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SUNDAY after CHRISMAS / HEAINA nicnha PI3ABA

SUNDAY before THEOPHANY / HEAINA nepeg 6ONOABNEHHAM
Sunday after the Nativity; Commemoration of the Holy and Righteous Joseph the
Betrothed, David the King, and James, Brother of the Lord; Synaxis of the Most Holy
Mother of God; The Circumcision of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our Father
Among the Saints Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia (379 A.D.)
January 1%, 2023 A.D.

“Always know in your heart that God is by your side, He never abandons you!”
— teaches, reminds, and strongly emphasises Pope Francis Ist today
Christian Greetings: ChristIs Born! — Let us glorify Him!
Xpucmoc Poxdaembcs! — Cnagimo Mozo! Chrystos Rozhdaiet’sia! — Slavimo Yoho!
Christ Is among us! —He Is and Will Be!

THE VIBRANT PARISH - A PLACE TO ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST:
Through the Word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer, Serving One’s Neighbour, Leadership,

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit. - Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude
—— Sviatoslav

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US BY PRAYING TO THE ALMIGHTY GOD AT THE CHURCH AND ON-LINE!
Welcome, pray, greet, and wish you and all your dear ones to be guided by the Holy Spirit, blessed with joy, peace,
good health, unity, and Christian love and respect today and always! Your pastor has thoughtfully prepared this church
letter/bulletin for you to pray, read, spiritual growth and as Christians with conscious to evangelizing daily by
responsibly and honestly sharing with all people the Good News/Gospel of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ in
the World today! Remember to keep Jesus Christ in Christmas! He is the only true reason for the season!

Daily Liturgical and Sacramental Services celebrated during this week:
May God bless and keep all of you in His tender care at this Christmas time, Peaceful New 2023 Year of The Lord!

SUNDAY, January 1stat 8:15 a.m. Rosary: (Church services in Kelowna, BC)
9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God'’s blessings for all our parishioners, family members, all relatives and friends (Eng./Ukr.)
1:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God'’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (Eng./Ukr.) (Church services in Vernon, BC)

Mon., Jan. 2" at 10:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: repose of the soul of Mrs. Larissa Fearns (3" Year Memorial Service

requested by Mrs. Marilyn Daulat and The Family) (Eng./Ukr.) (Church services in Kelowna, BC)
Tue., Jan. 3@ at 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings and good health for Mr. Steve Prokop (requested by Mrs. Helen Stockburn)
Thurs., Jan. 5" at 12:30 p.m. — 12:55 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession (Church services in Kelowna, BC)

1:00 p.m. Royal Hours Services
Friday, Jan. 6t - FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY / EPIPHANY / BOTOfIBJIEHHS (MOP/AH) MOAMCE 34 YKPATHY

10:00 A.M. Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings of all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (Eng. and Ukr.) | PRAY FOR UKRAINE
The Great Blessing of Jordan Water il

Saturday, Jan. 7" NATIVITY OF OUR LORD / PI3/IBO XPUCTOBE (according to Old /Julian Calendar) S

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings of all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (Eng./Ukr.) (Church services in Kelowna, BC)
3:40 p.m. Lectio Divina / Bible Studies (Church service in Penticton, BC)
4:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (Eng./Ukr.)
The Great Blessing of Jordan Water
SUNDAY, January 8hat 8:15 a.m. Rosary: (Church services in Kelowna, BC)
9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God'’s blessings for all our parishioners, family members, all relatives and friends (Eng./Ukr.)

1:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (Eng./Ukr.)

The Great Blessing of Jordan Water (Church services in Vernon, BC)

Please contact Fr. Pavlo if you want to have the Divine Liturgies celebrated in your special intentions, such as: In Thanksgiving for
Favours Received, the Infirm, General Intentions, Repose of the Deceased, Help of the Holy Spirit, for the Travelers, Students,
Workers, etc. In case of emergency phone (250) 299-7249. If you would like to come to Confession, meet with the parish priest

individually at the church or parish office, receive spiritual care and support via telephone or internet, want him to bless your home

with annual traditional and pastoral blessings visiting you, your relatives or friends at their home, hospital or care homes,
call or email the pastor in advance to arrange time and a day.
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Liturgical propers in English language:
The Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great is celebrated today.

15t Antiphon
Verse 1: | will confess You, Lord, with all my heart, | will declare all Your wondrous deeds (Ps. 9:2).

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us.
Verse 2: In the council of the just and the congregation,great are the works of the Lord,conforming to His will in every way (Ps 110:1-
2).
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God O Saviour, save us.
Verse 3: His work is filled with praise and majesty, and His righteousness endures forever (Ps 110:3).
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God O Saviour, save us.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen. Only-Begotten Son. (page 23)
34 Antiphon
Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord, let us acclaim God, our Saviour.
Refrain: Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
Let us come before His face with praise, and acclaim Him in psalms.
Refrain: Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
For God is the great Lord, and the great king over all the earth.
Refrain: Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.
Small Entrance
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. (page 25)
Refrain: Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.

Troparion (tone 5): Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word,* co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,* and born of the
Virgin for our salvation.* For He willed to be lifted up on the cross in the flesh, to suffer death* and to raise the dead by His glorious
resurrection.

Troparion, Tone 1: You are seated on high on a fiery throne,* with Your Father who is without beginning and Your divine Spirit.*
Yet You willed, O Jesus, to be born of a virgin maiden, Your Mother,* as a man, You were circumcised on the eighth day.* Glory to
Your all-gracious will,* glory to Your providence,* glory to Your condescension, O You who alone love mankind.

Troparion, Tone 1: Your message has spread through all the earth:* it accepted the word with which you taught in a manner
befitting God.* You explained the nature of things and ordered human conduct.* O namesake of the royal priesthood, venerable
Father Basil,* pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion, Tone 4: You have appeared as a firm foundation for the Church,* maintaining its authority as a sure refuge for
mortals,* sealing it by your doctrine,* O venerable Basil,* revealer of heaven.

Now and for ever and ever. Amen.

Kontakion, Tone 3: The Lord of all submits to circumcision* and in His love cuts off the failings of mortals; today He gives the
world salvation. While in the highest there rejoices* Basil the hierarch of the Creator and bearer of Light,* and the divine initiate of
Christ.

Prokeimenon, Tone 6: Save Your people, O Lord,* and bless Your inheritance.

verse: Unto You | will cry, O Lord my God, lest You turn from me in silence. (Psalm 27:9,1)
Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:5-8; Colossians 2:8-12

Brothers and Sisters, see to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual
circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you were
also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.

Brothers and Sisters, it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and
exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and
then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests those who are
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

Now the main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent that the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up.

