the One full of Grace: O chaste Virgin, rejoice! And again I say, Rejoice! Your Son has 
risen from the tomb on the third day, and raised the dead. Let all people rejoice!    

     Irmos (tone 1): Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! for the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! Exult now and be glad, O Zion! And you, 
O chaste Mother of God, take delight in the resurrection of your Son.  

Communion Verse: Receive the body of Christ; taste the fountain of immortality. Alleluia! (x3)  
  Instead of "Blessed is He...": Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life. 

  Instead of "We have seen the true light...": Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He 
granted life. 
  Instead of "Let our mouths..":Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life.(x3). 

  Instead of "Blessed be the name of the Lord...": Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He 
granted life. (x3). 
    Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life. (x3). 
            Priest: And to us He has granted life eternal! 
         Faithful: We bow down before His resurrection on the third day! 



 

Літургійні частини Українською мовою:    
 

Літургійні рубрики: Після того, як священик виголошує “Благословенне Царство” й люди відповідають “Амінь”, 
священики співають Тропар один раз, а люди його повторюють. Далі священики співають першу половину, а люди 

завершують другу. Так робимо щодня, аж до середи перед четвергом Вознесіння. Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю 
смерть подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував (х3). 

 Антифон 1  
Стих 1: Воскликніте Господеві, вся земле! Співайте ж імені його, віддайте славу хвалі його. 
       Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас.  
Стих 2: Скажіте Богові: Як страшні діла твої, задля великої сили твоєї підлещуються тобі вороги твої (Пс 65, 3).  

Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас.  
Стих 3: Вся земля нехай поклониться тобі і співає тобі, нехай же співає імені твоєму, Всевишній (Пс 65, 4).       
       Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас.  

Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові. І нині, і повсякчас, і на віки вічні. Амінь. 
 Єдинородний Сину ... (ст. 22) 
 

 Антифон 3  
Стих 1: Нехай воскресне Бог і розбіжаться вороги його, і нехай тікають від лиця його ті, що ненавидять його (Пс 67, 2).  
     Тропар: Христос воскрес із мертвих ....  
Стих 2: Як іщезає дим, нехай іщезнуть, як тане віск від лиця вогню (Пс 67, 3).          Тропар: Христос воскрес із мертвих ....  
Стих 3: Так нехай погибнуть грішники від лиця Божого, а праведники нехай возвеселяться. Тропар: Христос воскрес із мертвих.  

 Вхідне співаємо, коли священик виголошує “Прeмудрість, прості”.   
Вхідне: В церквах благословіть Бога, Господа, ви – з джерел ізраїлевих (Пс 67, 27).     Тропар: Христос воскрес із мертвих .... 

Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові. І нині, і повсякчас, і на віки вічні. Амінь. 
 Кондак (глас 8): Хоч і у гріб зійшов ти, Безсмертний, та адову зруйнував ти силу, і воскрес єси як переможець, Христе Боже, 

жінкам-мироносицям звістивши: Радуйтеся, і твоїм апостолам мир даруєш, падшим подаєш воскресіння.  
Замість Трисвятого: Ви, що в Христа хрестилися, у Христа зодягнулися. Алилуя! (3х)  
Прокімен (глас 8): Це день, що його створив Господь, возрадуємося і возвеселімся в нім.  

Стих: Сповідуйтеся Господеві, бо він благий, бо на віки милість його.  
Апостол: Діянь Святих Апостолів читання (Дн. 1, 1-8): 

Першу книгу я написав, о Теофіле, про все, що Ісус робив та що навчав від початку аж до дня, коли вознісся, давши 
Святим Духом накази апостолам, яких собі вибрав. Він показував їм себе також у численних доказах живим після своєї муки, 
з'являючись сорок день їм і розповідаючи про Боже Царство. Тоді ж саме, як споживав хліб-сіль із ними, він наказав їм 
Єрусалиму не кидати, але чекати обітниці Отця, що її ви від мене чули; бо Йоан христив водою, ви ж будете хрищені по 
кількох цих днях Святим Духом. Отож, зійшовшися, вони питали його: «Господи, чи цього часу знову відбудуєш Ізраїлеві 
царство?» Він відповів їм: «Не ваша справа знати час і пору, що їх Отець призначив у своїй владі. Та ви приймете силу 
Святого Духа, що на вас зійде, і будете моїми свідками в Єрусалимі, у всій Юдеї та Самарії й аж до краю землі. »  

Алилуя (глас 4):  Ти, воскресши, помилуєш Сіона (Пс. 101,14). Господь з неба на землю споглянув (Пс.101,20).  
Євангеліє: (Ів. 1, 1-18) 

В началі було Слово, і Слово було в Бога, і Слово було Бог. З Богом воно було споконвіку. Ним постало все, і ніщо, що 
постало, не постало без нього. У ньому було життя, і життя було світло людей. І Світло світить у темряві, і темрява 
його не пойняла. Був чоловік, посланий Богом, якому ім’я Іван. Прийшов він свідком, щоб свідчити про Світло, щоб усі через 
нього увірували. Не був він Світло, був лише, щоб свідчити про Світло. Справжнє Світло було те, що просвічує кожну 
людину. Воно прийшло у цей світ. Було у світі, і світ постав через нього, і світ не пізнав його. Прийшло до своїх, і свої його 
не прийняли. Котрі ж його прийняли, тим дало змогу дітьми Божими стати – тим, що вірують в ім’я його, які не з крови, 
ні не з тілесного бажання, ні з похоті чоловічої, але від Бога народилися. І Слово стало тілом, і оселилося між нами, і ми 
бачили його славу – славу Єдинородного від Отця, повного благодаті та істини. Іван свідчить про нього і проголошує, 
кажучи: Ось той, про кого я говорив: Той, що йде за мною, існував передо мною, був раніш за мене. З його повноти ми всі 
прийняли – благодать за благодать. Закон був даний Мойсеєм, благодать же та істина прийшла через Ісуса Христа. 

