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11-тa НЕДІЛЯ після ЗІСЛАННЯ СВЯТОГО ДУХА  

Post-feast of the Holy Dormition of the Mother of God;  
Holy Apostle Thaddeus; Holy Martyr Bassa 

 

August 21st, 2022 A.D.  

 

 
THANK YOU FOR JOINING US BY PRAYING TO THE ALMIGHTY GOD AT THE CHURCH AND ON-LINE! 

Welcome, pray, greet, and wish you and all your dear ones to be guided by the Holy Spirit, 
blessed with joy, peace, good health, unity, and Christian love and respect today and 

always! Your pastor has thoughtfully prepared this church letter/bulletin for you to pray, read, spiritual growth and as Christians to 
evangelizing daily by responsibly and honestly sharing with all people the Good News/Gospel of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus 

Christ in the World today!    
 

          Daily Liturgical and Sacramental Services  
               celebrated during this week: 

SUNDAY, Aug. 21st at 8:15 a.m. Rosary: (Church services in Kelowna, BC)    

9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, family members, all relatives and friends (in Eng. and Ukr.) 

Blessings of herbs and flowers will be held following the Divine Liturgy today. 

1:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (in Eng. and Ukr.)  

Blessings of herbs and flowers will be held following the Divine Liturgy today.  (Church services in 

Vernon, BC)   

 

Tue., Aug. 23rd at 10:00 a.m. The Sacrament of Confession / The Mystery of Reconciliation (Church services at Camp Saint Volodymyr)   
Wed., Aug. 24th at 9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings and peace in Ukraine (Church services in Kelowna, BC)  
   

Fri., Tue., Aug. 26th at 9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: repose of the soul of Mrs. Stefania Paryniuk (church service requested by The Family)  

Sat., Aug. 27th at 4:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (in Eng. and Ukr.)    
(Church services in Penticton, BC)      

SUNDAY, Aug. 28th at 8:15 a.m. Rosary: (Church services in Kelowna, BC)    

9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, family members, all relatives and friends (in Eng. and Ukr.) 

1:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all our parishioners, relatives and friends. (in Eng. and Ukr.) (Church service in 

Vernon, BC)   
 

Please contact Fr. Pavlo if you want to have the Divine Liturgies celebrated in your special intentions, such as: In Thanksgiving for 
Favours Received, the Infirm, General Intentions, Repose of the Deceased, Help of the Holy Spirit, for the Travelers, Students, Workers, 
etc. In case of emergency phone (250) 299-7249. If you would like to come to Confession, meet with the parish priest individually at the 

church or parish office, receive spiritual care and support via telephone or internet, want him to bless your home with annual 
traditional and pastoral blessings visiting you, your relatives or friends at their home, hospital or care homes,  

call or email the pastor in advance to arrange time and a day. 
            

 

 

 

“The secret of Christian living is love.  
Only love fills the empty spaces caused by evil” 

–   teaches, guides and reminds us all His Holiness Pope Francis Ist today 
 

Christian Greetings:  

Glory to Jesus Christ!  –   Glory to Him Forever!             
Slava Isusu Chrystu! – Slava na Viky!   Слава Ісусу Христу! –  Слава на Віки! 

Christ is among us!   – He is and will be! 
 

 

THE VIBRANT PARISH - A PLACE TO ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST: 

Through the Word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer, Serving One’s Neighbour, Leadership, 
Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit.   – Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude 

Sviatoslav  

mailto:dormitionkelowna@gmail.com
http://kelowna.nweparchy.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
http://www.nweparchy.ca/
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Liturgical propers in English language:    

    Troparion (Tone 2): When You went down to death, O Life Immortal,* You struck Hades dead with the blazing light of Your divinity.* 

When You raised the dead from the nether world,* all the powers of heaven cried out:* “O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory be to 

You!” 

    Troparion (Tone 1): In giving birth you retained your virginity,* in falling asleep you did not abandon the world, O Mother of God.* You 

passed into life, for you are the Mother of Life,* and by your prayers* you deliver our souls from death. 

+ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

     Kontakion (Tone 2): You rose from the tomb, O almighty Saviour;* and Hades, seeing this wonder, was stricken with fear; and the 

dead arose.* Creation saw and rejoices with You, and Adam exults.* And the world, my Saviour, sings Your praises for ever. 

Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

      Kontakion (Tone 2): The tomb and death could not hold the Mother of God,* unceasing in her intercession and unfailing hope of 

patronage,* for, as the Mother of Life, she was transferred to life* by Him Who had dwelt in her ever-virgin womb. 

       Prokeimenon (Tone 2): The Lord is my strength and my song of praise, and He has become my salvation. 

            Verse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death. (Psalm 117:14,18) 

        Prokeimenon (Tone 3): My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour. (Luke 1:46) 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 9:2-12 (NRSV) 

        Brothers and Sisters, if I am not an apostle to others, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This 

is my defense to those who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be 

accompanied by a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who 

have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who at any time pays the expenses for doing military service? Who plants a vineyard 

and does not eat any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not get any of its milk?Do I say this on human authority? Does not the 

law also say the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the  grain.” Is it for oxen 

that God is concerned? Or does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was indeed written for our sake, for whoever plows should plow 

in hope and whoever threshes should thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if 

we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of 

this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 

      Alleluia (Tone 2): 

verse: The Lord will hear you in the day of tribulation; the name of the God of Jacob will shield you. 

verse: Lord, grant victory to the king and hear us in the day that we shall call upon You. (Psalm 19:2,10) 

verse: Rise up, O Lord, to the place of Your rest, You and the ark of Your holiness. (Psalm 131:8) 

Gospel: Matthew 18:23-35 (NRSV) 

        The Lord spoke this parable, “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, 

his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 

on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 

released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with  him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When 

his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 

Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 

until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart.” 

     Hymn to the Mother of God: Seeing the pure one’s falling asleep, angels marvelled in wonder how the Virgin could ascend from 

earth to heaven. 