Alleluia, Tone 8: God, be merciful to us and bless us.

verse: Make the light of Your face shine upon us and have mercy on us. (Psalm 66:2)

verse: Give heed, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like sheep. (Psalm 79:2)

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8; Luke 2:20-21, 40-52

At that time, shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he
was conceived in the womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon Him.

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up
as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him
among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child,
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why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and | have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were
you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’'s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them.
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

At that time, Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of
people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases;
and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from
him and healed all of them.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you
who are hungry now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you,
and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely
your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

Hymn to the Mother of God: In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices: the angelic ranks and all the human race. Sanctified
temple and spiritual paradise, virgins’ pride and boast, from whom God is made flesh and became a little Child; and He who is our
God before all ages, He made your womb a throne, and He made it wider that all the heavens. In you, O Full of Grace, all creation
rejoices. Glory be to you.

Communion Hymns: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1).* The just man shall be in
everlasting remembrance;* of evil hearsay he shall have no fear. (Psalm 111:6-7).* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia.

Instead of “Blessed is He who comes...” we sing: All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is born of a Virgin.

Instead of “We have seen the true light...” we sing: All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is born of a Virgin.

Instead of “May our mouths...” and “Blessed be the Name...” we sing: All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is
born of a Virgin. (3)

NiTyprinHi YacTMHM YKpaiHCbKOKO MOBOHIO:

1-" AHmughoH

Ctux: Icnosimcs T06i, Mocnoau, BCim cepuem MoiM, po3noBim Npo BCi Yyaa TBoi. (MMc. 9:2).

Mpucnis: MonutBamu bBoropoauui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

Ctux: Ha pagi npaBegHux i CoHbMi — Benuki gina focnogHi, ABNeHi B yCix BONsX MOro.
Mpucnis: MonutBamu boropoauui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

Ctux: IcnosigyBaHHs i BenvY — Aino 1oro i npasaa noro nepebysae NoBik BiKy.
Mpucnis: MonutBamu boropoauui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

+ CnaBa OTuto, i CuHy, i CBATOMY [lyxoBi. | HMHI, | NoBcsk4yac, i Ha Biku Bi4Hi. AMiHb. EOQuHOpPOOdHuUl CuHy: (CTopiHKa 22)

3-" AHTUdOH
CniBaeMo 3BM4YalHi TpeTii aHTUGOH (CTOpiHKa 24), ane 3 NPUCiBOM:
Cnacu Hac, CuHy Boxut, uio poduecs gid lisu, cnieaemo mobi: Anunys.

Tponap (anac 5): Co6esHavanbHe CrioBo Otuto i [Oyxosi,* Big [iBM pomxeHe Ha crnaceHHs Hawe, ocniBavMo, BipHi, i
noKnoHimcs,* 60 GraroBonue NNOTTIO 3iNTK Ha XPeCT* | CMepTb NepeTepniTh, i BOCKPECUTU yMEPNNX™ CIaBHUM BOCKPECIHHAM CBOIM.

Tponap (rmac 1): Ha npectoni BOrHeBMAHIM y BULIHIX cuauw™® 3 OTuem OGe3HavanbHUM i BOXeCTBEHHUM TBOIM [yxom.*
BrnaroizBonue T1 poantnca Ha 3emni* 3 [iBuui, WO He 3Hana Myxa — TBOel marepi, Icyce.” Toro pagu n obpisaHHs 4OBEPLUEHO Ha
TOGi, NnoanHi BocbMuaeHHIN.* Cnasa npebnaromy TBOEMY 3a4yMOBI,* criaBa NPOMUCIOBI TBOEMY,* CnaBa HU3XOMKEHHIO TBOEMY,
eamHuin Yonosikontobye.

Tponap (rnac 1): Ha Bcio 3emro BUALLNO BiCTyBaHHS TBOE,” MpuiHania 60 BoOHa CNoBO TBOE,* WO HMM OOroninHo HaByuB Tu;*
npvpoay TOro, Lo iCHYE,* MOSICHUB TW, 3BUYal MNIOACHKI MPUKpacuMB TU* — Lapcbke CBSILLEHCTBO, O0T4e npenoaobHun Bacunie.* Monu
Xpucta Bora 3a cnaceHHs gyl HawwmX.

Cnasa Oruto, i CuHy, i Ceatomy [lyxosi.

KoHpak (rnac 4): fBuBcsa ecu oCHOBOK HenoxuTHow Llepksu,” nogatoum BciM noasM BrnaguuTBO HeyKpaaHe,” 3anedatasluu

TBOIMM BeMiHHAMK,* HebosBNeHHWI Bacunie npenogo6Hui.
| HMHI, | NOBCcAKYAac, i Ha BiKM BiYHi. AMiHb.

Kongak (rmac 3): Bcix Mocnogb 06pisaHHs TepnuTb® i MIOACBKI nporpiweHHsa Ak 6narmm obpisdye,* gae cnaceHHs CBITOBI;™ i
pagyeTbecsa B BULHIX™ | TBOPUS €papX, i CBITMOHOCHWIA,* | BOXXeCTBEHHWI TaiHHMK XpucToBui, Bacunin.

MpokimeH (rnac 6): Cnacu, Nocnogu, niogen TBoIX* | 6narocnoeu Hacnigaa TBoe (Mc 27,9).

Ctux: fo Tebe, Nocnoawn, BanBatumy; Boxe Mmil, He BigBepTanck MoBYKM Big MeHe (IMc 27,1).

Anocton: (2 Tm 4,5-8):

CwvHy Tumoteto, byab TBEpPE3UM y BCbOMY, 3HOCb HamnacTi, BUKOHYW MpaLl eBaHrenucTa, BUKOHYM TBOK criyx0y. Bo s Bxe
roTOBUN Ha NUBHY XepTBY, i Yac MOro Bigxody HactaB. 1 Goposca fobpoto GopHeto, ckiHumB 6ir — Bipy 36epir. Tenep xe
NpUroToBaHWM MeHi BIHOK CnpaBeannBOCTM, LLIO MOro AacTb MeHi Toro aHs [ocnoap, cnpaseanuseuin Cyans; Ta He nule MeHi, ane
BCiM TWM, LLO 3 NOBOB’I0 YeKarnu Ha 1oro nosey.

(Kn 2,8-12):

BbpatTtsa i Cectpu, BBaxanTe, W00 HIXTO Bac He 3banamyTmB giniocodpieto Ta nycTum o6MaHCTBOM, 3a NIIOACBKUM NepedaHHsIM Ta
3a MepBHSIMU CBIiTY, a He 3a XpUCTOM. — Y HbOMy 60 Bpa3s 3 fntoACbKOK MPUPOLOLD XMBE BCsl MOBHOTA boxecTsa, i BM NpuyacHi B Tin
noro noeHoTi. BiH 60 ronosa Bcakoro Hadana i Bnactu. Y Hbomy BKU Bynu 11 obpisaHi o6pi3aHHAM HEPYKOTBOPHWUM, Konn Bu 3 cebe
CKMUHYIM Lie CMEpPTHE Tifo, — 06pi3aHHAM XpMUCTOBUM. [TOXOBaHi 3 HUM Yy XPULLEHHI, 3 HAM B/ pa30OM TaKOX BOCKPECIN, BIpOK B CUITY
bora, sknin BoCKpecuB MOro 3 MepTBUX.
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Anunys (rnac 8): MacTupto I3paing, nouyit, Tv, wo segew Mocuda (Mc 79,2).