 
 Замість Достойно: Ангел сповіщав Благодатній: Чистая Діво, радуйся. І знову кажу: Радуйся. Твій Син воскрес 

тридневний із гробу, і мертвих воздвигнув він; люди, веселіться.  
 Ірмос (глас 1): Світися, світися, новий Єрусалиме, слава бо Господня на тобі возсіяла. Радій нині і веселися, Сіоне. А ти, 

Чистая, красуйся, Богородице, востанням рождення твого.  
 
 Причасний: Тіло Христове прийміть, джерела безсмертного споживіть. Алилуя (х3).  
 Замість Благословен, хто йде в ім'я Господнє: Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть подолав, і тим, що в гробах, 

життя дарував.  
Замість Ми бачили світло істинне: Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував.  
Замість Нехай сповняться: Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував (х3).  
Замість Будь ім'я Господнє: Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував (х3).  

Під час відпусту “Христос воскрес” співається один раз (на просту мелодію) замість “Слава Отцю…” Тоді знову 
співається Тропар “Христос воскрес”, як і на початку Літургії, але з додатковим закінченням.  

 
Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував (х3). 

І нам дарував життя вічне, поклоняємось його тридневному воскресінню 

 



 
THANK THANK YOU VERY MUCH!      ЩИРО BAM ДЯКУЄМО! 

 Gratitude to all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all Christian people of the good will who by their kindness share time, 
talents and treasures, help to clean inside and outside our church building, and to every person who knowingly or unknowingly for the other 

people thoughtfully make donations, organized, participate at our parish community Christian ministry, volunteered by helping our parish 
community and via our Christian church in various ways helping people, supporting people of Ukraine at the time of war, and projects inside 
and as Christian missionaries praying and reaching outside our parish to very challenging and unpeaceful World today by keeping and sharing 
their Christian love, respect and unity in Christ by looking after and graciously supporting our Christian, Catholic Church communities in 
Okanagan Valley!     

 DONATIONS!   Amid war in Ukraine and Covid-19 Pandemic causing many difficulties and challenging times we continue to rely on 
your Christian care, understanding, support and generosity!  Please continue to support our parish financially by  e-transfer to 
dormitionetransfer2023@gmail.com   or mailing a cheque payable to Dormition of  the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church   
1091 Coronation Ave., Kelowna, BC  V1Y 7A8  Thank you for your support and care at this uneasy time for us all!      “Remember, O Lord, 
those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor.  Send down Your mercy upon all of us!”  
(A Prayer from the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom) 

 

      

HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE PEOPLE IN UKRAINE: The people of Ukraine need your help. As we mark the 10th 
year of the war in Ukraine, millions of the country’s inhabitants are in dire straits. Constant bombardment, frigid 
temperatures, fluctuating power, lack of food, shelter and other basic necessities. As part of your Lenten sacrifice, 
kindly consider making a donation towards providing emergency services and humanitarian and pastoral support to 
Ukrainians by offering care, medical supplies, food, clothing and shelter to displaced persons, the elderly and the 
sick, as well as educational programs and support to local priests. For example, for only $25, an emergency food 
package can provide much needed relief. $100 can buy four packages. Each package will feed 2 persons for 1 week.  

Donations may be made through your local parish, the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster, or directly to Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association - Canada (cnewa.ca). For information on how your donation is making a difference, see Catholic Near East Welfare 
Association’s 2022 Campaign Report: Ukraine Emergency Relief.     May God bless you and your family for your generosity. 

Help Ukraine! Please pray! Stay informed!  Donate. https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/     
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/34002-caritas-prepared-should-tanks-roll?mc_cid=839560d5dd&mc_eid=995513d2e2 

 
GREETINGS!            ЩИРО BAС ВІТАЄМО! 

        May the Almighty God bless in good health, peace, love, joy and salvation in many, happy and blessed years of life 
to Mrs. Vira Hula on her birthday (March 24th), Mrs. Vira Balych on her birthday (March 27th), Mr. Larry and Mrs. Lorraine 

Pasemko on their wedding anniversary (March 27th), Mr. Eldon Hnylycia on his birthday (March 31th), Mr. Yuriy Matsychko on his birthday 

(March 31th), Daniel Herzog on his birthday (March 28th), Mrs. Lilia Mykhnevych on her birthday (April 1st), Mr. Robert McBride on his 
birthday (April 2nd), and to all Christians at this very important, salvific spiritual journey of the Easter Sunday and Bright Week, and to 
all the faithful Christians celebrating their birthdays, heavenly patron’s name-days, wedding anniversaries, Family Weekend and any 
other special anniversaries and celebrations this week Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita / Many Blessed Years of Life!    

NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• LIVE STREAMING of church services from Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kelowna, B.C.: 
Please join our Christian prayerful community at https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5 

You can also view 24 / 7 many inspiring videos, articles, pictures, etc. are regularly published by the pastor. Please visit our parish 
Facebook page: DormitinionKelowna Parish: https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5      

• Please visit and pray via our Cathedral Facebook page for live-stream videos of the liturgical services at The Holy Eucharist Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral in New Westminster, BC: https://www.facebook.com/holyeucharistcathedral/   

        Please, be assured that Rev. Fr. Pavlo Myts, as your spiritual father-pastor, is gratefully praying to The Almighty God, loving, thinking 
and spiritually carrying for all of you daily! Please pray for one another and especially for those who are ill, suffering be being affected by 
disasters, war in Ukraine! Let us always be co-responsible to ensure that we are all well.  
 