     The Irmos: O pure Virgin, in you are conquered the bounds of nature,* for childbirth remains virginal and death is betrothed to life.* 

Virgin after childbearing and alive after death, O Mother of God,* never cease to save your inheritance. 

Communion Hymns: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest. (Psalm 148:1).* I will take the chalice of 
salvation;* and I will call upon the name of the Lord.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 115:13) 

 
 

Літургійні частини Українською мовою: 
Тропар (глас 2): Коли зійшов Ти до смерти, Життя безсмертне,* тоді ад умертвив ти блистінням Божества.* Коли ж і 

умерлих із глибин підземних воскресив Ти,* всі сили небесні взивали:* Життедавче, Христе Боже наш, слава Тобі. 
Тропар (глас 1): У різдві дівство зберегла ти,* в успінні світу не оставила ти, Богородице.* Переставилася ти до життя, 

бувши Матір’ю Життя.* І молитвами твоїми* ізбавляєш від смерти душі наші. 
+ Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові. 

Кондак (глас 2): Воскрес єси з гробу, всесильний Спасе,* і ад, увидівши чудо, зжахнувся та й мертві встали;* а творіння, 
бачивши, радіє з Тобою, й Адам веселиться,* і світ, Спасе мій, повсякчас Тебе оспівує. 
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І нині, і повсякчас, і на віки вічні. Амінь. 
Кондак (глас 2): В молитвах невсипущу Богородицю* і в заступництвах незамінне уповання* – гріб і умертвіння не 

втримали.* Бо як Матір Життя до життя переставив той,* хто вселився в утробу приснодівственну. 
Прокімен (глас 2): Господь – моя сила і моя пісня,* і Він став моїм спасінням (Пс 117,14). 
       Стих: Тяжко покарав мене Господь, та не поередав мене смерті (Пс 117,18). 
Прокімен, пісня Богородиці (глас 3): Величає душа моя Господа і возрадувався дух мій у Бозі, Спасі моїм (Лк. 1,46-47). 

Апостол: (1 Корінтян 9, 2-12.): 
Браття і Сестри, ви достовірний доказ у Господі мого апостольства. Ось моя оборона перед тими, що мене судять. Хіба 

ми не маємо права їсти й пити? Хіба ми не маємо права водити сестру – жінку, як інші апостоли, брати Господні і Кифа? Чи 
може, один я і Варнава не маємо права на те, щоб не працювати? Хто коли своїм коштом служив у війську? Хто садить 
виноградник і не їсть із нього плоду? Хто пасе стадо і не живиться молоком від стада? Хіба я говорю тільки як людина? Хіба й 
закон не каже цього? Таж у законі Мойсея написано: Не зав’язуй рота волові, коли молотить. Чи Бог турбується про волів? Чи, 
може, ради нас говорить? Бож ради нас написано, що хто оре, мусить орати в надії і хто молотить, молотить теж у надії, що 
матиме щось з того. Коли ми сіяли у вас духовне, чи то велика річ, коли жатимемо у вас тілесне?  І коли інші мають це право 
над вами, чому не більше ми? Та ми не користуємося цим правом, але весь час терпимо, щоб не робити ніякої перешкоди 
Євангелію Христа. 

     Алилуя (глас 2): 
Стих: Вислухає тебе Господь у день печалі, захистить тебе ім’я Бога Якова (Пс 19,2).  
Стих: Господи, спаси царя і вислухай нас, коли будемо взивати до Тебе (Пс 19,10). 
Стих: Воскресни, Господи, в упокій Твій, Ти і кивот святині Твоєї (Пс 131,8). 

Євангеліє: (Матея 18, 23-35): 
Сказав Господь притчу оцю: Царство небесне похоже на царя, що хотів звести рахунки з слугами своїми. Коли він 

розпочав зводити рахунки, приведено йому одного, що був винен десять тисяч талантів. А що не мав той чим віддати, пан 
велів продати його, жінку, дітей і все, що він мав, і віддати. Тоді слуга, впавши йому до ніг. поклонився лицем до землі й каже: 
Потерпи мені, пане, все тобі верну. І змилосердився пан над тим слугою, відпустив його й подарував йому борг той. Вийшовши 
той слуга, здибав одного з своїх співслуг, який винен був йому сто динарів, схопив його й почав душити його, кажучи: Верни, 
що винен. Співслуга його впав йому в ноги й почав його просити. Потерпи мені, я тобі верну. Та той не хотів; пішов і кинув його 
в темницю, аж поки не верне борг. Коли товариші його побачили, що сталось, засмутились вельми, пішли до свого пана й 
розповіли йому про всю справу. Тоді пан покликав його і сказав йому: Слуго лукавий! Я простив тобі ввесь борг той, бо ти мене 
благав. Чи не слід було й тобі змилосердитись над твоїм товаришем, як я був змилосердився над тобою? І розгнівавшись його 
пан, передав його катам, аж поки не верне йому всього боргу. Отак і мій Отець небесний буде чинити вам, якщо кожний з вас 
не прощатиме братові своєму з серця свого. 

Замість Достойно: Ангели, бачучи успіння Пречистої, здивувалися, як Діва возходить з землі на небо. 
Ірмос (глас 1): Перемагаються закони природи у тобі, Діво чиста: бо дівственне є різдво, і смерть наперед заповідає 

життя; по різдві діва, і по смерті жива. Спасаєш завжди, Богородице, насліддя твоє. 
Причаснi: Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на висотах (Пс 148,1). * Чашу спасення прийму і ім’я Господнє призову 

(Пс.115,4). * Алилуя (х3). 
     

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!      ЩИРО BAM ДЯКУЄМО! 

