CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER
OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy,
Venerable Monastics,

Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
in Ukraine and throughout the world

Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy!
Lk 2:10

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Beloved in Christ!

Today the angels in heaven sing and celebrate, all creation is filled with joy, for the Saviour and Lord is born this
day in Bethlehem of Judea. This joy, which we especially experience with today’s illustrious feast, is an integral part of
being for every believing Christian, a visible sign and fruit of God’s unceasing presence. The joy of the Saviour's coming
on earth dissipates all the fears and uncertainties of human life, for “God is with us,” once and for all!

In the Gospel narrative the light of God’s presence initially causes fear, as a human being by nature is afraid of
the unknown, the unexpected or the uncertain: “And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with fear” (Lk 2:8-9). But the word spoken by the angel “Fear not!” and the good news about
the birth of the Saviour takes away that fear: “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger” (2:12). The shepherds readily go to the place indicated by the angel, there they bow
before the newborn Saviour, and in turn, themselves become proclaimers of joy.

The Newborn Saviour is the incarnate Love of God, who as the only and eternal source of joy dispels fear.
Authentic love is not a temporary or passing human emotion, but a life-giving power, the expanse of life, given and
guaranteed by God Himself. Only in the space of Divine love and joy can human beings fully live, develop, and be
themselves. God does not desire for His creation to be afraid, and thus in the Nativity, He comes to us as a vulnerable
child. The Son of God allows Himself to be laid on hay in a manger, He allows Himself to be embraced by human
hands, to be fed at the human breast of the Mother of God. The Almighty God, who needs nothing, makes Himself
needy, helpless, and dependent on the warmth and tenderness of human love! Today He makes us capable of opening
our embrace to God and neighbour without fear.

So, where does this fear come from? Above all, humans are fearful because, being separated from God through
sin, they feel abandoned and lonely: confronting the unknown world alone and unprotected before its hostility. When
people are closed to the love of their Creator, they are fearful of Him, erroneously perceiving God as a hostile and
foreign power, which seemingly might threaten them, and so they seek to build their life without Him. They hide before
their God and Lord, as once did Adam in paradise following his sinful fall. We read in the book of Genesis: “But the
LORD God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ And he said, ‘| heard the sound of you in the garden,
and | was afraid...” (3:9-10).

The life of a person without God’s love is transformed into “a space of anxiety and restlessness.” A human being,
having distanced himself or herself from the face of God, falls into a place of constant fear for their life in the face of
death. It is this fear that is the tool of evil, which inevitably takes over and paralyzes a person, takes away his or her
freedom, deprives them of joy and hope. A person without God is also afraid of his or her neighbour, the foreigner, the

emigrant, as subconsciously they see them as competitors for their illusory space of security and plenty. In the end,



such persons fear themselves, their weaknesses and limitations. They are afraid of failing to fulfil the expectations of
others, they are afraid of being a failure in learning and work in the context of increasingly aggressive competition in
the world. And so today the voice of the heavenly angel resounds in our present night of fear and insecurity: “Fear not,
for behold, | bring you good news of great joy!” (Lk 2:10).

The Son of God was born in a human body in order to overcome the very reason for a person’s alarm, fear, and
uncertainty. This day, in His Nativity, with His liberating divine love He enters into the cold and dark cave of human
existence, into our world, increasingly filled with anxiety, into our personal expanse of life. He is born in our midst in
order to remove the paralyzing power of our contemporary fears and anxieties, and to say to the person of the XXI
century, to say to each one of us: “Fear not!” We read of this in the Epistle to the Hebrews: “Since therefore the children
share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
slavery.” (2:14-15).