Ctux: YcTa npaBegHOro noB4aTbCcs NpeMyapocTu i 53uk noro npomosuts cyg (Mc 36,30).
€gaHrenie: (Mp 1,1-8):

MouaTtok €eaHrenii Icyca Xpucta, CuHa boxoro. Ak HanucaHo B npopoka Icai: “Ocb s nocunato Moro nocrnaHus nepeg To6oto,
Sk npurotye To6i gopory. onoc Bonitoworo B nyctuHi: FoTynte ocnogesi gopory, BUPIBHANTE CTEXKM MOro”, — Tak BUCTYMNMB
MoaH, XpuCTMBLUM Y NYCTWHI Ta NPONOBIAYBAaBLUM XPULLEHHS MOKAsSHHS Ha MPOLLEHHS rpixiB. | BUXOAMAM A0 HLOrO — BCS KpaiHa
lOpeiicbka Ta BCi epycanuMsiHWA, XPUCTUNMCH Bif HLOMO B pili MopaaHi i BusHaBanu rpixv cBoi. MoaH ogsarHennii 6ys B oaexy 3
BepOMnoXKoro BOrocy  HOCUB PEMiIHHMIA NOSAC Ha CBOIX Beapax, a iB capaHy 1 Mmeq AukviA. | nponosigysas, kaxyyu: “Crnigom 3a MHO
i€ CUNbHIWKWI Big MeHe, WO NOMY S HEJOCTONHWUIA, HAXUITMBLLMCE, PO3B’A3aTW PEMIHLSA MOro caHaanis. A Bac XpUcTus BOAOLO, a BiH
xpuctutume Ceatum dyxom.”

(JTk 2,20-21. 40-52):

B Ton yac, nactyxu noBepHynucsi, Nnpocraensitoum 1 xeanaym bora 3a Bce, wWo 4vynu 1 6aymnu, Tak, sk im 6yno ckasaHo. Ak
CMOBHWUNNCb BIiCIM AeHb, KON Manu obpizatn Xnom'siTko, Ha3Banu noro lcyc — iM’'q, Wo Hagae OyB aHren, neplue, HiX BiH 3a4aBcs B
NOHi. Xron’s »; pocno M MILUHINOo, CNoBHIOKYMCS MyapicTio, | boxa ©6narogatb 6yna Ha HbOMy. baTbku MOro xoamnu LLOPOKY B
E€pycanum Ha cBaTo [Nacxu. | sk nomy 6yno gBaHaAUSATb POKiB, BOHM MilNK, sik OyB 3BM4Yan, Ha cBATO. Konyv MUHynu Ti gHi, i BOHK
noBepTanucs, To xron4ymHa Icyc 3octaBcs y €pycanumi; 6aTbku XX MOro Npo Te He 3Hanu. Fagatoun, Wo BiH Yy rypTi, BOHM NPOALINK
OeHb JOpOrn N ax Todi noYanu Noro LwykaTu MiXk poaMdyaMuy Ta 3HanoMMMM, a, He 3HaNLLOBLUK, NOBEPHYNMCS B Epycanum, Wwob Tam
noro wykaTn. Yepes Tpu OHi 3HaWLWNM KOro y Xpami, SIK BiH CUAIB cepel y4uTeniB Ta CriyxaB i 3anuTyBasB iX. ¥YCi Ti, WO Noro crnyxanw,
YyayBanucb NOro po3ymoBi 1 BignosiasMm. Nobaunslum noro, BoHM Bynu 3auBOBaHI, 1 ckasana nomy noro matu: “OuTtuHO, Yomy Tw ue
Tak 3pobuB Ham? Ocb H6aTbKko TBIN i A, Gonitoun, Tebe wykanu.” BiH e Bignosie iMm: “Horo x Bu meHe wykann? Xida He 3Hanu, wWwo A
mato 6yTn npu cnpasax OTusa Moro?” Ane BOHU He 3pO3yMinu CrioBa, Lo BiH cka3aB iM. | BiH NiLOB 3 HUMK 1 NOBEpPHYBCL Yy Hasaper i
OyB iM cnyxHaHuUA. A maTu noro 3Bepirana BCi Ui cnoBa y CBOIM cepui. Icyc e 3poctaB MyApicTio, nitamu 1 nackow B bora Ta
nogen.

Samicmb [JocmoliHo: Toboto pagyeTbesi, bnarogatHas, Bcsika TBap, aHrenbCbkuiA cobop i YONOBIHECHKMIA pid, OCBSALLEHHWUIA
Xpame i pato CNoBeCHWI, 4iBCTBEHHA NOXBaro, LWo i3 Hel bor BonnoTuecs i MnageHuem cTaB — nepeg Bikamu cywimi bor Haw. JIoHO
60 TBOE NpecTonoM COTBOPMB i yTpoby TBOK MpocTopiwoto Hebec yunHmB. Toboto pagyetbes, bnarogaTtHasi, Bcska TBap, crnasa
TOGi.

MpuyacHi: Xeanite Mocnoaa 3 Hebec,* xBanite Woro Ha Bucotax (I1c. 148,1).
Mam’aTb npaBegHoro 6yae BiYHA,* NMxoi cnaeu BiH He nsikaetbes. (Mc 111,6-7). Anunys (x3).

3a Manuubkum 3BUYariem cnisaemo: Bceceim dHechb padicmto cnoeHsiembcsi, Xpucmoc poduecs eid fisu.
3amicmb “BnarocnoBeHHWIA, XTo nae B iM'a...” (1x) “Mu 6aunnu cBitTno ictuHHe...” (x1) “Hexan cnoBHATbCS ycTa...” (X3)
i “Hexan byge im’a...” (x3).

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!  LLIMPO BAM OAKYEMO!

*— Gratitude to all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all Christian people of the good will who by their kindness share
time, talents and treasures, help to clean inside and outside our church building, and to every person who knowingly or unknowingly for the
other people thoughtfully make donations, participate at our parish community projects and ministry, volunteered by helping our parish
community and via our Christian church in various ways supporting Ukraine at the time of war and projects inside and as Christian
missionaries praying and reaching outside our parish to very challenging and unpeaceful World today by keeping and sharing their Christian
love, respect and unity in Christ by looking after and graciously supporting our Christian, Catholic Church communities!