 Gratitude to all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all Christian people of the good will who by their kindness share time, 
talents and treasures, help to clean inside and outside our church building, and to every person who knowingly or unknowingly for the other 
people thoughtfully make donations, participated at our parish projects and ministry, volunteered by helping our parish community and via our 
Christian church in various ways supporting Ukraine at the time of war and projects inside and as Christian missionaries praying and reaching 
outside our parish to very challenging and unpeaceful World today by keeping and sharing their Christian love, respect and unity in Christ by 
looking after and graciously supporting our Christian, Catholic Church communities!  

 
 

     DONATIONS!   Amid war in Ukraine and Covid-19 Pandemic causing many difficulties and challenging times we continue to rely on your 
Christian care, understanding, support and generosity!  

Please continue to support our parish financially by  e-transfer (it is a direct deposit, no security question is needed) 
via dormitionetransfer2020@gmail.com or mailing a cheque payable to Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church  

1091 Coronation Ave., Kelowna, BC  V1Y 7A8      Thank you for your support and care at this uneasy time for us all.    “Remember, O Lord, 
those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor.   Send down Your mercy upon all of us!”  

(A Prayer from the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom) 
 
HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE PEOPLE IN UKRAINE: Please donate to the “Aid for 

Ukraine”. All donations will be directed to regional organizations in Ukraine, who support all 
people in need including refugees fleeing their homes to other parts of Ukraine. The funds will be 
forwarded to Caritas Ukraine, a charitable organization with over 20 offices in Ukraine. They 
supply aid by accessing and delivering food, shelter, medical supplies and providing spiritual and 
psychological support for those in need. A generous family has pledged to match all donations in 
support of humanitarian aid in Ukraine up to $500,000. Help us meet this goal. Make cheques 
payable to Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church 1091 Coronation Ave., 
Kelowna, BC  V1Y 7A8  with memo ‘Aid for Ukraine’. You can also donate cash or via e-transfer 
to (email  dormitionetransfer2020@gmail.com address). By putting your generous donation in 
cash or cheque, please remember to write your name, address, amount of your donation, memo 

mailto:dormitionetransfer2020@gmail.com
https://www.caritas.org/where-caritas-work/europe/ukraine/
mailto:dormitionetransfer2020@gmail.com
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‘Aid for Ukraine’, parish registration number (if you are a registered parishioner) on a church donation envelope located at the church 
vestibule. Please donate generously! We help Ukraine!  

 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada has partnered with the Catholic Near East Welfare Association in Canada (CNEWA) to provide 
immediate humanitarian support for the people of Ukraine. With the threat of further invasion by Russia, the already 8-year war in Ukraine has 

placed several million people in desperate need for food, shelter, medical attention, and more. Will you help your brother and sister in need? 
Please pray. Stay informed.  Donate. https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/         https://www.catholicregister.org/item/34002-

caritas-prepared-should-tanks-roll?mc_cid=839560d5dd&mc_eid=995513d2e2 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!            ЩИРО BAС ВІТАЄМО! 

Sincerest prayerful greetings to Mr. Rylan Joshua Pfob and Mrs. Katherine Jane Dunbar on receiving their Sacrament of 

Marriage/The Holy Matrimony at our Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kelowna on Friday of August 19th. 

May the Almighty God bless your young Christian family, your parents and all relatives and friends with good health, love, peace, 

prosperity and salvation for many, happy and blessed years of life! 

    May the Almighty God bless in good health and salvation in many, happy and blessed years of life to Mr. Mark and 
Mrs. Janneth Holick on their wedding anniversary (Aug. 21st), Ms. Oksana Makovych on her birthday (Aug. 23rd), Tasha 

Hillman on her birthday (Aug. 25th), Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Carol-Ann Hillman on their wedding anniversary (Aug. 25th), 
Carolina Posthumus on her birthday (Aug. 26th), Mark Fantych on his birthday (Aug. 26th), Mrs. Tetiana Korolova on her birthday (Aug. 
27th), and to all the faithful Christians celebrating their birthdays, heavenly patron’s name-days, wedding anniversaries, and any other 

special anniversaries this week Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita / Many Blessed Years of Life!   

NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• LIVE STREAMING of church services from Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kelowna, B.C.: 
Please join our Christian prayerful community at https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5 

You can also view 24 / 7 many inspiring videos, articles, pictures, etc. are regularly published by the pastor. Please visit our parish 
Facebook page: DormitinionKelowna Parish: https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5      

• Please visit and pray via our Cathedral Facebook page for live-stream videos of the liturgical services at The Holy Eucharist 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in New Westminster, BC: https://www.facebook.com/holyeucharistcathedral/   
        Your spiritual father-pastor is praying for all of you daily! Please pray for one another and especially for those who are ill, suffering be 
being affected by disasters, war in Ukraine! Let us always be co-responsible to ensure that we are all well. 
 

 

          PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: Lucy D., Janet F., Volodymyr P., Ivan L., Ray Saranchuk and 
Family, Cameron V., Rose Ostopowich, Keyton A., Shelley M., Kathleen S., Chelsea M., Carmella M., 
Bernard M., Darrin M., Kit C., Shirley C., Olga Kuzyk, George Dashkewytch, Kay Ilnitski, Kalyna Kociuba, 
William Shuya, Bronie Huska, Peter Huska, Roma Nowakowski, Barbara and Vincent Pasternak, Dr. 
Nadia Popil, The Hillman Family, Joseph Stetch, Rosa Maria Santos, Anita N., Ron and Verna 
Shoemaker, Jonas and Anne, Alyssa and Adam, Mark and Asia, Karen Feniuk, Volodymyr Melnyk, 
Shelley Zemliak, Ron Horon, Adeline Sorochuk, relatives of The Burachok Family, Aretta Manion and The 
Family, Daniella-Daryna Tomashevska and The Family, Shane Bettin, Patricia Sawadsky, Robert Emery, 

Jacob and Anne Dressler, Lorraine Pasemko, Rose Gaba, for peace in the World, for all people 
defending Ukraine and all refugees at the time of war, Rev. Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy and The Family, Rev. 
Fr. Pavlo Myts and The Family, and all members of our Christian parochial family and those who are not 
able to join actively in our community, your families, relatives, friends and neighbours; governments and 

armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, nursing and senior homes, seeking God’s answer 
to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; your spiritual fathers, those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their 
eternal reward and for the family they leave behind; widows and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those who hate, use & 
hurt us; and all people who have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep praying those daily for vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask for special blessings to all Christian families and yourselves!  REMINDER for families of 
individuals, who are admitted to hospital - If you or a family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure 

to have someone call our parish rectory office to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you are in hospital, 
as privacy legislation. 