Christmas is the source of victory over today’s fears: fear of the future and the unknown, fear of others, fear of
death. In celebrating the birth of our Saviour, His joyful entrance into the horizons of humanity today, let us not allow
anyone to frighten us. The word of angels spoken today “Fear not!” is also directed to the Ukrainian people in the midst
of the challenges we face in this historical period of our nation’s existence. If “God is with us” then who can frighten us,
take away or imprison our will to defend our country and people, our desire for true justice, dignity, and liberty? St.
John writes: “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever
fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us” (1 Jn 4:18-19).

Christmas in the unification of God with humankind: God Himself enters into human living space and begins living
as a human being, accepting all discomforts, challenges, and threats. Let us rejoice, therefore, for we are the ones
whom Christ in His Nativity has liberated from fear, granting us joy in love. He will also renew our capacity to love God
and neighbour. In Him are the foundations of our national, state, and ecclesial existence.

Dear Brother and Sisters. With Christ’s birth, | sincerely greet you all: those in Ukraine and abroad, those who
celebrate together with loved ones and those who are far from family, the young and the old, children and parents, the
healthy and the infirm, the wealthy and the poor. Today we are all rich in the joy and love of the newborn Saviour. In
thought and heart, | am with those who suffer bodily and spiritual wounds. Those who have doubts and are searching
in the midst of the dangers and anxieties of today’s world, who thirst for true peace and joy — receive my Christmas
greeting and my loving embrace. Today, in a special way | unite myself in prayer with those who fearlessly stand on
the frontlines and defend our country. On the occasion of this feast, | express my gratitude and impart my blessings on
our battle-worn veterans. May the words of our carol-koliadka speak to the heart of each of you:

Let us imitate the shepherds,
Let us bow to the One Born
That He deign to grant us peace
Transform sorrows into joy,

For those who believe, who believe in Him (Vselennaya Veselysia)

From the bottom of my heart, | wish all of you the authentic joy of the children of God, a tasty kutia, a cheerful

celebration of Christ’'s Nativity, and a happy, peaceful, and blessed New Year!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
1 SVIATOSLAV
Given in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,

on the day of the all-praiseworthy Apostle Andrew the First-called
the 13th of December (30" of November) in the 2019th Year of our Lord



PI3ABAHE NOCNAHHA
BINAXXEHHILLOIO CBATOCJIABA

BucokonpeocBsileHHUM i NpeoCBsILLEeHHUM apXUENUCKONaM i
MUTpononuTam,
6oronbMBMM eNUcKonam, BCe4eCHOMY AYXOBEHCTBY,
npenogo6HOMy MOHaLLeCcTBY,
BO3n06neHnm 6paTtam i cecTpam,
B YKpaiHi Ta Ha NOCeNeHHAX Y CBIiTi CyL UM

He 6itimecs! Oue crniosiwaro sam sesnuky padicms!
JIk. 2,10

XpucToc Hapoamscs! Cnasimo Moro!
Dopori B Xpucri!

CborogHi aHrenun Ha Hebi cniBaloTb | TOPXKECTBYIOTh, YCe TBOPIHHA HANoBHeHe paaicTio, 60 Cnacutens i Focnoap
OHecb Ham Hapoaueca Y Budpneemi togencokomy. Lis pagictb, siky 0cobnmBo Big4yBaEMO 3 HUHILLHIM CBITIIMM CBSATOM,
y BipYyHOUYOro XpUCTUSIHMHA € YaCTMHOW Noro 6yTTH, BUOAMMMM 3HAKOM i nNnoaom GesHacTtaHHOI BoXoi MpuCcyTHOCTI.
PagicTb i3 npuxogom CnacuTens Ha 3eMso Po3Bitoe BCi CTpaxy i HEMEBHOCTI NMIOACLKOMO XUTTS, 00 «3 Hamu Bory», pas
i HasaBxaun!