 

          PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: Lucy D., Janet F., Volodymyr P., Ivan L., Ray Saranchuk and Family, Cameron V., Rose 
Ostopowich, Keyton A., Shelley M., Fanny Kim, Danny M, Jordan M. Torin S., Sabre S., Keyton M., Dylan M., Bernard M., Darrin M.,Kit C., 
Shirley C., George Dashkewytch, Kay Ilnitski, Kalyna Kociuba, William Shuya, Peter Huska and Family, Roma Nowakowski, Barbara and 
Vincent Pasternak, The Hillman Family, Joseph Stetch, Rosa Maria Santos, Anita N., Ron and Verna Shoemaker, Jonas and Anne, Alyssa 
and Adam, Teresa Huculak, Mark and Asia, Karen Feniuk, Volodymyr Melnyk, Shelley Zemliak, Ron Horon, Adeline Sorochuk,  Aretta Manion 
and The Family, Daniella-Daryna Tomashevska and The Family, Shane Bettin, Patricia Sawadsky, Michael Shykula, Robert Emery, Anne 

Dressler, Lorraine Pasemko, Rose Gaba, Bill Boitson, Walter Achtymichuk, Mary Harasymyshyn, Veronica Chernesky, Helen Hut, Elizabeth 
Hnylycia, Leah Chernesky, for peace in the World, for all people defending Ukraine and all refugees at the time of war, Dmyterko Families, 
Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy and The Family, Fr. Pavlo Myts and The Family, and all members of our Christian parochial family and those who are 
not able to join actively in our community, your families, relatives, friends and neighbours; governments and armed forces, especially the shut-
in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, nursing and senior homes, seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing 
with God’s answer; your spiritual fathers, those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the family 
they leave behind; widows and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those who hate, use & hurt us; and all people who have 
asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep praying those daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember 
to ask for special blessings to all Christian families and yourselves!  REMINDER for families of individuals, who are admitted to hospital. If you 
or a family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish rectory office 

to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you are in hospital, as privacy legislation.      
 

       SPIRIT OF CHRISTIAN AWARENESS: Dear parishioners, if our brother or sister in Christ, who usually sits next to you, is not in 
the Church today, please phone him / her and ask how he / she is doing. Let him or her know that our parish community misses his 
or her at the church very much and prays for them daily!  We also pray for the people of Ukraine, that with the help of the Holy Spirit, they 
may obtain social peace, political harmony and economic stability: Lord, hear us and have mercy.   

mailto:dormitionetransfer2023@gmail.com
https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/34002-caritas-prepared-should-tanks-roll?mc_cid=839560d5dd&mc_eid=995513d2e2
https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
https://www.facebook.com/holyeucharistcathedral/


 
 

       Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion: You are a member of the Catholic Church (faithful of the Orthodox churches 
are very welcome to receive Holy Communion); 2) You have participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the Easter or 
Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; 3) You attend Divine Services regularly; 4) Your lifestyle is consistent with the teaching 
of the Catholic Church; 5) You have kept the Liturgical fast – no food at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy (water and medicine does 
not break the fast). 6) You have been in church from the beginning of the service, or at least heard the Gospel. 7) To the best of your ability, 
you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you cannot receive Holy Communion, you are very welcome to come for a 
blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his blessing.  

       Pastoral and Sacramental Ministry:  Baptisms: by appointment.    Marriages: six months’ notice should be given to the parish priest, 
and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made.   Reconciliation: by appointment.      Holy Communion: for the sick, 
by appointment, any time. Holy Unction (Anointing of the Sick): Those anticipating surgery, hospitalization or treatments and who would like 
to receive anointing (by appointment, any time). Funerals and Memorials: by appointment.  

 

 The Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr`s Shrine is praying the rosary for Ukraine every Wednesday at 1:30 pm (CDT),                               
 at Saint Joseph`s Ukrainian Catholic Church. We are inviting all Catholic churches to join us in prayer. We thank you in advance for your 

cooperation and support. Pray for Ukraine. Slava Ukraini!        YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFDrZoGsYeJG1IqgdZyfYMA 

The Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine is located in Winnipeg.  We invite those that might be traveling 
this summer to plan a spiritual pilgrimage to spend time before the Holy Relics of Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky!     The 
Redemptorist TV team:    www.redemptorist.tv 

YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND RESPECT OF OTHERS: 
      After each Divine Liturgy and every church service, please, keep silence in the House of the Lord as some of the 
faithful are still praying at the church as well. In consideration of other Christians at the church-house of prayer to the 
Lord Our Almighty and Omnipresent God, please do not leave any items in the pews. Always love, pray and be respectful toward other people! 
Let each of us do our part to be true stewards of our parish church by helping to keep the church building safe and clean. Thank you very much 
for your understanding, help and care! Please always remember that we come together to the church to glorify Lord Our God and 
spiritually grow as a Christian community and church as house of prayer helps us during our temporal life journey.  
 

 

Christian prayers- petitions for tUkrainiane: «Ще молимось, щоб Господь Бог у своєму милосерді споглянув на весь наш український 
народ, у цей час війни захистив щитом своєї всемогутньої опіки наші міста і села, зцілив рани терплячих, подав свою вселаскаву 

допомогу всім потребуючим та дарував нам свій благословенний мир.  
Господи, вислухай і милостиво помилуй. 

  

We also pray that the Lord God in His mercy will look upon our Ukrainian people, in this time of war and safeguard all cities and villages with 
His almighty protection, heal the wounds of those who suffer, grant His all-merciful help to all those in need and grant us His blessed peace. 

Lord, hear us and mercifully have mercy.  
 

Ще молимось, щоб всемилостивий Господь укріпив силою своєю українських воїнів, які захищають Батьківщину від російського 
агресора. Благаємо, щоб вони були збережені від ворожих нападів і всякої смертоносної рани та здобули перемогу в боротьбі за 

волю і гідність нашого народу. Господи, вислухай і милостиво помилуй». 
 