       SPIRIT OF CHRISTIAN AWARENESS: Dear parishioners, if our brother or sister in Christ, who usually sits next to you, is not 
in the Church today, please phone him / her and ask how he / she is doing. Let him or her know that our parish community 
misses his or her at the church very much and prays for them daily!  We also pray for the people of Ukraine, that with the help of 
the Holy Spirit, they may obtain social peace, political harmony and economic stability: Lord, hear us and have mercy.   
 

       Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion: You are a member of the Catholic Church (faithful of the Orthodox churches 
are very welcome to receive Holy Communion); 2) You have participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the Easter or 
Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; 3) You attend Divine Services regularly; 4) Your lifestyle is consistent with the 
teaching of the Catholic Church; 5) You have kept the Liturgical fast – no food at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy (water and 
medicine does not break the fast).  6) You have been in church from the beginning of the service, or at least heard the Gospel. 7) To the best 
of your ability, you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you cannot receive Holy Communion, you are very welcome 
to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his blessing.

 

       Pastoral and Sacramental Ministry:  Baptisms: by appointment.    Marriages: six months’ notice should be given to the parish priest, 
and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made.   Reconciliation: by appointment.      Holy Communion: for the sick, 
by appointment, any time.    Holy Unction (Anointing of the Sick): Those anticipating surgery, hospitalization or treatments and who would 
like to receive anointing (by appointment, any time). Funerals and Memorials: by appointment.  

https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/34002-caritas-prepared-should-tanks-roll?mc_cid=839560d5dd&mc_eid=995513d2e2
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/34002-caritas-prepared-should-tanks-roll?mc_cid=839560d5dd&mc_eid=995513d2e2
https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
https://www.facebook.com/holyeucharistcathedral/
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         The Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr`s Shrine is praying the rosary for Ukraine every Wednesday at 1:30 pm at Saint 
Joseph`s Ukrainian Catholic church. We kindly request to place this information in your Sunday bulletins. We 
are inviting all Catholic churches to join us in prayer. We thank you in advance for your cooperation and support. Pray 
for Ukraine. Slava Ukraini! YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFDrZoGsYeJG1IqgdZyfYMA 

 

    YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND RESPECT OF OTHERS: After each Divine Liturgy and every church service, 

please, keep silence in the House of the Lord as some of the faithful are still praying at the church as well. In consideration 
of other Christians at the church-house of prayer to the Lord Our Almighty and Omnipresent God, please do not leave any 
items in the pews. Always love, pray and be respectful toward other people! Let each of us do our part to be true stewards of our parish 
church by helping to keep the church building safe and clean. Thank you very much for your understanding, help and care! Please always 
remember that we come together to the church to glorify Lord Our God and spiritually grow as a Christian community and church 
as house of prayer helps us during our temporal life journey. 

 YOUR HELP IS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED, BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our 
parish-church? Here are some suggestions:  Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of cleaning church; 

Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward of prayer; Steward of 
service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in their younger years, want to 
find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but about “BEING” present to others! 
Please, feel very welcome to participate in our church choir singing, reading of the Epistles and 
others inspiring Bible texts, holding the candles during the Gospels readings, church singing, 

projects, welcoming and reaching toward other people, etc. VOLUNTEERS HELP IS ALWAYS NEEDED AND TRULY APPRECIATED: to help 
out with weekly cleaning in the church inside and outside, security, maintenance, receiving donations for We Help Ukraine church 
projects, welcoming visitors, etc. If you can help out, please, let us know. Please, contact Mr. Michael Hinz or Fr. Pavlo for more 
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference at our spiritual, parish life! Every parishioner is personally 
responsible before God for our spiritual home-parish church!  NOTE: If you wish to place your message or announcement into 

our weekly parish bulletin, please sent it by email to the office at dormitionkelowna@gmail.com by no later than 3:00 p.m. on 
Thursday.  
 

 If you wish to help or have any questions, suggestions, ideas about our Christian community life, please, contact 

our parish executive council chairperson Mr. Michael Hinz. Email: m-e-hinz@web.de  or phone: (250) 404-0569 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFDrZoGsYeJG1IqgdZyfYMA
mailto:dormitionkelowna@gmail.com
mailto:m-e-hinz@web.de
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 Camp Saint Volodymyr on August 21-28, 2022 A.D.: Camp St. Volodymyr will be celebrating 
36 years of offering camp to children in our Eparchy. This year, with the support of the UCC, we are sponsoring 35 

Ukrainian refugees. We are looking for people to help in the following ways.  
           WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR CAMP  

   COUNSELLORS: If you are 16 and older we need your help! We are seeking between 8-10 
individuals to help plan and organize our camp activities.  Apply online using our google 
form https://forms.gle/GYJwS9ZSRRiAPLML7 by Sunday August 7. All volunteers will be 
subject to a criminal record check and must sign the camp code of conduct.  
       CAMP LIFEGUARD: We are still in need of a camp lifeguard. If you know of anyone that can help, 
please forward them our contact information.   
        KITCHEN SUPPORT: We are searching for a few people to come up for the day to support the kitchen 
staff. At this time, we are unable to accommodate overnight stays.   