B eBaHrenbCbkin po3nosigi cBiTro BoXol NpMCYTHOCTI cnovaTtky BMKIMKAE CTpax, TOMY L0 NoanHa, NPUPOAHO,
60iTbCA HEBIAOMOrO, HEOUIKYBaHOIO YM HENEBHOro: «Bynu X y Ti CTOPOHI NacTyxu, Wwo nepebysanu B YCTiM noni Ta
BHOYi CTOSINIM HA CTOPOXi KOJo CBOIX OTap. AX ocb aHren flocnoaHin im 3'aBuBCS i cnaea [flocnogHs ix ocisina i BENUKnii
cTpax oropHyB ix» (JIk. 2, 8-9). Ane cnoBo Big aHrena «He bGiTeca» | GrnarosicTb Npo pagicHe HapogkeHHs Cnacutens
ycyBae Lien cTpax: «l ocb BaM 3Hak: Bu 3Hangete outs cnosuTe, WO nexatume B acnax» (2, 12). NacTtyxu oxoye nayTtb
Ha Micue, Kyau BKasaB IM aHresl, Tam MOKMOHAITLCA HOBOHapompkeHoMy CnacuTtenesi i BigTak cami CTaloTb
OnarosicHMKaMmu pagocTi.

HoBoHapomkeHun Cnac — BonniodeHa boxa noboB, WO, K €auHe i BiYHe QKepeno pafocTi, ycyBae CTpax.
CnpaexHs nobOB — Lie He TMMYacoBe i LUBUOKOMIMHHE NIOACBKE MOYYTTS, a XMBOTBOPHA cuna, obLump XUTTS,
JapoBaHuii i 3abeaneyeHnii cammm Borom. Jlnwe B npocTopi Boxoi noboBi 1 pagocTi NognHa MOXe KUTU BMOBHI,
possmBatncs i 6yt cobow. Bor He xoue, Wob Moro TBopiHHA Gosinocs, | Tomy B Pisasi npuxoauTb 40 Hac Sk
Oes3axucHa gutuHa. CvH Boxunin gae cebe noknactu B sicna Ha CiHi, Aae cebe 0BiNHATY NIOACLKUMK pyKamu, rogyBaTu
noacekumm rpyabmu boromatepi. BcemoryTHin bor, sikuia Hidoro He noTpebye, pobuTtb cebe NnoTpedyounm, HEMIYHUM
i 3anexHUM Bi4 Tenna 1 HXKHOCTI noacbkoi Nobosi! BiH pobute Hac cborodHi 3gaTHUMK 6e3 cTpaxy BigKpWUTK HaLi
o6inmun Borosi Ta 6NKHBEOMY.

Tox 3Bigkn 6epeTbes uen ctpax? JlioanHa 60iTbCcsa Nnepeaycim Tomy, Lo BOHa, Byay4un BigokpemreHoto Big bora
yepes rpix, No4YyBaeTbCA NOKMHYTO i CAMOTHBOK: CaM-Ha-cam 3i CBITOM, SIKOrO He 3Hae, | 6e33axmcHO nepeq noro
BOpoXicTo. Konu nioamnHa 3akputa oo ntobosi cBoro TBopuUs, BOHA HaBiTb Woro 60iTbcst, XMBHO cnpunmatoun bora sk
BOPOXY i Yy>Ky cuny, WO Ha4ebTo MOXe i 3arpoxKyBaTu, a TOMy HamaraeTbcsa OyayesaTtu cBin cBiT 6e3 Hboro. BoHa
X0BaeTbCA Big [ocnoga bora cBoro, sk Le Konuck pobuB y pato nicnga rpixonagiHHa Agam. Yntaemo y KHu3i byTTs:
«bor noknukae Yyonosgika i cnuTtas noro: "[e Tm?". Ton Bignosis: " 4yB TBOW NyHy Yy cagi 1 3nakasc4..."» (3, 9-10).

