Dormition of the Mother of God YkpaiHcbka KaTtonuuybka LlepkBa
Ukrainian Catholic Church YcneHHs lNpecBaToi boropoauui

1091 Coronation Avenue, Kelowna, BC V1Y 7A8 el.: 250-860-7295 Email: dormitionkelowna@gmail.com
Parish web-site: http://kelowna.nweparchy.ca/  Pastor: Rev. Fr. Pavlo Myts / 0. lNaBno Muub
Facebook page: DormitionKelowna Parish: https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster: www.nweparchy.ca

19" Sunday after Pentecost - October 20", 2019 A.D.

“Catholics facing difficult political choices must study the
issues, pray about the election and then vote according to their
consciences.” - teaches Pope Francis |
THE VIBRANT PARISH - A PLACE TO ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST:
Through the Word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,

Serving One’s Neighbour, Leadership,

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit.

— Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk

‘All the challenging circumstances of our life on earth — these are for us
an invitation to active love, which is an expression of living faith!” - Pastoral
Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk “The Vibrant Parish”

‘Bci Wi npuKpi ABULLA HAWOro 3eMHOr0 XUTTSA — e ANsl Hac 3anpoLUeHHSA

A0 YMHHOI N6OoBI, fika € BUABOM XNBOI BipK.’
- Macmupcekut Jlucm BnaxeHHiwoeo Cessimocnasa Llleguyka “?Kuea lNapacpis”

Christian Greetings: Glory to Jesus Christ! — Glory to Him Forever!

Cnaea Icycy Xpucmy! — Cnaea Ha Biku! Slava Isusu Chrystu! — Slava na Viky!

Christ is among us! — Heis and will be!
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Liturgical and Sacramental Celebrations:

Mon., Oct. 21" -9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessinsg for Canada

Tue., Oct. 22 -9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: Intention of His Beatitute Patriarch Sviatoslav
Thur., Oct. 24" -9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: repose of the soul of Mr. Dmytro Stec (requested by Mrs. Lidia Devonshire)
Fri., Oct. 25h -9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: repose of the soul of Mr. John Santasiero (requested by Mrs. Lidia Devonshire)

- 4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
- 5:00 p.m. Vespers
Sat., Oct, 26t (Saint Great-Martyr Demetrius) 4490 4 m_ The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for persecuted Christians in the World today

- 3:40 p.m. Lectio Divina / Bible Studies: (Studies and Service in Penticton, BC)
- 4:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all parishioners, guests and visitors
Sunday, October 27t - 8:15 a.m. Rosary: (Service in Kelowna, BC)
- 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all parishioners, guests and visitors (in English language)
- 11:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God'’s blessings for all parishioners, guests and visitors (in Ukrainian language)
Please, contact Fr. Pavlo if you want to have the Divine Liturgies celebrated in your special intentions, such as: In
Thanksgiving for Favours Received, the Infirm, General Intentions, Repose of the Deceased, Help of the Holy Spirit, for the
Travelers, Students, Workers, etc. If you would like to meet with the parish priest at the church or parish office, or wish him
to visit you, your relative or friend at their home, hospital or care home,
please, call or email the pastor in advance to arrange time and a day.

Liturgical Propers in English language:
Tone 2, text from book “The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom”; pages 91-93

Epistle: A reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: (2 Cor. 11:31:12:9)

Brothers and Sisters, The God and Father of the Lord Jesus knows — blessed be He forever — that | do not lie. In Damascus the
ethnarch of King Aretas was keeping a close watch on the city in order to arrest me, but | was lowered in a basket through a window in
the wall and escaped his hands.

| must go on boasting, however useless it may be, and speak of visions and revelations of the Lord. | know a man in Christ who,
fourteen years ago, whether he was in or outside his body | cannot say, only God can say — a man who was snatched up to the third
heaven. | know that this man — whether in or outside his body | do not know, God knows — was snatched up to Paradise to hear words
which cannot be uttered, words which no man can speak. About this man | will boast; but | will do no / .
boasting about myself unless it be about my weaknesses. And even if | were to boast it would not be folly

in me because | would only be telling the truth.



http://kelowna.nweparchy.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
http://www.nweparchy.ca/