       TRANSPORTATION OF CAMP SUPPLIES:  We will need 1-2 vehicles/trucks to help transport camp supplies to 
and from the Kelowna parish to Camp OAC. Transportation can be done on either Saturday (Aug 20)/Sunday(Aug. 21) and on 
Sunday Aug 28.   
        DONATE Food: We are always happy to accept food donations of fresh fruits and vegetables, breakfast items; cereal, syrup, 
pancake mix, jam, Nutella, lunch items; chicken soup, Kraft dinner, cheese, drinks; juice boxes, powdered drinks, brownie/cake 
mixes, Jello, snack bars, cookies or treats. Gift certificates to Superstore and Costco are also welcomed.  
      DONATE Monetarily: A cash donation can be made to Holy Eucharist Cathedral. Tax receipts can be issued for donations of $25 or 
more.  For more information contact Jennifer (604.220.0584) email: jennsawka@hotmail.com 

 
VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good 
Shepherd, as you once gathered lost sheep that they might hear 
Your voice and be your flock, so also today graciously look down 
from heaven upon our parish community, and send down on it your 
Holy Spirit, that it might be a place to receive the joy of Your Good 
News. Strengthen us with your presence, and always gather us 
together in prayer. Grant us the spirit of serving others, so that in 
our parish all might encounter You, the merciful God. Bless our 
spiritual leaders with Your wisdom, and inspire us to generously 
give of our time, talents and treasure for the building up of Your 
Kingdom. Unite us in peace and harmony, as befits Your 
community of love. Instill in us a missionary spirit, and let our 
parish community shine with the light of the Gospel, with prayer 
and good works, inviting all to share in the divine life, so that Your 
Name, O Saviour, may be praised, together with Your eternal 
Father, and Your most-holy, good and life-giving Spirit. Amen.  
 
 
 

МОЛИТВА ЖИВОЇ ПАРАФІЇ: Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю 
Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, щоб вони 
пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь 
ласкаво з небесних висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї 
Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем пізнання радості 
Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, 
щоб у нашій парафії кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого 
Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю мудрістю і дай, 
щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні 
матеріальних дібр для розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у 
мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою любові. Всели 
в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом 
євангельського слова, молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного 
до участі в Божественному житті, щоб славилося, Спасе, Твоє 
Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. 
Амінь.  

 1            2 
 Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church Praznyk/Feast 3 

Day/Birthday will be celebrated at our parish in Kelowna, BC today on Sunday, August 21th, 4 
2022 A.D. The Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. Potluck lunch and celebration will be 5 
held after our church Sunday service. If you have any questions about our parish Praznyk potluck 6 
meal, please contact Ms. Marie Shandalla and Mrs. Olena Fedorov at 778-821-0759. We are 7 
looking forward to pray, welcome and share the blessings and joy of this wonderful parish 8 

celebration with all of you. 9 

 We do pray and sincerely welcome and help Ukrainian refugees coming to Kelowna, BC! Молимося, вітаємо й 10 
допоможемо Вам! Please contact our parish We Help Ukraine commette at The Dorminition of The Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic 11 
Church. Our parish WE Help Ukraine commettee volunteers has thoutfully serched for, bought, organized and prepared  a special gifts for 12 
new Ukrainian families receintly arrived and warmly welcomed at our Christian community.   13 

 Traditional and Very Delicious Ukrainian Food is for sale at our parish: If you need more information or  to place your 14 
order, please contact Mrs. Alice Pelechaty at 250-763-4870 or Mrs. Olena Fedorov at 778-821-0759.   15 

 JOIN OUR CHURCH CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our Dormition Parish Choir and remember that we 16 
are looking for new members! Contact Mrs. Lesia Achtymichuk for more information and details.  17 

  Rachel’s Corner: “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. I will remove the heart of stone from your 18 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”    - Ezekiel 36:26 19 
        Did you feel like your heart turned to stone the day you made your abortion decision, or maybe it felt that way over time? God 20 
can change that for you. Join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and see what it feels like to receive His merciful love flooding your 21 
new heart of flesh. Will you accept His invitation?  Rachel’s Vineyard awaits you. info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com     22 
www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com    f Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna   250-762-2273 23 
 24 

https://forms.gle/GYJwS9ZSRRiAPLML7%20by%20Sunday%20August%207
mailto:jennsawka@hotmail.com
mailto:info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
http://www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com/
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      FAITHFUL GIVING … Please, remember that we never take a day off or a 25 
vacation from God, or from our obligation to attend Divine Liturgy on Sundays 26 
and Holy Days. When traveling, working, participating in different sport’s 27 
tournaments, activities or studying, please, make sure you check out the 28 
service schedule for the area churches at our eparchial website: 29 
www.nweparchy.ca and attend the Divine Liturgy. Remember as well, that 30 
while parishioners may be away and on vacation, the parish-church is not. 31 
Expenses continue as they do throughout the year. Please, remain consistent 32 
in your gifts to parish. Your weekly Sunday offering is important to our financial 33 
well-being. If you are away, we appreciate it when you forward your “make-up” 34 
donations. The financial stability of the parish counts on regular Sunday 35 
contributions. One day every one of us will end his or her earthly journey. 36 
Every day we are all getting closer to that moment. No person will be able after 37 
physical death to use his or her earthly temporal treasures anymore. Always 38 
remember that, continue to be honest, loving, carrying, supportive, 39 
positive and generous! God bless all you!   Be aware and remember that 40 

your help is always appreciated, and we still need more parishioners to volunteer! Thank you for your support and care at 41 
this uneasy time for us all.  “Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and 42 
remembering the poor.  Send down Your mercy upon all of us!”  (A Prayer from the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom) 43 
 44 
         Bequests and Wills: Leaving a bequest is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is simply a distribution from your 45 
estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is 46 
important that you talk to your lawyer about the process. In your kindness please remember Resurrection of Jesus Christ Ukrainian 47 
Catholic Parish in Penticton, BC and Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kelowna, BC in your bequests and 48 
wills. If anyone wishes to make such a bequest in their will, the following clause may be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, 49 
and bequeath to Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church at 1091 Coronation Avenue, Kelowna, BC V1Y 7A8    or 50 
to Resurrection of Jesus Christ Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Penticton, BC, the sum of $________ (or ____% of my estate), to be 51 
used for the benefit of the church/parish and it's needs and pastoral ministry.” 52 