KutTa nognHm 6e3 boxoi NoboBi NEpPeTBOPHETLCA HA «NPOCTIP TPUBOMM | HECMOKOOY». JTloaMHa, BigganueBLINCh
Big 06nmy4s bora, noTpannsie Ha TepeHM NOCTIMHOIO CTpaxy 3a CBOE XUTTA nepef obnmydsam cmepTi. Came Lewn cTpax
i € IHCTPYMEHTOM 3na, sike HEMUHYYe NporMaE i Nnapanisye noauHy, Biadupae B Hei cBoboay, no3baensie ii pagocTi n

Hagii. JllogmHa nosa borom 6oITbCA TakoX CBOro GRAMXKHBOrO, YyXWMHUS, emirpaHTa, 60 nigcBigOMO BBaxae MOro



KOHKYPEHTOM 3a ii ifto30pHUIN nNpocTip 6e3nekun i gocratky. BpelwTi, BoHa 60iTbca camoi cebe: cBOei cnabkocTi Ta
obmexeHocTi. BoHa 60iTbca He BUNpaBaaTh OuikyBaHb iHWKMX, 60iTbcs ByTM HeBAaAxo B HaBYaHHI Ta Ha poboTi B
KOHTEKCTi Aeaarni arpecuBHILLOT KOHKYPEHL,i y CBITi. | OCb CbOrogHi cepen Halloi Cy4acHOi HoYi 6OsI3HI | HENEBHOCTI
nyHae ronoc aHrena 3 Hebec: «He 6inTecsa! Oue cnosiwato Bam Benuky pagictb!» Jlk. 2, 10

CwvH Boxwnii HapoamBcs B NMOACBKOMY Tini, Wo6 nogonaTtn caMmy NPUYUHY TPUBOTU, CTPaxy i 3aryGreHHs NIoguHN.
BiH i cborogHi, y cBoemy Pi3gBi, BXoAUTb 3i CBOEK BM3BOJSIbHOK OOXECTBEHHOI NOOOB’H0 ¥ XONMOAHI 1 TEMHI nevepu
Cy4acHOI MOAMHKW, Y Haw CBIT, CMOBHEHUN LWopa3dy Obinbluol TPUBOrOK, y Haw OCOBUCTUIA MPOCTIP XKUTTS.
HapooxyeTbecs Mixk Hamu, Wob YCyHYTU napaniTUYHy CUny Halimx TenepillHix cTpaxiB i TpMBOr i Wo6 cka3aTu NoauHI
XXI cTonitTs, ckasaTu KoxXHoOMy 3 Hac: «He OGincal» Mpo ue untaemo y lMocnaHHi oo eBpeiB: «A WO it Oynu
y4yacHUKamu Tina i KpoBu, TO 1 BiH NofibHO y4yacTb y ToMy 6paB, Wob CMepTHO 3HULLMTK TOro, XTO MaB Briagy CMepTH,
TOOTO AnsABONa, i BU3BONUTM TUX, LLIO iX CTPAX CMEPTU BCE XUTTA TpMMaB y pabcTii» (2, 14-15).

PisgBo — mkepeno nepemorn Hag cTpaxamu Cy4acHOi NIOAMHW. CTpaxom nepes MambyTHIM i HeBigoMUM,
CTpPaxoM nepen iHWUMKU, CTpaxom nepen cmepTio. CBATKYIOUM HapomkeHHs Haworo Cnacutens, WMoro pagicHe
pi3aBsHE BXOAXEHHSI B TOPU3OHTM HUHILLHBOMO M0ACTBA, HE Aanmo HikoMy cebe 3ansakatun! CkasaHe CbOrogHi cnoso
aHreniB «He BiTeca» TakoX 3BepHeHe [0 YKpaiHCbKOro Hapody nepen nuuem BUKIUKIB Cy4acHOT iCTOPUYHOI XBUN
HaLLOro HaujioHanbHOro OyTTs. AKLWO «3 Hamu Bor», To XTO 3MOXe Hac 3ansikaTti, 3abpaTy UM NOHEBONUTY HaLLy BOJSIHO
[0 3axMCTy Haloi AepaBu i Hapoay, OO iICTUHHOI cnpaBeanIMBOCTI, rigHOCTI Ta cBoboam? Muwe cB. IBaH: «CTtpaxy
Hema B NMo0OBI, a, HaBNaku, AOCKOHana fto0oB NporaHsie reTb cTpax, 00 cTpax Mae B cobi kKapy, a XxTo 60iTbcs, Town
HefockoHanun y nobosi. My nobumo, 60 BiH nepunn nontobus Hac» (1 I8. 4, 18-19).