2
But | refrain, lest anyone think more of me than what he sees in me or hears from my lips. As to the extraordinary revelations, in
order that | might not become conceited | was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat me and keep me from getting
proud. Three times | begged the Lord that this might leave me. He said to me, “My grace is enough for you, for in weakness power
reaches perfection.” And so, I willingly boast of my weaknesses instead, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Gospel: (Lk 6:31-36)
The Lord said, do to others what you would have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, how can you claim any credit? Sinners do as
much. If you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what merit is there in it for you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting
to be repaid in full. Love your enemy and do good; lend without expecting repayment. Then will your recompense be great. You will
rightly be called sons of the Most High, since he himself is good to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be compassionate, as your Father is
compassionate.
JlimypeitliHi YacmuHU YKpaiHCLKO MO8OH):
nac 2, Tekct "boxecmeerHa Jlimypais Cesmozo leaHa 3o1omoycmozo”; cTopiHku 90-92

Anocton: [Jo KopunmsiH dpy2020 nocnaHHsi Cesimo2o Anocmona llaena YyumaHHsi: (2 Kop. 11, 31 - 12, 9)

Bpamms i Cecmpu, 3Hae boe i Omeub ocrnoda Hawozo Icyca Xpucma, a BiH 6nazocriogeHHUl Hagiku, W0 S He 2080PH
Henpasdu. Y [Jamacky HamicHUK uapsi Apemu cmepie micmo [amack, wob cxornumu MeHe, ane Mo Mypi MeHe CriyujeHo 8 Kouwi
8iKkOHUeM, i 51 3 pyk Uoeo emik! He kopucHO xeanumucb MeHi, 60 5 rpulidy 0o eudiHb | 06’s8M1eHb
[ocrodHix. 5 3Hato Yonoegika 8 Xpucmi, Wo 8iH HomupHaldusme POKi8 momy 4Yu 8 mifi, He 3Hato, Yu be3
mina, He 3Haro, 3Hae boz byes y3smutli 00 mpembo2o Heba. | Yorosika s 3Har0 makoeo, Yu 8 miri, yu 6e3
mina, He 3Haro, 3Hae boe, wo 0o paro bys y3amul, i Hy8 8iH CrI08a HEBUMOBHI, U0 HE MOXHAa /IHOOUHI iX
sucnosumu. Omakum foxeasntocs, a cobor xeanumucb He 6ydy, xiba minbku ceoiMu Hemo4Yamu. bo
Konu s 3axo4y xeanumuck, mo 6e3ymMHul He 6ydy, 60 npaedy kazamumy; ane cmpuMyrchb 5, Wob rnpo
MeHe xmo binbw He nodymas, Hix bayums y MeHi abo 4ye 8i0 meHe. A Wob 51 yepe3 npebazamo 0b’sierieHb He 8eslu4ascs, Mo daHo
MeHi 8 mirfio KOMOYKY, nocraHysi camaxu, uob bus e obnuyyss meHe, wWob s He sernuyascs. [1po Hbo20 mpu pa3su briazas s [ocrnoda,
wob eiH sidcmynuecs 8i0 meHe. | ckazae BiH meni: [Jocumb mobi Moei 6nacodami, 60 cuna Mosi 30ilicHroembcsi 8 Hemouyi. Omox,
Kpauwe 5 6ydy xeanumuch ceoiMu Hemo4Yamu, w,o0b cusna pucmosa 8cesiusacs 8 MeHe.

€Banrenie: (k. 6, 31-36)

Ckasae Nocnodb: baxaeme, w06 eam nodu 00bpo YuHuU, mak camo 0obpo YUHIMb imM i 8u. A Konu mrobume mux, xmo obums
gac, sika eaM 3a me nacka? Jliobrams 60 U epiwuHUKU mux, xmo ix mobums. | konu 0obpe YuHume mum, Xxmo Aobpo YUHUMb 8aM, siKa
eam 3a me nacka? bo me came i epiwuHUKU pobramse. A Konu no3udaeme mum, wo U eid Hux criodieaemech 83smu, siKa eam 3a me
nacka? lNoauyatoms 60 U epiluHUKU 2piwHUKaM, wob odepxxamu cminbku x. Tox mobimb ceoix eopoeis, pobimb dobpo, no3udalme,
He x0y4u HiYo2o Hasad, i eawa 3a uye Hazopoda byde gesnukoro, i cuHamu BcesuwHbo020 cmaHeme 8u, dobputi 60 BiH 00 He8OSTHHUX i
3nux! bBydbme x munocepdHi, ik i Omeub saw muocepoHuU!

Our Eparch, Bishop Ken is requesting that at the conclusion of every Divine Liturgy we say an additional prayer for Peace in
Ukraine until the end of the war. For peace in Ukraine, let us pray: Our Father ... Hail Mary ... Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! LLIMPO BAM OAKYEMO!