DONATIONS! Amid war in Ukraine and Covid-19 Pandemic causing many difficulties and challenging times we continue to rely on your
Christian care, understanding, support and generosity! Please continue to support our parish financially by e-transfer (it is a direct
deposit, no security guestion is needed) via dormitionetransfer2020@gmail.com or mailing a cheque payable to Dormition of
the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church 1091 Coronation Ave., Kelowna, BC V1Y 7A8
Thank you for your support and care at this uneasy time for us all! ~ “Remember, O Lord,
those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor. Send down Your mercy upon all of us!”
(A Prayer from the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom)

HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE PEOPLE IN UKRAINE: Please donate to the “Aid for Ukraine”. All
donations will be directed to regional organizations in Ukraine, who support all people in need including
refugees fleeing their homes to other parts of Ukraine. The funds will be forwarded to Caritas Ukraine, a
charitable organization with over 20 offices in Ukraine. They supply aid by accessing and delivering food,
shelter, medical supplies and providing spiritual and psychological support for those in need. A generous
family has pledged to match all donations in support of humanitarian aid in Ukraine up to $500,000. Help us
meet this goal. Make cheques payable to Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church
1091 Coronation Ave., Kelowna, BC V1Y 7A8 with memo ‘Aid for Ukraine’. You can also donate cash or via e-transfer to (email
dormitionetransfer2020@gmail.com address). By putting your generous donation in cash or cheque, please remember to write your
name, address, amount of your donation, memo ‘Aid for Ukraine’, parish registration number (if you are a registered parishioner) on a
church donation envelope located at the church vestibule. Please donate generously! We help Ukraine! The Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Canada has partnered with the Catholic Near East Welfare Association in Canada (CNEWA) to provide immediate humanitarian support for
the people of Ukraine. With the threat of further invasion by Russia, the already 8-year war in Ukraine has placed several million people in
desperate need for food, shelter, medical attention, and more. Will you help your brother and sister in need? Please pray. Stay informed.
Donate. https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/ https://www.catholicregister.org/item/34002-caritas-prepared-should-tanks-
roll?mc_cid=839560d5dd&mc_eid=995513d2e2
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Chrystos Rozhdaiet'sia! - Slavimo Yoho!
Xpucmoc Posxxdaemucs! - Cnaeimo Hozo!
Christ Is Born! - Let us glorify Him!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Friends,

Let us continue to pray and support Ukraine at the time of war today!
Prayerful sincerest thanks to every person and family who with Christian love
and care greeted Fr. Pavlo and his family!

May Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ keep guiding by His Divine
Providence, peace, light and blessings, faith and hope
with a good health You and all Your dear ones at Christmas time,
throughout Peaceful, Blessed New 2023 Year of The Lord and always!

(remember to visit this beautiful Christmas manger
prepared by Knights of Columbus
downtown Kelowna, BC)
With Christian love, blessings, prayers and gratitude sincerely Yours in Christ,
Veronica, Nazariy, Mariia and Fr. Pavlo Myts

CONGRATULATIONS! LLIMPO BAC BITAEMO!

May the Almighty God bless in good health, peace, love, joy and salvation in many, happy and blessed years of life to all our
parishioners and Christian family members who celebrate Christmas/Nativity in the Flesh/Birthday of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, New Year’s Day, birthdays of Mrs. Sayvonne McBride on her birthday (Jan. 15t), Ms. Marion McAreavy
on her birthday (Jan. 2"9), Nicole Nikilchyk on her birthday (Jan. 2"), Mr. Steven Popyk on his birthday (Jan. 3'9),
Ms. Donna Peake on her birthday (Jan. 4%), Mariia-Viktoria Mykhnevych on her birthday (Jan. 71), and to all the
faithful Christians celebrating their birthdays, heavenly patron’s name-days, wedding anniversaries, and any
other special anniversaries and celebrations beginning of The New 2023 Year of The Lord, this week Mnohaya i
Blahaya Lita / Many Blessed Years of Life!

NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

° LIVE STREAMING of church services from Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kelowna,
B.C.: Please join our Christian prayerful community at https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
You can also view 24 / 7 many inspiring videos, articles, pictures, etc. are regularly published by the pastor. Please visit our parish
Facebook page: DormitinionKelowna Parish: https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5

L Please visit and pray via our Cathedral Facebook page for live-stream videos of the liturgical services at The Holy Eucharist
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in New Westminster, BC: https://www.facebook.com/holyeucharistcathedral/

Your spiritual father-pastor is praying for all of you daily! Please pray for one another and especially for those who are ill, suffering be
being affected by disasters, war in Ukraine! Let us always be co-responsible to ensure that we are all well.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: Lucy D., Janet F., Volodymyr P., lvan L., Ray Saranchuk and Family, Cameron V., Rose
Ostopowich, Keyton A., Shelley M., Kathleen S., Chelsea M., Carmella M., Bernard M., Darrin M., Kit C., Shirley C., Olga Kuzyk, George
Dashkewytch, Kay llnitski, Kalyna Kociuba, William Shuya, Bronie Huska, Peter Huska, Roma Nowakowski, Barbara and Vincent
Pasternak, Dr. Nadia Popil, The Hillman Family, Joseph Stetch, Rosa Maria Santos, Anita N., Ron and Verna Shoemaker, Jonas and Anne,
Alyssa and Adam, Teresa Huculak, Mark and Asia, Karen Feniuk, Volodymyr Melnyk, Shelley Zemliak, Ron Horon, Adeline Sorochuk,
relatives of The Burachok Family, Aretta Manion and The Family, Daniella-Daryna Tomashevska and The Family, Shane Bettin, Patricia
Sawadsky, Robert Emery, Jacob and Anne Dressler, Lorraine Pasemko, Rose Gaba, Bill Boitson, Walter Achtymichuk, Pauline Rabbitskin,
for peace in the World, for all people defending Ukraine and all refugees at the time of war, Rev. Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy and The Family,
Rev. Fr. Pavlo Myts and The Family, and all members of our Christian parochial family and those who are not able to join actively in our
community, your families, relatives, friends and neighbours; governments and armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals,
traveling, working or studying, nursing and senior homes, seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; your
spiritual fathers, those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the family they leave behind;
widows and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those who hate, use & hurt us; and all people who have asked us pray
for them. Please, also in your kindness keep praying those daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask for
special blessings to all Christian families and yourselves! REMINDER for families of individuals, who are admitted to hospital - If you or a
family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish rectory office to
make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you are in hospital, as privacy legislation.