We also pray that our all-merciful Lord will strengthen those defending the freedom of Ukraine and convert the hearts and souls of the 
Russian aggressors. We pray that those defending the freedom of Ukraine will be protected from enemy attacks and any deadly wound and 

will win the fight for the freedom and dignity of our people. Lord, hear us and have mercy. 
 

       FAITHFUL GIVING … Please, remember that we never take a day off or a vacation from God, or from our obligation to attend Divine 
Liturgy on Sundays and Holy Days. When traveling, working, participating in different sport’s tournaments, activities or studying, please, make 
sure you check out the service schedule for the area churches at our eparchial website: www.nweparchy.ca and attend the Divine Liturgy. 
Remember as well, that while parishioners may be away and on vacation, the parish-church is not. Expenses continue as they do throughout 
the year. Please, remain consistent in your gifts to parish. Your weekly Sunday offering is important to our financial well-being. If you are 
away, we appreciate it when you forward your “make-up” donations. The financial stability of the parish counts on regular Sunday contributions. 
One day every one of us will end his or her earthly journey. Every day we are all getting closer to that moment. No person will be able after 
physical death to use his or her earthly temporal treasures anymore. Always remember that, continue to be honest, loving, carrying, supportive, 

positive and generous! God bless all you!   Be aware and remember that your help is always 
appreciated, and we still need more parishioners to volunteer! Thank you for your support and care 
at this uneasy time for us all.  “Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your 
holy churches and remembering the poor.  Send down Your mercy upon all of us!”     (A Prayer from 
the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom)  

  Bequests and Wills: Leaving a bequest is a process of giving a donation through your 
will. It is simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and 
testament. It can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your 
lawyer about the process. In your kindness, please remember Resurrection of Jesus Christ Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish in Penticton, BC and Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Kelowna, BC in your bequests and wills. If anyone wishes to make such a bequest in their will, the 
following clause may be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to Dormition of the 
Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church at 1091 Coronation Avenue, Kelowna, BC V1Y 7A8    or to 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Penticton, BC, the sum of $________ (or 
____% of my estate), to be used for the benefit of the church/parish and it's needs and pastoral 
ministry.  

 YOUR HELP IS NEEDED AND ALWAYS TRULY APPRECIATED, BE A STEWARD OF 
GOD’S VARIED GIFTS AND GRACES THE HEAVENLY CREATOR GRACIOUSLY ENTRUSTED TO 

YOU: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our Christian parish-church? Here are 
some suggestions:  Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFDrZoGsYeJG1IqgdZyfYMA
http://www.redemptorist.tv/


 

of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward of prayer (a lady and a gentlemen faithful leaders volunteering and forming Chrisrian brothers and 
sisters prayerful groups at our parish; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in their younger years, 
want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but about “BEING” present to others! Please, feel very welcome to participate 
in our church choir singing, reading of the Epistles and others inspiring Bible texts, holding the candles during the Gospels readings, church 
singing, projects, welcoming and reaching toward other people, maintenance, receiving donations for We Help Ukraine church projects, 
welcoming visitors, etc. If you can help out, please, let us know. Please, contact Mrs. Lydia Gudz or Fr. Pavlo for more information. You will 
be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference at our spiritual, parish life! Every Christian parishioner is personally responsible before 
God for our spiritual home-parish church!  NOTE: If you wish to place your message or announcement into our weekly parish 
bulletin, please send it by email to the office at dormitionofficemanager@gmail.com  by no later than 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday.  If you 
wish to help or have any questions, suggestions, ideas about our Christian community life, please, contact our parish executive 

council chairperson Mrs. Lydia Gudz. Email: jrgudz@gmail.com   Tel.: (250) 300 - 1742 
 

2024 Annual Parish General Meeting will take place on Sunday, April 14th, 2024 A.D. after the 9:00 am Divine Liturgy      
We are now preparing for the election of Parish Council for the year 2024 – 2025 A.D. 

      Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we are inviting and encouraging our parishioners to volunteer and help Mrs. Lydia Pfob and                             
Mrs. Anne Boitson forming the Nominating Committee and suggest candidates for our parish executive council members.  
    Position of an auxiliary, advisory, executive parish council officer is a blessing and wonderful opportunity to show your Christian care, 
honesty and respect before God and our church community, talents, knowledge, experience and care serving the best to the Almighty God in 
our spiritual, Christian family of the Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kelowna, BC!       
       Parish Constitution states saying: ‘The Parish Council must be representative of the faithful of the parish and of the various parish-related 
organisations that exist within its boundaries. Potential members of the Parish Council should have certain basic qualifications such as a keen 
desire to help, as well the ability to listen, reflect, and express themselves with care.’ (Chapter III, Article 1, Sections 1 and 2)    
          Descriptions of responsibilities and ministry (see by carefully and as honest Christian responsibly reading underlined at Our Parish 
Constitution, Chapter III, Articles 2, 3, 4, 5,) of each officer-member of the parish council are: 
      Chairperson of the Parish Council is elected at the Annual General Meeting. He/She is responsible for drawing up the agenda; calling 
for, directing and chairing parish council meetings; seeing that the program of activities decided upon and ratified by the pastor are 
implemented; is a signing officer, an ex-officio member of all parish committees. He/She prepares the chairperson’s report for presentation at 
the AGM.   
       Vice-Chairperson is elected at the Annual General Meeting. He/She is presiding at the all Parish Council Meetings in the absence of the 
Chairperson; carrying out such duties as are assigned by the Parish Council, the Chairperson or Pastor.   
        Recording Secretary is elected at the Annual General Meeting. He/She is keeping the minutes of all Parish Council Meetings; together 
with the Pastor and the Chairperson signs the adopted minutes of the Council.   
       Treasurer is elected at the Annual General Meeting. He/She is greatly helping the financial secretary to monitor all funds received by the 
parish and ensure that all such funds are doposited in the parish bank account; keeping accurate records of all income and expenditures 
(paying all invoices-bills and reimbursements); keeps in in order and preserves documents, records and books of parish finances. He/She is 
a signing officer, together with the pastor, for property approved financial transactions.       