 53 
 54 
 55 
 56 
 57 
 58 
 59 
 60 

“Overcome evil with good!” (Rom. 12:21) 61 
 62 

Pastoral Letter of the 2022 Synod of Bishops 63 
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 64 

to the Clergy, Monastics and Laity of the UGCC 65 
and to All People of Good Will 66 

Greater love has no one than this, 67 
that someone lay down his life for his friends (Jn. 15:13). 68 

 69 
Beloved in Christ! 70 

    For the fifth month, a large-scale, brutal war has been taking place on Ukrainian soil. It came uninvited and perfidious already in 71 
2014, and from February 24, the enemy took off all his previous masks and openly destroys Ukraine. 72 
    The Russian army kills the innocent and rapes the defenseless, kidnaps children and deports the occupied, tortures prisoners and 73 
starves the besieged, steals the grain we grow and loots our homes, annexes lands and destroys seized enterprises, fires at 74 
peaceful cities and terrorizes residents. The russian leadership seeks to destroy Ukrainian statehood and deprive us of our name.       75 
   “You have eyes and heart only for your dishonest gain, for shedding innocent blood, and for practicing oppression and violence” 76 
(Jer. 22:17). Again, as in the 20th century, the territory of our Fatherland has turned into “bloody lands.” 77 
We strongly condemn this war! Because “the way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD” (Prov. 15:9). The world has a moral 78 
obligation to turn back this aggression against Ukraine! 79 
     The aggressor’s intentions are plainly genocidal: from the first days, the war tactics show that he is not fighting the army, but the 80 
people. Russia is trying to satisfy its imperial appetites: its leadership considers Ukraine a colony, a not-a-state that is not worthy of a 81 
place on the political map of the world. To be great, an empire needs colonies—enslaved, conquered lands, resources, slaves. 82 
Colonial genocidal logic dictates scorched earth tactics that spare no one and nothing. It holds nothing sacred—neither the elderly 83 

http://www.nweparchy.ca/
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person, nor the pregnant woman, neither the baby in a maternity hospital, nor children hiding in a theatre. It sees no value in a 84 
historical monument or industrial city, a residential building with hundreds of residents or hectares of ripe grain. Everyone and 85 
everything can be destroyed “for the sake of operational tasks.” Every day, as if in a daze, the whole world contemplates the 86 
barbarism, moral decay, and vileness of the attackers. Ukraine, on the other hand, defends itself, because its people, once and for 87 
all, have refused to become slaves, they simply strive to live their God-given life and God-given dignity in freedom. No one dares to 88 
take this away from him – thus says the Lord. 89 
      Ukraine does not want to conquer or humiliate Russia. It wants the aggressor neighbour—having a territory 28 times larger, 90 
stretching across 11 time zones, and a population almost four times larger—to stop its centuries-old attempts to enslave and destroy 91 
Ukraine, to free itself from the pathology of imperialism and become a law-based state that respects the rights of others. The thief 92 
must leave our house! The Russian Orthodox Church must stop ideologically promoting the heresy of the “Russian world”! At a time 93 
when various Christian Churches are rethinking with repentance their historical role in the policy of colonialism and the practice of 94 
slavery, the Russian Orthodox Church is leading its faithful into the moral darkness of violence, aggression, and war crimes. The salt 95 
has lost its taste, and the light has stopped shining (cf. Mt. 5:13-16). 96 
     The war of the invader has caused a humanitarian and ecological catastrophe, an economic and demographic crisis in our 97 
country. In five months, up to nine million residents have left Ukraine, in particular, two million adults and children have been forcibly 98 
deported by the occupier to russia, and an estimated seven million have been forced to become internally displaced persons, 15.6 99 
million are in need of humanitarian support. Thousands of families are separated by kilometres and borders. The number of widows 100 
and orphans is increasing daily. The aggressor is doing everything to turn our Fatherland into an uninhabitable territory, cities and 101 
regions remain deserted. The scale of this massive demographic shift is beyond our comprehension, but we will feel its effects for 102 
decades. 103 
     The tragedy of the war has profoundly wounded our Church directly. Some of our parishes are occupied and plundered. After all, 104 
over the past centuries, every time the boot of the russian occupier—be it tsarist, Soviet, or putinian—stepped on our land, the 105 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church was persecuted and destroyed. However, each time, bearing witness to her faith and showing 106 
endurance in persecution, by the Lord’s will she was restored with a new strength. We believe and know that it will be so this time as 107 
well. We express solidarity and support to our bishops, priests, consecrated persons, lay faithful, who are on the front lines and in the 108 
occupied territories, or have been forced to leave their homes and parishes. We believe that you will return to your homes, and our 109 
parishes will revive and develop. We express words of brotherhood and solidarity to the Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Protestants, 110 
Jews, and Muslims of Ukraine, who are under mortal threat no less than we. We stand together! 111 
The courage and unity of our people in defending their independence has been unexpected even for many Ukrainians, not to 112 
mention for other countries. Heroic military resistance, dedication and sacrifice of volunteers, unity, and unanimity of religious 113 
communities, which have turned into important centres of mutual aid and love for one’s neighbour, provide proof that such a people 114 
cannot be enslaved. 115 
     They wanted to bury us, but they did not know that we are seeds. This saying has become a slogan of the indomitability, 116 
resilience, and strength of resistance to difficulties that Ukrainians are demonstrating. It echoes the saying of the Christian writer 117 
Tertullian: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” We bow our heads to all those who have sacrificed and are 118 
sacrificing themselves to protect the innocent, to defend the truth, to stand up for our sacred God-given human dignity. 119 