Gratitudes to all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all people of the good will who by their kindness share time, talents
and treasures, all who organized, shared meal, worked and attended our Christian parish Thanksgiving celebration and Zabava Dance
this past week; everyone who knowingly and unknowingly for the other people thoughtfully care and help our parish community,
parishioners welcoming our guests and visitors, prayerfully participate at the church services, actively participate at different parish
projects and programs, looking after and graciously supporting our Christian, Catholic Church community!

August 2019 A.D. total monthly Sundays’ collections: $3,529.25 (Kelowna), $678.00 (Penticton)
May the Almighty God bless and abundantly reward your time, care and generosity!
“‘Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor. Send down
Your mercy upon all of us!” (A Prayer from the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom)

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

May the Almighty God bless in good health and salvation in many, happy and blessed years of life to Mr. Danylo Sora on his
birthday (Oct. 20"), Mrs. Ann Wyshynsky on her birthday (Oct. 215t), Mr. Vsevolod Lynov on his birthday (Oct. 215,
Mrs. Iryna Posthumus on her birthday (Oct. 22"), and to all who celebrate their birthdays, heavenly patron’s name-
days and all our parishioners and family members who celebrate their birthdays, heavely patron’s /saint’'s name-days,
wedding anniversaries and any other special anniversaries this week — Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita!

NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR PARISHIONERS, GUESTS AND VISITORS WHO HAVE JOINED US IN THIS DIVINE LITURGY. THANK YOU FOR
PRAYERFUL PRESENCE AND FULLFILLING GOD’S COMANDMENT BY COMING TO THE CHUCH! EVERYONE IS VERY WELCOME TO COME AND
ATTEND CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP AT THE CHURCH HALL TODAY!

Wishing you and all your dear ones to be guided by the Holy Spirit, blessed with joy, peace and Christian love always!

PLEASE, REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: yourselves, Most Reverend Bishop-Emeritus Severian Yakymyshyn, Lucy D., Janet F., Alex
R., Volodymyr P., Ivan L., Ray Saranchuk, Cameron V., Rose Ostopowich, Keyton A., Ric B., Deanna M , Danny M, Jordan M., Kit C.,
Shirley C., Peter Dranchuk, Olga Kuzyk, Anthony and Victoria Huziak, George and Mary Dashkewytch, Olga Romanyshyn, Myron
Stec, Kay lInitski, Kalyna Kociuba, William Shuya, Maria Pylypchuk, Bronie Huska, Peter Huska, Stanley and Roma Nowakowski
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(Bishop Ken’s parents), Barbara and Vincent Pasternak, Lorraine Turcotte, Dr. THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane
Nadia Popil, the Hillman Family, John and Ann Bulych, Joseph Stetch, Rosa Maria
Santos, Anita N., Ron and Verna Shoemaker, Jonas and Anne, Alyssa and Adam,
Mark and Asia, Karen Feniuk, Volodymyr Melnyk and all members of our parish
family and those who are not able to join actively in our community, your families,
relatives, friends; governments and armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in
the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, nursing and senior homes, those
seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; those
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and
for the family they leave behind; widows and widowers, orphans, homeless and all
people who have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep
praying daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask
for special blessings to all Christian families! REMINDER for families of individuals,
who are admitted to hospital - If you or a family member is admitted to hospital and
you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish
rectory office to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing
that you are in hospital, as privacy legislation. SPIRIT OF CHRISTIAN AWARENESS:
Dear parishioners, if our brother / sister in Christ, who usually sits next to you, is
not in the Church today, please phone him / her and ask how he / she is doing. Let him or her know that our parish community misses
his or her at the church very much and prays for them daily! We also pray for the people of Ukraine, that with the help of the Holy
Spirit, they may obtain social peace, political harmony and economic stability: Lord, hear us and have mercy.

4+ Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion: You are a member of the Catholic Church (faithful of the Orthodox
churches are very welcome to receive Holy Communion); 2) You have participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the
Easter or Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; 3) You attend Divine Services regularly; 4) Your lifestyle is
consistent with the teaching of the Catholic Church; 5) You have kept the Liturgical fast — no food at least one hour prior to the Divine
Liturgy (water and medicine does not break the fast). 6) You have been in church from the beginning of the service, or at least heard
the Gospel. 7) To the best of your ability, you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you cannot receive Holy
Communion, you are very welcome to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his blessing.

“How do you divide your love among
four children?”

“I don't divide it. | multiply it.”