SPIRIT_OF CHRISTIAN AWARENESS: Dear parishioners, if our brother or sister in Christ, who
usually sits next to you, is not in the Church today, please phone him / her and ask how he / she is
doing. Let him or her know that our parish community misses his or her at the church very much

L0:
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5 ea/d,%ﬁ(p and prays for them daily! We also pray for the people of Ukraine, that with the help of the Holy Spirit,

they may obtain social peace, political harmony and economic stability: Lord, hear us and have mercy.

ade
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Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion: You are a member of the Catholic Church (faithful of the Orthodox
churches are very welcome to receive Holy Communion); 2) You have participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the
Easter or Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; 3) You attend Divine Services regularly; 4) Your lifestyle is consistent with
the teaching of the Catholic Church; 5) You have kept the Liturgical fast — no food at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy (water and
medicine does not break the fast). 6) You have been in church from the beginning of the service, or at least heard the Gospel. 7) To the
best of your ability, you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you cannot receive Holy Communion, you are very
welcome to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his blessing.

Pastoral and Sacramental Ministry: Baptisms: by appointment. Marriages: six months’ notice should be given to the parish priest,
and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made. Reconciliation: by appointment. Holy Communion: for the sick,
by appointment, any time. Holy Unction (Anointing of the Sick): Those anticipating surgery, hospitalization or treatments and who would like
to receive anointing (by appointment, any time). Funerals and Memorials: by appointment.

The Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine is praying the rosary for Ukraine every Wednesday at 1:30 pm
(CDT), at Saint Joseph’s Ukrainian Catholic Church. We are inviting all Catholic churches to join us in prayer. We
thank you in advance for your cooperation and support. Pray for Ukraine. Slava Ukraini! YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCFDrZoGsYeJG1lqgdZyfYMA

YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND RESPECT OF OTHERS: After each Divine
Liturgy and every church service, please, keep silence in the House of the Lord as some of
the faithful are still praying at the church as well. In consideration of other Christians at the
church-house of prayer to the Lord Our Almighty and Omnipresent God, please do not leave
any items in the pews. Always love, pray and be respectful toward other people! Let each of
You always know how much money us do our part to be true stewards of our parish church by helping to keep the church building
' ’ safe and clean. Thank you very much for your understanding, help and care! Please always
remember that we come together to the church to glorify Lord Our God and spiritually
much time you have. grow as a Christian community and church as house of prayer helps us during our
temporal life journey.

FAITHFUL GIVING ... Please, remember that we never take a day off or a vacation
from God, or from our obligation to attend Divine Liturgy on Sundays and Holy Days. When
traveling, working, participating in different sport’s tournaments, activities or studying, please,
make sure you check out the service schedule for the area churches at our eparchial
website: www.nweparchy.ca and attend the Divine Liturgy. Remember as well, that while
parishioners may be away and on vacation, the parish-church is not. Expenses continue as
they do throughout the year. Please, remain consistent in your gifts to parish. Your weekly
Sunday offering is important to our financial well-being. If you are away, we appreciate it
when you forward your “make-up” donations. The financial stability of the parish counts on
regular Sunday contributions. One day every one of us will end his or her earthly journey.
Every day we are all getting closer to that moment. No person will be able after physical
death to use his or her earthly .
temporal  treasures  anymore. Stewa rd5h|p Prayer
: Always remember that, continue to
be honest, loving, carrying, supportive, positive and generous! God bless all you! .

Be aware and remember that your help is always appreciated, and we still need O G0d, the Father of every gift, all that we are and have
more parishioners to volunteer! Thank you for your support and care at this comes from your hand.

uneasy time for us all. “Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good T i :

works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor. Send down Your mercy In Jesus Christ, your Son, you _nave given us the greatest
upon all of us!” (A Prayer from the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom) of all gifts.

Bequests and Wills: Leaving a bequest is a process of giving a donation  Fill our hearts with his love, so that we may be parish
through your will. It is simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable communities of faithful, caring people.
organization through your last will and testament. It can be as small or as large a Grant us the grace to be good stewards who, in the
donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the = e g : .
process. In your kindness please remember Resurrection of Jesus Christ ~ name and spirit of Jesus, share our gifts of time, talent
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Penticton, BC and Dormition of the Mother of God  and treasure for the building up of your Kingdom in our
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kelowna, BC in your bequests and wills. If anyone Diocese and throughout the world.
wishes to make such a bequest in their will, the following clause may be included e :
or added to a will: "I give, o?evise, and bequeath to Dormﬁion of the I\Xother of God May e see Our Pt{gn.mage of Fa|t:1 ?ppeal aiourway
Ukrainian Catholic Church at 1091 Coronation Avenue, Kelowna, BC Viy 7ag  folive gratefully and give generously for your honor and
or to Resurrection of Jesus Christ Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Penticton, BC, the glory.
sum of $ (or % of my estate), to be used for the benefit of the Through Christ our Lord. Amen
church/parish and it's needs and pastoral ministry.”

*— YOUR HELP IS NEEDED AND ALWAYS TRULLY APPRECIATED, BE A STEWARD OF GOD’S VARIED GIFTS AND GRACES THE
HEAVENLY CREATOR GRACIOUSLY ENTRUSTED TO YOU: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our Christian
parish-church? Here are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of cleaning church;
Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound
or senior members, once active in their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It's not only about doing but about
“BEING” present to others! Please, feel very welcome to participate in our church choir singing, reading of the Epistles and others
inspiring Bible texts, holding the candles during the Gospels readings, church singing, projects, welcoming and reaching toward other

you have, but you never know how
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people, etc. VOLUNTEERS HELP IS ALWAYS NEEDED AND TRULY APPRECIATED: to help out with weekly cleaning in the church inside
and outside, security, maintenance, receiving donations for We Help Ukraine church projects, welcoming visitors, etc. If you can help
out, please, let us know. Please, contact Mr. Michael Hinz or Fr. Pavlo for more information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can
make a difference at our spiritual, parish life! Every parishioner is personally responsible before God for our spiritual home-
parish church! NOTE: If you wish to place your message or announcement into our weekly parish bulletin, please sent it by email

to the office at dormitionkelowna@gmail.com by no later than 3:00 p.m. on Thursday.