Tremendous painful sacrifice, because it is authentic and paschal, bears abundant, life-120 
giving fruit. In the midst of death, which the enemy sows everywhere using his full arsenal of 121 
malice and hatred, emerge sprouts of immeasurable strength and nobility. God has ignited 122 
the souls of Ukrainians with faith in the victory of God’s truth. In an era of relativistic 123 
dictatorship, Ukrainians clearly call things by their name: there is truth, goodness, principles, 124 
and values by which one should live and for which one can even die, and there are lies and 125 
insidious evil. Ukraine has united Europe, healing its cracks, and inspired people of goodwill 126 
all over the world. The Sacred Scriptures come alive before the eyes of humanity, and the 127 
Lord of history manifests a miracle: David confronts Goliath. Ukrainian soldiers who protect 128 
from the onslaught their hometowns, the lives of relatives and loved ones, the freedom and 129 
dignity of the people, together with David say: “You come to me with a sword and with a 130 
spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts… whom you 131 
have defied” (1 Sam. 17:45). We express our sincere recognition to all those who selflessly 132 
stand for truth and justice. 133 

    We thank the priests-chaplains who, risking their lives, stand alongside our defenders, pray with them, carry Christ to them and 134 
provide humanitarian support. 135 
Through her suffering and desperate struggle for existence, Ukraine has become the epicentre of global changes. Many people and 136 
nations are losing their blinders: it becomes clear that cheap resources are not worth the cost of enabling dictators; that the world 137 
security system is weakened and peace is threatened if, for the sake of prosperity, attention is not paid to divine principles and the 138 
behaviour of violators is ignored; that no man or country is a distant island, but that all humanity is interconnected at different levels, 139 
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and if injustice is done to one country, others cannot be indifferent. “Never again” is transformed from a historical slogan into a moral 140 
imperative. 141 
     By God’s will, the truth has become clear, and the lie has faded away, because “no lie is of the truth” (1 John 2:21). The very fact 142 
of russia’s unprovoked aggression, reinforced by the war crimes of the russian occupiers, has caused a huge wave of support for 143 
Ukrainians in the world. The unprecedented level of humanitarian assistance to refugees and temporarily displaced persons is an 144 
authentic testimony to Christian love: “I was a refugee, and you received Me; I was in trouble, and you came to Me” (cf. Mt. 25:35-145 
36). For this hospitality and generosity of various peoples, Churches, bishops, priests, monks and nuns, lay faithful and people of 146 
good will in various countries on various continents we express our deep gratitude. We also express our sincere thanks to the 147 
monasteries, religious orders, and congregations in Ukraine and abroad, that have accepted thousands of forcibly displaced persons 148 
and share with them everything they have. As in the times of the first Christian communities, the abundance in some overcame the 149 
need in others (cf. 2 Cor. 8:14). 150 
     These days, we ask ourselves: What gives us the strength to fight and resist an enemy who outnumbers us tenfold in military 151 
might? If we revise the question to “Who” gives us the strength, then the answer becomes obvious. God gives us strength because 152 
He is the Lord of powers. Why? Because we love! The power of Ukrainians is the power of love. Our soldiers are guided by the 153 
principle, not of hating others, but of love for their own— children, loved ones, parents, friends, land, native streets, morning dawns, 154 
fogs… Love is manifested in the tireless work of volunteers, in the generous donations of millions, in sincere silent prayer. And 155 
through this love we have already won. 156 
     This moral high ground must be preserved. We will ultimately win only if we continue to love, if we do not deviate one iota from 157 
the biblical formula for this victory: “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever 158 
does not love abides in death” (1 John 3:14). Love gives birth to heroes, and hate—criminals. The cruelty of war dehumanizes, and 159 
so we, as a nation defending itself and as a Church uniting the people in Christ’s family, must make every effort to preserve our 160 
dignity and humanity, without ever stooping down to the inhumanity and atrocities of the aggressor. Let us protect the hearts of our 161 
soldiers from evil, so that they remain warriors of light and goodness! Let us safeguard our own hearts! Let us turn our anger and 162 
resentment into courage, indomitability, true wisdom, and the victory of God’s truth. St. Paul urges us: “Do not be overcome by evil, 163 
but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). 164 
     How to be Church? 165 
    The principles which we adopted in the Pastoral Letter of 2021, “The Hope to Which the Lord Calls Us,” reflecting on our future 166 
and establishing the pastoral priorities of our Church for the next decade, are brought to the fore and acquire particular meaning 167 
against the backdrop of the war. Drawing on the experience of the pandemic, which deeply affected social bonds and structures, we 168 
emphasized the need for pastoral conversion, for building networks of communion, for healing wounds and for closeness and 169 
practical attention to the poor and marginalized. Based on the experience of our communities, we sought to describe a methodology, 170 
and the war created a context in which each of us can reflect more deeply on what this methodology and these principles mean and 171 
to what practical conclusions and actions they lead. 172 
      Our pastoral conversion will mean being close to our faithful—in suffering, grief, trials, death. “If one member suffers, all suffer 173 
together” (1 Cor. 12:26). The expression “smell like the sheep” returns to its original, radical Christian meaning—to give one’s life for 174 
the entrusted sheepfold. The war prompts us to continue building bonds of solidarity between people, parishes, and countries with 175 
new fervour and resilience; new, hitherto unheard-of, wounds will require persistent prayer and generous labour from everyone, so 176 
that with the oil of divine mercy and human compassion they might be healed and transformed into sources of hope; while helping 177 
the poor and marginalized will require from us new approaches and creativity in love. 178 
      In October 2021, at the opening of the Synod of Bishops of the Catholic Church, Pope Francis emphasized that we are called to 179 
unity, communion, brotherhood, which appear precisely when we realize that we are all equally embraced by God’s love. In other 180 
words, our unity or solidarity is not a social construct, but our identity in response to God’s love. “He who does not love does not 181 
know God, for God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8). 182 
     War radically teaches us, through the pain, sacrifices, and grief it brings each day, to be the Church of Christ: to believe 183 
unshakably in the power of good and to live with active love. “For he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love 184 
God whom he has not seen” (1 Jn. 4:20). 185 
     We are called to be a Church that is close 186 
     In Ukraine and abroad, our parishes create networks of prayer and support. Along with prayers for peace, rescue, the wounded 187 
and fallen, appeals resound to collect donations, find volunteers, pack and unpack material resources. The difficult, meticulous work 188 
continues. Through the witness of the Church and our faithful in different countries of the world, the truth is being spread and the 189 
awareness of what people in Ukraine are experiencing grows. A church that is close to suffering, to human grief, is alive and will not 190 
become a museum. 191 
     We are called to be a Church that listens 192 
     Chaplains and priests, representatives of monasticism or lay faithful, who worked with those who survived occupation, shelling, 193 
mutilation, or loss of relatives, note that the most important words of consolation are “I am with you!” Contact, attention, humaneness, 194 
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prayer—these are the main tools for pastoral care in time of war. To listen 195 
to the other, to hear his or her story, to accept his or her pain—in our 196 
circumstances this is what it means to be Church. 197 
     We are called to be a Church that heals wounds 198 
     During his earthly mission, Christ healed the blind, crippled, 199 
possessed, in order to ultimately heal humanity and every human being 200 
from the disease of death and sin. Christ handed over to the Church his 201 
ministry of healing wounds, of making others whole. In time of war the 202 
healing of spiritual wounds, of dealing with trauma and stress is one of 203 
the primary tasks of the Church and its ministers. “Bear one another’s 204 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). The wounds and 205 
traumas of the people we are called to serve are mostly visible and 206 
obvious, but sometimes they are hidden or wrapped up in bandages of 207 
anger, fear, feigned detachment. 208 
     The Church, being herself wounded by the suffering and pain of the 209 
disaster of war, is called to bring to every destitute and wounded person 210 