It is also very important, vibrant and vital for our Christian community-family to have active and carrying representatives (a leader and 
helpers) at different Parish Committees such as: Liturgical, Spiritual Care, Educational, Children Ministry, Youth Ministry, Senior Ministry, 

Decoration / Beautification, Maintenance, Social / Public Relations. 
 

mailto:dormitionofficemanager@gmail.com
mailto:jrgudz@gmail.com
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 Spilne Sviachene/ Holy Resurrection Parish Easter Potluck Dinner in Penticton, BC. Please, let Mrs. Veronica 
Cherneskyy know about your attendance at our Parish Easter Lunch after the 4 p.m. bilingual Divine Liturgy on Saturday of April 
13th.  2024 A. D.    

 Our parish church, hall inside building, cleaning up after our Parish 3-month Hall Renovation and before Easter 
celebration. Please, come and help at 1 pm on Tue., April. 2nd. 2024 A.D.. More parishioners come to help – more joyful, easier 
and faster the work will be done! Your time and care are truly appreciated! 

 We do pray and sincerely welcome and help Ukrainian refugees coming to Kelowna, BC! Молимося, вітаємо й 
допоможемо Вам! Please contact our parish We Help Ukraine commette at The Dorminition of The Mother of God Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. Our parish WE Help Ukraine commettee volunteers has thoutfully serched for, bought, organized and prepared  
a special gifts for new Ukrainian families receintly arrived and warmly welcomed at our Christian community.  

 

Catechetical online resources in English and Ukrainian languages:  
● Royal Doors with daily readings and reflections, UGCC - Catechism online, articles, 
etc.: https://www.royaldoors.net/ 
● Formed: Christian movies, TV shows, prayers, etc.: https://watch.formed.org/browse 
● Dynamic Catholic. Beautiful resource for the whole family with Catechism for children, marriage, 

enrichment programs, etc.: https://dynamiccatholic.com 
● Живе ТВ.: https://zhyve.tv     Дивен Світ.:  https://dyvensvit.org      
Катехизм УГКЦ.:  http://catechismugcc.org/ 

 

         SUNDAY CATECHISM SCHOOL: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in order that He may be touching them; 
but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, 

and cease hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:14)  
We welcome all children to our Dormition of the Mother of God Parish Catechism program.  

The children will learn about their Christian orthodox faith in the Catholic Church, sacred scripture, feast days, icons, tradition, singing, 
religious practices and customs of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

Ukrainian - speaking volunteers are needed for children, ages 4 to 6. These children come with so much enthusiasm and joy' but they 
do need more supervision and attention. If we can have several people volunteer, they can take turns helping. Your help would be 
appreciated very much!! Materials will be provided for the children.  

While the hall is undergoing renovations, we will have a short catechism lesson (10 to 15 minutes) in the Church and sometimes in the 
choir loft. We will learn about the icons in the Church, other symbols of our faith, and some carols and songs. Hopefully renovations will 
be complete by Willow (Palm or Kvitna) Sunday and the children will be ready to help bring in the willows into the Church! 

Поки зал ремонтується, ми матимемо короткий урок катехизи (10-15 хвилин) у Церкві та інколи на хорі. Дізнаємося про ікони 
в Церкві, про інші символи нашої віри, про деякі колядки та пісні. Сподіваємося, ремонт завершиться до Вербної (Вербної) неділі, 
і діти будуть готові допомогти принести верби до Церкви!  All children are welcome!  

Запрошуються усі діти! If you have any questions or suggestions, please do not hesitate to call our parish catechism teacher, Mrs. 
Marilyn Daulat 250- 801-7538 or pastor Fr. Pavlo Myts. 

Діти дізнаються про свою християнську православну віру в Католицькій Церкві, Святе Письмо, свята, ікони, традиції, співи, 
релігійні обряди та звичаї Української Католицької Церкви. Для дітей віком від 4 до 6 років потрібні україномовні волонтери. Ці 
діти приходять із великим ентузіазмом і радістю, але вони потребують більше нагляду та уваги. Якщо ми матимемо декілька 
людей волонтерів, вони можуть по черзі допомагати. Будемо дуже вдячні за вашу допомогу!!  Дітям будуть надані необхідні 
матеріали.  Крім того, зазвичай для старших дітей накривають інший стіл для будь-якої активності чи спілкування, які вони 
бажають. Якщо у вас є запитання чи пропозиції, будь ласка, не соромтеся зателефонувати нашій парафіяльній вчительці 
катехизму пані Мерилін Даулат 250-801-7538 або пасторy о.Павлові Миць 

 JOIN OUR CHURCH CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our Dormition Parish 
Choir and remember that we are looking for new members! Contact Mrs. Lesia Achtymichuk for more 
information and details.  
 

Rachel’s Corner: “The Lord manifests Himself to those who stop for some time in peace and humility of heart. If 
you look in murky and turbulent waters, you cannot see the reflection of your face. If you want to see the face of 

Christ, stop and collect your thoughts in silence, and close the door of your soul to the noise of external things." -  
Saint Anthony of Padua 

Has your participation in an abortion decision left you with turbulent waters that you have tried to deny and hide 
for a long time?  