+ ff you wish to help or have any questions, suggestions, ideas about our Christian community life, please, contact
our parish executive council chairperson Mr. Michael Hinz. Email: m-e-hinz@web.de or phone: (250) 404-0569

VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, our
Good Shepherd, as you once gathered lost sheep
that they might hear Your voice and be your flock, so
also today graciously look down from heaven upon
our parish community, and send down on it your Holy Spirit, that it
might be a place to receive the joy of Your Good News. Strengthen
us with your presence, and always gather us together in prayer.
Grant us the spirit of serving others, so that in our parish all might
encounter You, the merciful God. Bless our spiritual leaders with
Your wisdom, and inspire us to generously give of our time, talents
and treasure for the building up of Your Kingdom. Unite us in
peace and harmony, as befits Your community of love. Instill in us
a missionary spirit, and let our parish community shine with the

VIERALIT
FPAKISH

MOJIUTBA XUBOI MAPA®II: Mocnoam Icyce Xpucre,
Mactupto Jobpui, sk konucb Tu NpuropHys 3abnykaHmx
0oBeYOoK, Wob BOHW nisHanu TBik ronoc i 6ynu Teoim
cTafloM, TakK i CbOrogHi rMAHb NnackaBo 3 HebecHUX
BMCOT Ha Hawy napacito Ta 3iwnun Ha Hei Teoro Ceatoro [yxa,
wob BoHa Oyna wmicuem ni3HaHHA pagocTti [dobpoi HoeuHMW.
Ckpinntor Hac TBO€E MPUCYTHICTIO Ta €4HaW Hac KOXHO4YacHO B
mMonuTBi. [lapy Ham gyxa CryxiHHA OnukHboMmy, o6 y Halwin
napadgii  KoXxHuMm Mmir 3yctpitn Tebe, wmwunoctmeoro bora.
Bnarocnosn Haw AyxoBHWW nposig TBoew MyapicTio i gan, wob
HIXTO 3 Hac He LUKOAyBaB Hi Yacy, Hi TanaHTiB, Hi MaTepianbHUX
nibp ans po3dynosu TBoro uapcTea. €gHanm Hac y Mypi Ta 3narogi,
wob mu B6ynu Teoeto cninbHoToo noboBi. Bcenn B Hac MiciiHoro
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light of the Gospel, with prayer and good works,

inviting all to share in the divine life, so that Your 3
Name, O Saviour, may be praised, together with Your et
eternal Father, and Your most-holy, good and life- :
giving Spirit. Amen.

ayxa, wob Mum ctanM TUM CBITUSIOM €BaHresNbCbKOro
cnosa, MONUTBKM i AoBpux Ain, WO KnuMde KOXHOro Ao
yyacTi B boxxectBeHHOMY XUTTi, W06 cnasunocs, Cnace,
TBoe IM'ss 3 6e3HavanbHMM TBoIM OTUEM Ta NPECBATUM,
Onarum i xuBoTBOpPAWMM TBOIM [yXOoM  HWHI, i
noBcsikyac, i Ha BiKM BIKiB. AMiHb.

“- We do pray and sincerely welcome and help Ukrainian refugees coming to Kelowna, BC! Monumocs, Bitaemo 1
ponomoxemo Bam! Please contact our parish We Help Ukraine commette at The Dorminition of The Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic
Church. Our parish WE Help Ukraine commettee volunteers has thoutfully serched for, bought, organized and prepared a special gifts for
new Ukrainian families receintly arrived and warmly welcomed at our Christian community.

OIN OUR CHURCH CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our Dormition Parish Choir and remember that we
are looking for new members! Contact Mrs. Lesia Achtymichuk for more information and details.

Traditional and Very Delicious Ukrainian Food is for sale at our parish: If you need more information or

to place your order, please contact Mrs. Alice Pelechaty at 250-763-4870 or Mrs. Olena Fedorov at 778-821-0759.
e L Rachel’s Corner: “I am fortunate that my wife had been on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat several years ago. She
A Kl had already helped me start the healing process. This was a beautiful finishing touch.” - Testimonial

¢ .4 Some men are finding their finishing touch on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, and others are just beginning to open that
: door to see what'’s inside. Wherever you are on your journey, you are most welcome! Give yourself that chance!
You deserve it. info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com f Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna 250-762-2273

‘KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS’ - as part of our parish fundraiser these special magnets are available
for purchase at a donation of $ 5.00. By placing on our cars, a magnet KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS, prepared
by the Knights of Columbus, we evangelize silently and verbally through this wonderful Christian symbol. In
addition, by purchasing this magnet we also support our parish, since all money collected in our parish for
these magnets are donated by the Knights of Columbus to our parish.

Keep Christ In Christmas
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+  Annual Theophany/ Shchedryj Vecheer/ Christmas celebration with pot-luck dinner, carolling glorifying God by
celebrating His Son and Lord Jesus Christ Birthday will take place staring at 11:00 am our parish hall on Sunday, of Jan. 8" 2023

A.D.

FRAYER FOR PEACE IN UKFEAINE
O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, we entreat You to hear the
earnest prayver of Your beloved Church of Kyivan Rus” for
her deeply afflicted children abiding in the land of
Ukraine. Behold their grave sorrow and grievous plight,
and speedily come to their aid. Deliver Your vulnerable
people from unjust aggressors, foreign invasion and the
terror ol war. Strengthen courageous defenders of the
nation to fight virtuously, inspired more by love of those
they protect than hatred ol the enemy.
O compassionate Lord, shelter the displaced, heal the
wounded, console the orphan, protect the widow,
comfort those who mourn, and mercifully receive into
Your Kingdom those who have nobly died guarding their
homeland against every aggression. Quickly make cease
the spilling of blood of riend and foe alike, yet stir many
to bravely struggle for that true justice which alone can
bring lasting peace.
O kind-hearted Lord, as You are our peace, soften the
hearts of the unmerciful and convert those who promote
hostilities toward reconciliation, so that Your belowved
children of the land of Ukraine, may abide in that
tranguility. justice and freedom which reflects your
Kingdom, where You reign with Your eternal Father, and
Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and
forever and ever. Amen.

MIDNIGHT MASS
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
HOMILY OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

Saint Peter’s Basilica Saturday, 24 December 2022 A.D.

What does this night still have to say to our lives? Two thousand
years after the birth of Jesus, after so many Christmases spent amid
decorations and gifts, after so much consumerism that has packaged
the mystery we celebrate, there is a danger. We know many things
about Christmas, but we forget its real meaning. So how do we
rediscover the meaning of Christmas? First of all, where do we go to
find it? The Gospel of Jesus’ birth appears to have been written
precisely for this purpose: to take us by the hand and lead us where
God would have us go. So let us follow the Gospel.

It starts with a situation not unlike our own: everyone is bustling
about, getting ready for an important event, the great census, which
called for much preparation. In that sense, the atmosphere was very
much like our modern celebration of Christmas. Yet the Gospel has
little to do with that worldly scenario; it quickly shifts our gaze to
something else, which it considers more important. It is a small and
apparently insignificant detail that it nonetheless mentions three times,
always in relation to the central figures in the narrative. First, Mary
places Jesus “in a manger” (Lk 2:7); then the angels tell the shepherds
about “a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger” (v.
12); and finally, the shepherds, who find “the child lying in the manger”