PisaBo — ue egHaHHg bora 3 nioguHoto: bor cam BXoAuTb Y XXUTTEBWI NPOCTIP JIIOAMHM | MOYMHAE XUTU HK
noaunHa, NpMnMaroym BCi HEBUrOaM, BUKINUKK 1 3arpo3n. Paginmo, omke, 60 MU Ti, KOro XpucToC Y CBOEMY HAPOLKEHHI
BU3BOSIMB Bid CTpaxy, Aapylum HaMm pagictb y nobosi. BiH Takox BigHOBMTbL Halwly 34aTHiCTb o Nnobosi bora i
OnmxHboro. ¥ HeoMy — OCHOBM HaLLOro HAPOAHOrO, AEPXKABHOIO i LLepPKOBHOIO By TTS.

Hopori 6patn i cectpn! 3 PizgsoM XpnCTOBUM LLMPO BiTalo BCiX BaC: TUX, XTO B YKpaiHi i HA NOCENEHHsX, XTO
CbOrofHi CBATKYE pa3oM 3 PiOHUMM i XTO Aaneko Bid piaHMX, MONOAMX | cTapLliunx, OiTen i 6aTbkiB, 300pPOBUX | HEMIYHNX,
3aMOXHKX | BigHMX. CboroaHi Bci Mu 6ararti B pagocTi Ta noboBi HoOBOHapompkeHoro Cnaca. [lymkoto i cepueM 51 3 TUmn,
XTO CTpaXaae BiJ TiNnecHWX i AyLweBHUX paH. YcCi, XTo 3 Bac nepebyBae y CyMHiBax i nowykax cepef Hebeanek i Tpysor
CY4acHOro CBiTYy, XTO Cparfun CnpaBXHbOro MMpy N pagocTi — NPUMAMITL OUEe MOE pi3aBsiHe BiTaHHS | MOi 0binMn B
no6o.i. OcobnNMBO CbOrodHI 1 €gHalOCA B MONUTBI 3 TMMK, XTO ©e3CTpallHO CTOITb Ha (PpPOHTI Ta 3axuwae Hawy
aepxaBsy. 3 Uiel CBATKOBOI Haroau BUCIMOBMIOK BAAYHICTE i nepegatd GraroCroBEHHSA TakoX HallMMm BeTepaHam
OOoMoBKMX Ail. Xar cnoBa Haloi KoNsiaKM NPOMOBIISIOTE A0 CepUs KOXHOrO:

lMacmupsm yrnodobimcs,
PoxdeHHOMy MOKTOHIMCS,

LIo6 i3eonue mup Ham Gamu,
Ckopbu e padocmb npemiHamu,

Bipytoyum, gipytodum y Hbozo (BceneHHas, Becenucs).

3i Wwmporo cepusi 6axkato BCiM BaM CNpaBXHbOI pagocTi giten Boxmx, cMayHoi KyTi, Becenux ceaT Pizaea

XpUCTOBOro Ta LLACNNBOro, MMPHOro i 6narocnoBeHHOro HOBOroO Poky!

Xpuictoc Hapoawmscs! Cnasimo Moro!

1 CBATOCIIAB

JaHo B Knesi,
npw Matpiapwomy cobopi BockpeciHHa XpuctoBoro,
y AeHb CBATOro BcexasanbHOro anocrona AHgpis lNepeossaHoro,
13 rpyaHsa 2019 poky Boxoro