“Truly, the Lord is waiting to be gracious to you, truly, he shall rise to show you mercy;  
For the Lord is a God of justice: happy are all who wait for Him!” - Isaiah 30:18   

How amazing it is to know that Our Lord is waiting to fill us with mercy and His love, when we at times can feel so far away from 
deserving that embrace. Join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and receive. It is time. Time for you to receive the peace for which 
you yearn.  Join the men and women on a Rachel’s Vineyard© Retreat. and let Him show you.   info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com  

www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com   f Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna 250-762-2273 Confidentiality assured. 

 If you have our parish hall or parking rental inquiry, please contact directly our Church Office Manager Mrs. Oksana 
Udalova:  dormitionofficemanager@gmail.com  Cell phone: (250) 801-9077  Church parish office / cultural centre-hall and kitchen Tel: 
(250) 763-7447 Church Office open: Monday-Friday:  from 12:30 am to 4:30 pm.  
 

https://www.royaldoors.net/
https://watch.formed.org/browse
https://dynamiccatholic.com/
https://zhyve.tv/
https://dyvensvit.org/
http://catechismugcc.org/
mailto:info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
http://www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com/
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 Traditional and Very Delicious Ukrainian Food is for sale at 
our parish: If you need more information or to place your order, please 
contact email directly to our church kitchen at 
dormitionkitchen@gmail.com   Tel: (250) 763-7447  FOOD SALES  is also 
available at  Earthly Creation Floral, 2630 Pandosy Street, Kelowna, BC 
V1Y 1V6 open 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. from Monday to Friday. 
Knights of Columbus Лицарі Колумба - Free 1 Year On-Line 

Membership.  You can enjoy the benefits of being a Knights of Columbus 

member including Accidental Death Benefit, access to Faith Formation e-

books and videos, and receiving the famous monthly Columbia Magazine. Go to: www.kofc.org/joinus  Promo Code: 

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY  Enter the name of our Parish in the applicable field. After joining, please check your INBOX for confirmation. For 

more information, please contact Adrian Kopystynski at adk.bckofc@gmail.com  

 

VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, as you once gathered lost sheep that they might 
hear Your voice and be your flock, so also today graciously look down from heaven upon our parish community, and send 
down on it your Holy Spirit, that it might be a place to receive the joy of Your Good News. Strengthen us with your presence, 
and always gather us together in prayer. Grant us the spirit of serving others, so that in our parish all might encounter You, 

the merciful God. Bless our spiritual leaders with Your wisdom, and inspire us to generously give of our time, talents and treasure for the 
building up of Your  Kingdom. Unite us in peace and harmony, as befits Your community of love. Instill in us a missionary spirit, and let 
our parish community shine with the light of the Gospel, with prayer and good works, inviting all to share in the divine life, so that Your 
Name, O Saviour, may be praised, together with Your eternal Father, and Your most-holy, good and life-giving Spirit. Amen. 

 
МОЛИТВА ЖИВОЇ ПАРАФІЇ: Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних висот на нашу парафію 
та зі шли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю 
присутністю та єднай нас кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії кожний 

міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас   не шкодував ні 
часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного 
до участі в Божественному житті, щоб славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь. 

 
 

Ukrainian Catholic Easter Traditions 

   By Rev. Fr. Anthony Holowaychuk 

        For many Ukrainians, Easter would not be Easter without the traditional Easter 
Basket. Going back in time we discover that in our tradition, Lent used to be a time 
of strict fasting and abstaining from meat, eggs and dairy products for the whole 
season. To show joy and thanksgiving at the end of Lent, the faithful took foods to 
be blessed at the Easter Morning Divine Liturgy and, bringing it home, the entire 
family shared it to "Break-the-Fast". The first food to "Break-the-Fast" was the 
blessed egg. 

   Eggs are a sign of hope and resurrection. Jesus comes from the tomb as the chick 
breaks the shell at birth. Because of the special meaning, it is fitting that the eggs 
should be decorated with symbols of Easter, and blessed. 
       Meats and Sausage represent the animals used for sacrifices in the Old 
Testament. They remind us of Christ who, in the New Testament, as a Lamb, 
sacrificed him- self on the cross for our salvation. The sausage represents the links 

of the chains of death, which Christ broke by His Resurrection. 
    Paska (Easter Bread) is symbolic of Jesus who said: "I am the Bread of Life". He gives Himself as food in the Eucharist saying:  
"Whoever eats of this Bread will have life everlasting". 
    Horseradish represents the bitter herbs prescribed in the original Passover Meal as a reminder of the bitterness of life in the captivity 
of Egypt. Today it reminds us of the bitterness of Christ's Passion, the pains of crucifixion by which He entered into the glory of 
Resurrection. 
   Salt is the symbol of perseverance of faith, according to the words of Christ: "You are the salt of the earth" (Mt. 5:13) 
Cheese and Butter are related to prosperity, abundance and peace in the Promised Land. They remind us of the abundance of graces 
and peace granted to us by the Risen Christ. 
   All the foods were traditionally blessed in church early Easter Morning following the Divine Liturgy… Each basket should have 
a lighted candle as a symbol of the radiance of the Resurrected Christ, who said: "I am the Light of the World" (Jn. 8:12). 
 

mailto:dormitionkitchen@gmail.com
mailto:adk.bckofc@gmail.com
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Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg 

Українська Католицька Архиєпархія в Вінніпеґу 

 
2024 PASTORAL LETTER 

OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF 
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

31 March /5 May 2024 

To the Reverend Fathers, Religious Sisters, 

Venerable Monastics, Seminarians, & Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

“Peace be with you! … put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, 
but believe.” (John 20:26-28) 

    Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen! 

    Dearly Beloved in Christ! 