MOJTHT BA 3A MHP B YHPATHI
Nocnogau loyee Xpwuore Boswe wHam, Gnaracemo Tebe,
BHOAYYa mHpy MoJauTtey Teoel yvnwodnenol Ilepxsa#
KHiBchroT Pwci FTa B O CT Passs AaHY 4 MK Alreidi
YWEPATHCLKONG Kpak. CrordasHab MAACGCTHEHM OKOM HA X
arxoUTIirTra ra mrackaeso nocnima Ba gonosMory. 3Riasee
caiit OessarHCHHF HAPH Bin, HEeCPaBe A IHBHX
FarapOHHUKIBE, HamecTH arpecopis Ta Tepopy Bifimm.
IMingHM CcHIOK TBOEH Yoix aoGiaecHHMX i BigBamHHX
FAXMCHHUKIE aasa goGpouecHol SopoTbBOH, MoG BOHHM
pPagme KepyBAaMHCA MAKOGoB'0 Mo O0e33axXHCHHN, AaHD
HEeHABHCTI g0 BOoporie. O IlpemuiaocepaHHi Focmofme,
FAXOPOHM OepecesfIcHIIB, 3ULIHM DopaHeHHX, OCOpOHH
CcHpIiT, nmrpumaﬁ BJfIB, MOTIiIE cmpﬁcTHH): TA JIACKABO
rxpni‘imu Ao Teoro llapcrea BCIM, XTO E')'.,rl:arc:pc,u,uo BiLnans
CBOE HHTTH B cﬁopcu-:i BarsMiBIIHHMA B HAamamgiBe
BOPpOTriE. [NOoCHilH S¥IMHHHTH KPpOBONPOAMTTH SK Apyra,

TAK | Henpyra Ta AananaM cepis Bararkox 0 MY EFBOT
BOPOTEGM 23 ICTHHHY CHPABRSNSIHEBICT B, 0O € JANCepPeriom
TPpHBAAOTo MHpy. O nospocepamnid Nocrnogu, Ty — wam
MM, TICH " SEECINL BT :iEl'—[Bpf_“'l"I!iJli -l'_'\E'rJI_[H‘ HABRePpHH THM, XT0O
CHPHAE BOEHHHM AiSM, A0 OpaMHpedHsd, mo6 Teid
yAawGiaeHHA YHEpalHChEKIH @ Haposa BTIIABRCH  MHPOM,
cOopaReanMBicTd Ta CcEOOMO0K - o3xakaMmHa Teoro

Lapcrea, B AaxoMmy T gapmwem 3z lpesapiuamm Tiroim
Orness, I BeecearTHM, Baardm I JKuepoTBOopHHM TBROIM
Abyom, HHHi, | noBscarkgac, | Ha pikd BiKie. AMIHE.

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION:
THE POPE FRANCIS LIST

)

Don’t gossip.

N

Finish your meals.

W

Make time for others.

&
Choose the ‘more humble’ purchase.

nos

Meet the poor ‘in the flesh'.

S

Stop judging others.

N

Befriend those who disagree.

Make commitments, such as marriage.
Make it a habit to ‘ask the Lord’.

Be happy.

© ®
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(v. 16). In order to rediscover the meaning of Christmas, we need to look to the manger. Yet why is the manger so important?
Because it is the sign, and not by chance, of Christ’s coming into this world. It is how he announces his coming. It is the way God is
born in history, so that history itself can be reborn. What then does the manger tell us? It tells us three things, at least: closeness,

poverty and concreteness.

Closeness. The manger serves as a feeding trough, to enable food to be consumed more quickly. In this way, it can symbolize
one aspect of our humanity: our greed for consumption. While animals feed in their stalls, men and women in our world, in their
hunger for wealth and power, consume even their neighbours, their brothers and sisters. How many wars have we seen! And in how
many places, even today, are human dignity and freedom treated with contempt! As always, the principal victims of this human greed
are the weak and the vulnerable. This Christmas too, as in the case of Jesus, a world ravenous for money, hungry for power and
pleasure does not make room for the little ones, for so many unborn, poor and forgotten children. | think above all of the children
devoured by war, poverty and injustice. Yet those are the very places to which Jesus comes, a child in the manger of rejection and
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refusal. In him, the Child of Bethlehem, every child is present. And we ourselves are invited to view life, politics and history through
the eyes of children.

In the manger of rejection and discomfort, God makes himself present. He comes there because there we see the problem of
our humanity: the indifference produced by the greedy rush to possess and consume. There, in that manger, Christ is born, and
there we discover his closeness to us. He comes there, to a feeding trough, in order to become our food. God is no father who
devours his children, but the Father who, in Jesus, makes us his children and feeds us with his tender love. He comes to touch our
hearts and to tell us that love alone is the power that changes the course of history. He does not remain distant and mighty, but
draws near to us in humility; leaving his throne in heaven, he lets himself be laid in a manger.

Dear brother, dear sister, tonight God is drawing near to you, because you are important to him. From the manger, as food for
your life, he tells you: “If you feel consumed by events, if you are devoured by a sense of guilt and inadequacy, if you hunger for
justice, I, your God, am with you. | know what you are experiencing, for | experienced it myself in that manger. | know your
weaknesses, your failings and your history. | was born in order to tell you that | am, and always will be, close to you”. The Christmas
manger, the first message of the divine Child, tells us that God is with us, he loves us and he seeks us. So take heart! Do not allow
yourself to be overcome by fear, resignation or discouragement. God was born in a manger so that you could be reborn in the very
place where you thought you had hit rock bottom. There is no evil, there is no sin, from which Jesus does not want to save you. And
he can. Christmas means that God is close to us: let confidence be reborn!

The manger of Bethlehem speaks to us not only of closeness, but also of poverty. Around the manger there is very little: hay
and straw, a few animals, little else. People were warm in the inn, but not here in the coldness of a stable. Yet that is where Jesus
was born. The manger reminds us that he was surrounded by nothing but love: Mary, Joseph and the shepherds; all poor people,
united by affection and amazement, not by wealth and great expectations. The poverty of the manger thus shows us where the true
riches in life are to be found: not in money and power, but in relationships and persons.

And the first person, the greatest wealth, is Jesus himself. Yet do we want to stand at his side? Do we draw close to him? Do we
love his poverty? Or do we prefer to remain comfortably ensconced in our own interests and concerns? Above all, do we visit him
where he is to be found, namely in the poor mangers of our world? For that is where he is present. We are called to be a Church that
worships a Jesus who is poor and that serves him in the poor. As a saintly bishop once said: “The Church supports and blesses
efforts to change the structures of injustice, and sets down but one condition: that social, economic and political change truly benefit
the poor” (O.A. ROMERO, Pastoral Message for the New Year, 1 January 1980). Certainly, it is not easy to leave the comfortable
warmth of worldliness to embrace the stark beauty of the grotto of Bethlehem, but let us remember that it is not truly Christmas
without the poor. Without the poor, we can celebrate Christmas, but not the birth of Jesus. Dear brothers, dear sisters, at Christmas
God is poor: let charity be reborn!