the medicinal grace of the Holy Spirit in the Holy Mysteries 211 
(Sacraments) and in spiritual accompaniment, the medicine of 212 
consolation and merciful love. In human wounds we recognize the 213 
wounds of our Saviour, and, in touching human suffering, we 214 
rediscover contact with the risen Christ, whose wounds became a 215 
sign of God’s ultimate victory over the dark and destructive forces 216 
of sin. 217 
      Thus, in his Son, crucified for the sins of all people and raised 218 
from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit, God the Father 219 
Himself comes to meet His suffering children and turns human 220 
patience into a source of hope and eternal life. The word of God 221 
through the mouth of the holy apostle Paul assures us of this: 222 
“Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 223 
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 224 
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the 225 
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 226 
lives to God.” (Rom. 6:8-10). 227 
     We are called to be a Church that prays for peace and 228 
seeks justice 229 
     “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 230 
world gives do I give to you” (Jn. 14:27). Peace is one of the gifts 231 
of the Holy Spirit, and in the midst of the pain of daily distressing 232 
news, the Church ceaselessly beseeches the Lord for peace for a 233 

long-suffering Ukraine and works together with others for the restoration of peace and justice in our land. 234 
     We are called to be a Church that gives hope 235 
     We, Christians, are people of hope not because we “hope for something better,” but because we believe in God and in the eternal 236 
life to which the Lord invites us. “Hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 237 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom. 5:5). Paradoxically, it is precisely this faith that allows us fully and deeply to experience 238 
earthly events, this war in particular. From the perspective of eternity, everyday reality is not blurred, but, on the contrary, it acquires 239 
clear contours, the sacred value of each person is brought to the fore. 240 
     Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! Because of the pandemic, we, the bishops of the UGCC, have not seen each other in person 241 
in three years. However, the joy of our brotherly meeting has been overshadowed by the horrors of war. It was the war, the suffering 242 
it inflicts on our people, and the latest challenges caused by russian military aggression against our Fatherland, that were at the 243 
centre of our prayers, conversations, and synodal meetings. In addition, during this year’s session of the Synod, we reflected on the 244 
topic “Synodality and sobornist: the experience of the UGCC.” In the context of the present circumstances, this is not an abstract 245 
topic. On the contrary, the calamity that our state and our people are experiencing called on us to rediscover the power of unity and 246 
the need for daily and enduring solidarity for the sake of victory. “In unity is the strength of the people. God, give us unity!” We felt 247 
even more keenly that we were called to strengthen unity within the country, and to support our faithful and all people of good will 248 
outside its borders. 249 
     May the power and action of the Holy Spirit give us unshakable unity and faith in the victory of God’s truth! 250 
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     May the Lord strengthen and bless our defenders, volunteers, doctors, employees of the State Emergency Service, the lawful 251 
government of Ukraine and all those who protect and liberate Ukraine from the aggressor! 252 
    May He embrace the families of those who have died, the orphans and widows, the prisoners and the missing in action! 253 
    May He grant eternal reward and fullness of life to the fallen! 254 
    May the oil of merciful love heal the physical, mental, and spiritual wounds of the victims! 255 
Through the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos and all the saints of the land of Ukraine, may He bestow his peace and blessings on 256 
the whole world! 257 
  258 
    The blessing of the Lord be upon you! 259 

On behalf of the Synod of Bishops of the 260 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 261 

   262 
                                                                                                                                                           † SVIATOSLAV 263 

Given in Przemyśl, 264 
at the Cathedral of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, 265 

on the Day of the Placing of the Precious Robe of 266 
Our Most Holy Lady and Theotokos in Blachernae, 267 

on July 15, 2022 A.D. 268 
 269 

  270 
 271 
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 273 

 274 
 275 

 276 
 277 

 278 
Patriarch Josyf Cardinal Slipyj teaches and reminds all: 279 

 280 
“Today faith in God, in Christ – is the most important thing. 281 

How many people lose their faith, become careless,                          282 
do not even realize, that  a human person without faith 283 

becomes an animal.”                     (vol. XII, page 293)          284 
 285 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josyf_Slipyj 286 
 287 

288 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josyf_Slipyj
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