In the midst of the joy of the Resurrection, the Evangelist John presents us with the encounter of Thomas and the Risen Lord. (Jn. 21:24-
29) Thomas could not accept the good news from the other disciples, who told him they had seen the Lord. Thomas had witnessed the 
tragedy of the last several days in Jerusalem, which ended with the death of Jesus on the cross. How could anyone hold out for a better 
conclusion to the final days of Jesus? If Jesus could not save himself, how could his followers expect him to bring salvation to them? 

As we enter into the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, many will find it difficult to feel joy in this feast day, even questioning where 
is salvation for this world in which we live today? This past February we marked the tragic anniversary of the war in Ukraine. How many 
of our brothers and sisters have fled their homes, uprooted their lives, and tragically died due to the cruelty of an unprovoked war? After 
initial promises of help, it seems Ukraine will be left to defend itself against uneven odds. With this background of war in Ukraine, Gaza 



10 

and elsewhere throughout the world, it will be difficult to sing with joy: “Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered, and let those who 
hate him flee from before his face.” (cf. Easter Matins) 

Although Canada is not at war with any outside nation or political force, we see battles being fought in our parliament and in our hospitals 
and care homes, for the protection of life from conception through to natural death. More effort is seemingly being made through abortion 
and MAiD to end life, rather than to support and nourish it, especially in its most vulnerable states. In place of a culture of life, we face a 
culture of death. How hard it will be to sing: “Christ is risen from the grave, as He foretold, granting us everlasting life and mercy without 
measure.” (cf. Easter Matins) 

The celebration of Easter occurs traditionally in our churches and then continues in our homes. How do we celebrate in our homes with 
our families, when we see social support for family life waning? For many there will be little festive joy if there are no jobs to provide 
income, and little revenue to pay the utility, medical and grocery bills. And then there is the increasing number of people who have no 
homes and must live on the streets. It will be difficult to pray at the blessing of our Easter baskets: “For You are our true food and the 
Giver of all good things which You yourself bless and sanctify …”. (cf. Blessing Easter Food) 

So how did the Apostle Thomas resolve his dilemma of faith? What led him to profess his belief in the Lord Jesus? Thomas is given the 
opportunity to encounter at the same time the one and the same Jesus, who was both crucified and who had risen from the grave. In 
another words, the Resurrected Jesus is the same Jesus who suffered on the cross. By allowing Thomas to touch his wounds, Jesus 
shows him that suffering and Resurrection are intertwined. The Resurrection does not eliminate all suffering, rather it gives meaning to 
suffering and makes it bearable even in the worst of times. And thus, we have hope! 

Dearly Beloved in Christ! 

Our joy in the Risen Christ is not a joy that eliminates the troubles and pain in this life. Rather, Jesus suffered, died and rose from the 
dead out of love for us, giving us a foundation of hope in the midst of our trials. In providing Thomas an opportunity to reinforce his faith, 
Jesus first says to him: “Peace be with you!” This is the same divine peace that the Risen Lord offers to all of us in celebrating his 
Resurrection, even in the midst of our trials and tribulations. 

Although we will not have the same opportunity as Thomas did to touch the painful wounds of Christ, Jesus certainly thought of us when 
He told Thomas: “Blessed are those who have not seen but believed.” It is this same belief in the Risen Lord, that has been the foundation 
of our Ukrainian nation since the time of its baptism, over a thousand years ago. It is this same belief in the Risen Lord, that has sustained 
our pioneer Ukrainian settlers since their arrival in the Canadian wilderness over one hundred years ago. And it is this same belief in the 
Risen Lord, that has enabled so many of our people to find hope in their lives, burdened with health issues, family strife, and economic 
hardships in this land of plentiful blessings. 

This Easter season it is our fervent prayer that all will find hope and joy in the Resurrection of the Lord. Let us take to heart the prayer 
found in the Resurrection Matins: “Come, all you faithful, and let us bow to the holy Resurrection of Christ, since through the cross, joy 
has come to all the world. Ever praising the Lord, let us extol his Resurrection, since He, having endured the crucifixion, has destroyed 
death by his death!” (cf. Easter Matins) 

May the blessing of the Risen Lord descend upon you this Easter season and bring you the hope and joy that is so much needed in our 
world today. 

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen

+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM 
Metropolitan Archbishop of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg 

 

+ David Motiuk 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Edmonton 

 
+ Bryan Bayda, CSsR 

Bishop of the Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada 
 

+ Michael Kwiatkowski 
Bishop of the Eparchy of New Westminster 

 

 
 

+ Michael Smolinski, CSsR 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Saskatoon 

 
+ Andriy Rabiy 

Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg 
 

+ Michael Wiwchar, CSsR 
Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Saskatoon 

 
+ Stephen Chmilar 

Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern 
Canada 
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ПАСТОРАЛЬНЕ ПОСЛАННЯ  УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КАТОЛИЦЬКИХ ЄПИСКОПІВ КАНАДИ 
НА СВІТЛИЙ ПРАЗНИК ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ГОСПОДНЬОГО 

31 БЕРЕЗНЯ/5 ТРАВНЯ 2024 РОКУ 
 

Всечеснішим отцям, преподобному монашеству, 
семінаристам, братам та сестрам у Христі! 

 
Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 

 
«Мир вам!» ... подай сюди твій палець і глянь на мої руки. І руку твою простягни і вклади її у бік мій. Та й не будь невіруючий, 

- а віруючий!» (Іван 20:26-28) 

      Улюблені у Христі! 
Серед радості Воскресіння євангеліст Іван представляє нам зустріч апостола Томи з Воскреслим Господом (Ів. 21:24-29). 

Тома не міг прийняти добру новину від інших учнів, які сказали йому, що бачили Господа. Тома був свідком трагічних подій 
останніх кількох днів в Єрусалимі, які закінчилася смертю Ісуса на хресті. Чи хтось міг чекати кращого завершення останніх днів 
Ісуса? Якщо Ісус не міг врятуватися сам, як його послідовники могли сподіватися, що він принесе їм спасіння? 