We now come to our last point: the manger speaks to us of concreteness. Indeed, a child lying in a manger presents us with a
scene that is striking, even crude. It reminds us that God truly became flesh. As a result, all our theories, our fine thoughts and our
pious sentiments are no longer enough. Jesus was born poor, lived poor and died poor; he did not so much talk about poverty as live
it, to the very end, for our sake. From the manger to the cross, his love for us was always palpable, concrete. From birth to death, the
carpenter’s son embraced the roughness of the wood, the harshness of our existence. He did not love us only in words; he loved us
with utter seriousness!

Consequently, Jesus is not satisfied with appearances. He who took on our flesh wants more than simply good intentions. He
who was born in the manger, demands a concrete faith, made up of adoration and charity, not empty words and superficiality. He
who lay naked in the manger and hung naked on the cross, asks us for truth, he asks us to go to the bare reality of things, and to lay
at the foot of the manger all our excuses, our justifications and our hypocrisies. Tenderly wrapped in swaddling clothes by Mary, he
wants us to be clothed in love. God does not want appearances but concreteness. Brothers and sisters, may we not let this
Christmas pass without doing something good. Since it is his celebration, his birthday, let us give him the gifts he finds pleasing! At
Christmas, God is concrete: in his name let us help a little hope to be born anew in those who feel hopeless!

Jesus we behold you lying in the manger. We see you as close, ever at our side: thank you Lord! We see you as poor, in order
to teach us that true wealth does not reside in things but in persons, and above all in the poor: forgive us, if we have failed to
acknowledge and serve you in them. We see you as concrete, because your love for us is palpable. Jesus, help us to give flesh and
life to our faith. Amen.

Internet source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2022/documents/20221224-omelia-natale.html
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Pope Francis: Pray for a ‘very ill’ Benedict XVI" »"‘

Pope Francis on Wednesday asked for prayers for a
“very ill” Benedict XVI. Francis made the appeal for the 95-
year-old pope emeritus at the end of his weekly public

audience on Dec. 28 in the Vatican’s Paul VI Hall.

Source: CAN
“I ask to all of you a special prayer for the pope N\
emeritus Benedict, who, in silence, is sustaining the \

Church,” he said.

“‘Remember him — he is very ill — asking the Lord to
console him and to sustain him in this testimony of love for
the Church until the end.”

Benedict XVI, who reigned as pope from 2005 until his
resignation on Feb. 28, 2013, lives in a former monastery
in the gardens of Vatican City.

On Dec. 1, Pope Francis praised Benedict XVI for his role as pope emeritus and his contributions to the field of theology.

Speaking at the 2022 Ratzinger Prize award ceremony at the Vatican, Pope Francis said: “We all feel his spiritual presence and
his accompaniment in prayer for the whole Church.”

“But this occasion is important to reaffirm that the contribution of his theological work and, more generally, of his thought
continues to be fruitful and effective,” he said.

Source: https://risu.ua/en/pope-francis-pray-for-a-very-ill-benedict-xvi_n135248
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The Parish Hall roof is in urgent need of replacement. The roof is old and
is leaking into the hall, creating more damage. The cost of replacement Doors OPCM[ 3;’)0}\]]]
will be more than $30,000. Dinner (‘:‘L\Opm
e o : ‘. Dance:700pm
Remember that our Church relies entirely on our parishioners' charity

and generosity.

Please give generously. We need you! The Church needs you!

Please direct donations to the church and reference "Roof" in the MEMO,

Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church
1091 Coronation Ave, Kelowna, BC V1Y 7A8
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LORD OUR GOD,

GREAT AND ALMIGHTY, WE YOUR SINFUL CHILDREN TURN TO YOU WITH (om XII, crop ?93}

HUMILITY IN OUR HEARTS AND BOW OUR HEADS LOW BEFORE YOU. WE

BESEECH YOUR LOVING KINDNESS AND ABUNDANT BLESSINGS UPON THE

NATION — THE PEOPLE — OF UKRAINE DURING THESE DAYS OF GREAT DANGER
TO THEIR SAFETY AND WELL-BEING.

A C A\ 9 L

OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, LORD, ARE ONCE AGAIN THREATENED BY
AGGRESSORS WHO SEE THEM ONLY AS SIMPLE OBSTACLES BLOCKING THE
PATH TO THE COMPLETE DOMINATION OF THE PRECIOUS LAND AND

Patriarch Josyf Cardinal Slipyj teaches and reminds all:

~

-~

»w

RESOURCES OF THE COUNTRY OF UKRAINE. STRENGTHEN THE PEOPLE AS ~ ; N . . . . .
THEY FACE THIS GREAT DANGER, TURNING TO YOU IN THE IMMEASURABLY 9 Today faith in God, in Christ —is the most important thing.

D DEEP FAITH, TRUST AND LOVE THEY HAVE PLACED IN YOU ALL THEIR LIVES. g

- SEND YOUR HEAVENLY LEGIONS, O LORD, COMMANDED BY THE PATRON OF How many peo_ple lose their faith, become _careles;,

FIHG:ARCUANEL Ay &1 SIS T ST o8 - P N do not even realize, that a human person without faith
1 ’ | becomes an animal.” (vol. XII, page 293)

» GRANT UNITY OF MIND, HEART AND SOUL, O LORD TO ALL LEADERS IN PUBLIC N o o

’ SERVICE WITH THOSE THEY SERVE. UNITE THEM ALL INTO ONE, GREAT q https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josyf_Slipyj
CHRISTIAN FAMILY, SO THAT TOGETHER, AS BROTHERS AND SISTERS, THEY b

. MAY GLORIFY YOUR MAJESTIC NAME — GOD IN THE HOLY TRINITY — FATHER, —7

SON AND HOLY SPIRIT, NOW AND EVER AND UNTO THE AGES OF AGES.
AMEN.
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BC Grown Flowers for all occasions!
Birt]n]n}'s_ Anniversaries. Weddings. 9.\-'|||F|;lll|}-' &

Tropical Plants & Flowers. .. just because =
e Beeswax = Farm Fresh Eggs, A 2 50 860 70 77

Candles Cheese, Smoked Salmon

’-4.

e Honey, Mead, e Chocolate, Baked
Bee Pollen goods, Gelato

e Lotions, Soaps, e Local Art, Cuban Cigars
Bath Salts & & much more
more
Eclectic Arvay of Loeal Avtisan products

Please come in and explore!
Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and lift your spirits.

2630 Pandosy Streect 250-861-5825
Kelo‘ma’ B.C. V1Y 1V6 mancitearthlyercations.net

Marie Exelvyn Shandalla carthlvereations{loral.com
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ERANCE CODERRE
Location Manager - Funeral Director
0 250-762-2299 | F 250-862-9544
terance.coderre@@Sci-us.com

FIRST MEMORIAL FUNERAL SERVICES
121 Sutherland Awve, Kelowna, British Columbia V1Y 5Y2
www firstmemorialfuneralkelowna.com

please, let us know by contacting the parish office.
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