Як ми розпочинаємо святкувати Воскресіння Христове, багатьом буде важко відчути радість у цей святковий день, ба навіть 
запитуючи - де спасіння для цього світу, в якому ми сьогодні живемо? Минулого лютого ми відзначали трагічну річницю війни в 
Україні. Скільки наших братів і сестер покинули свої домівки, відірвали свої життя з корінням і трагічно загинули через жорстокість 
неспровокованої війни? Після початкових обіцянок допомоги, схоже, Україні доведеться захищатися самій без рівних шансів. На 
тлі війни в Україні, Газі та в інших країнах світу буде важко співати з радістю: «Нехай воскресне Бог, і нехай розпорошаться 
вороги Його, і нехай ті, хто ненавидить Його, втікають від лиця Його» (див. Пасхальна Утреня). 

Хоча Канада не перебуває у стані війни з будь-якою іншою державою чи політичною силою, ми бачимо, як у нашому 
парламенті, у наших лікарнях і будинках для людей похилого віку точаться битви за захист життя від зачаття до природної 
смерті. Схоже, що через аборти та євтаназію докладається більше зусиль, щоб покінчити з життям, а ніж підтримати та плекати 
його, особливо в найбільш уразливих станах. На зміну культурі життя ми стикаємося з культурою смерті. Як важко буде співати: 
«Христос воскрес із гробу, як і передрік, дарував нам життя вічне і милість безмірну». (див. Пасхальна Утреня) 

Святкування Великодня традиційно відбувається в наших церквах, а потім продовжується в наших домівках. А як ми 
святкуємо вдома з нашими родинами, коли ми бачимо, що соціальна підтримка родини слабшає? Для багатьох буде мало 
святкової радості, якщо не буде роботи щоб забезпечити нормальне проживання, і замалий дохід для оплати комунальних і 
медичних рахунків та придбати продукти. Крім того, зростає кількість людей, які не мають домівок і змушені жити на вулиці. 
Важко буде молитися під час освячення наших великодніх кошиків: «Ти бо наша правдива пожива і Податель усіх благ, які Сам 
благословляєш і освячуєш…». (див. Благословення пасхальної їжі) 

Отже, як апостол Тома вирішив свою дилему віри? Що спонукало його сповідувати свою віру в Господа Ісуса? Томі дається 
можливість одночасно зустрітися з одним і тим самим Ісусом, - розіп’ятим, і Той, Хто воскрес із гробу. Іншими словами, 
воскреслий Ісус – це той самий Ісус, який постраждав на хресті. Дозволяючи Томі торкнутися його ран, Ісус показує йому, що 
страждання та воскресіння пов’язані між собою. Воскресіння не усуває всі страждання, а воно надає сенсу стражданням і робить 
їх терпимими навіть у найгірші часи. А отже, у нас є надія! 
Улюблені у Христі! 

Наша радість у воскреслому Христі – це не радість, яка позбавляє від бід і болю цього життя. Навпаки, Ісус постраждав, 
помер і воскрес із мертвих з любові до нас, даючи нам фундамент надії посеред наших випробувань. Даючи Томі можливість 
зміцнити свою віру, Ісус спочатку каже йому: «Мир тобі!» Це той самий божественний мир, який Воскреслий Господь пропонує 
всім нам, святкуючи Його Воскресіння, навіть посеред наших випробувань і страждань. 

Хоча ми не матимемо такої нагоди, як Тома, торкнутися болісних ран Христа, Ісус, безперечно, думав про нас, коли сказав 
Томі: «Блаженні ті, хто не бачив, але увірував». Саме ця віра у Воскреслого Господа є основою нашого українського народу від 
часів його хрещення, понад тисячу років тому. Саме ця віра у воскреслого Господа підтримувала наших піонерів-українців з 
моменту їх прибуття в канадські степи понад сто років тому. І саме ця віра у воскреслого Господа дала можливість багатьом 
нашим людям знайти надію у своєму житті, обтяженому проблемами зі здоров’ям, родинними розбратами та економічними 
труднощами на цій землі рясних благословень. 

Цього Великодня ми палко молимося, щоб усі знайшли надію і радість у Воскресінні Господа. Візьмімо до серця молитву 
Воскресної Утрені: «Прийдіть, усі вірні, і поклонімося святому Христовому Воскресінню, бо через хрест радість усьому світові. 
Завжди славлячи Господа, возвеличуймо Його Воскресіння, бо Він, перетерпівши розп’яття, Своєю смертю смерть знищив!» 
(див. Пасхальна Утреня) 

Нехай благословення воскреслого Господа зійде на вас у цей Великодній час і принесе вам надію та радість, яких так 
потребує наш сьогоднішній світ. 

Христоc Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 

+Лаврентій Гуцуляк, ЧСВВ 
Митрополит-Архиєпископ 
Вінніпезький 
 
+Давид Мотюк 
Єпарх Едмонтонський 
+Браян Байда, ЧНІ 
Єпарх Торонтонський та Східної 
Канади 

 
+Михайло Квятковський 
Єпарх Ню Вестмінстерський 
 
+Михайло Смолінський, ЧНІ 
Єпарх Саскатунський 
 
+Андрій Рабій 
Єпископ-помічник Вінніпезький 

 
+Михайло Вівчар, ЧНІ 
Єпарх-емерит Саскатунський 
 
+Степан Хміляр 
Єпарх-емерит Торонтонський та 
Східної Канади 



12 
 

 

 

Patriarch Josyf Cardinal Slipyj teaches and reminds all: 

“Today faith in God, in Christ – is the most important 
thing. How many people lose their faith, 

 become careless,  
do not even realize, that a human person without faith 

becomes an animal.” (vol. XII, page 2) 
 