Pastoral and Sacramental Ministry:
Baptisms: by appointment.  Marriages: six months’ notice should be given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before
any other arrangements are made. Reconciliation: on Sundays and Holy Days: before Liturgies and other days, by appointment.
Holy Communion: for the sick, by appointment, any time, Holy Unction (Anointing of the Sick): Those anticipating surgery,
hospitalization or treatments and who would Ilike to receive anointing (by appointment, any time)
Funerals and Memorials: by appointment.

MOJTUTBA XUBOI NAPA®II: Focrnioam Icyce Xpucte, MacTtupio
Ho6pui, Sk konmcb Ty NpUropHyB 3abnykaHmnx
wr~Nss. OBEYOK, W06 BOHM ni3Hanu TBin ronoc i 6ynv TBoiM
@75’\‘ CTagomMm, Tak i CbOroAHi rMsHb nackaso 3 HebecHUX
#épwa%% BMCOT Ha Hawy napadito Ta 3inun Ha Hei TBoro
CesaToro [lyxa, wo6 BoHa Gyna micuem nisHaHHA pagocTi Jobpoi

VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good
Shepherd, as you once gathered lost sheep that they
might hear Your voice and be your flock, so also today
graciously look down from heaven upon our parish
community, and send down on it your Holy Spirit, that
it might be a place to receive the joy of Your Good

News. Strengthen us with your presence, and always gather us
together in prayer. Grant us the spirit of serving others, so that in
our parish all might encounter You, the merciful God. Bless our
spiritual leaders with Your wisdom, and inspire us to generously
give of our time, talents and treasure for the building up of Your
Kingdom. Unite us in peace and harmony, as befits Your
community of love. Instill in us a missionary spirit, and let our
parish community shine with the light of the Gospel, with prayer
and good works, inviting all to share in the divine life, so that Your
Name, O Saviour, may be praised, together with Your eternal
Father, and Your most-holy, good and life-giving Spirit. Amen.

HosuHu. Ckpinnton Hac TBOE NPUCYTHICTIO Ta €aHal Hac
KOXXHOYaCHO B MOnuTBI. [Japyi Ham gyxa CnyXiHHs GrIKHbOMY,
Wo6 y Hawin napadii KoXXHUIA Mir 3ycTpitn Tebe, M1NoCcTMBOro
Bora. brnarocnosu Hal AyxoBHUI NpoBia TBOE MyapicTio i Aaun,
o6 HIXTO 3 HAac He WKOoAYBAaB Hi Yacy, Hi TanaHTiB, Hi
mMaTtepianbHux gidp ans po3bynosu TBoro LapcTea. €aHai Hac y
MUpi Ta 3narogi, wob mu 6ynu TBoet cninbHOTO NtoboBi. Becenun
B HaC MICIIHOro gyxa, ob M1 cTany TUM CBITUITOM
€BaHrernbCbKOro CroBa, MONMTBM i A0BPKX Air, WO KNnye KOXHOro
o yyacti B boxectBeHHOMY XuTTi, Wob cnasunocs, Cnace, Teoe
IM’'s1 3 6e3HavanbHumM Teoim OTuem Ta npecBATUM, Gnarum i
XnBoTBOpPALWMM TBOIM [lyxOM HUHI, i NOBCSAKYAC, i Ha BiKM BiKiB.
AMiHb.

*— SPECIAL REQUEST: After each Divine Liturgy and every church service, please, keep silence in the House of the Lord as some of
the faithful are still praying at the church. As well. please, do not forget close all Liturgy and/or hymnbooks and return them to their proper
place. Also, please do not leave any church bulletins or any other material in the pews. Let each of us do our part to be true stewards of our



4

parish church by helping to keep the church building clean and neat. Thank you very much! Every parishioner is personally responsible
before God for our spiritual home/parish church!

+ Volunteers help is needed to make pierogies starting at 8 a.m. on Sat. of Oct. 26™, 2019. It is a good time to help our
parish fundraisers and socialize together. More helpers come — easier and faster the work is done! Please, come to help!

i— Volunteers for Sunday coffee socials and clean-ups are needed — please continue putting your name on the calendar posted in
the church hall. If you can help out, please, let us know. Your help is truly appreciated!

+ BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish-church? Here are some suggestions:
Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of
outreach; Steward of caring; Steward of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It's not only about doing but about “BEING” present to others!
Please, feel very welcome to participate in our church choir singing, reading of the Epistles and others inspiring Bible texts, holding
the candles during the Gospels readings, processions, welcoming, parish cleaning, projects, etc. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: to help out
with weekly cleaning in the church and organizing of coffee social after the Divine Liturgy on Sundays, work-bees, etc. If you can
help out, please, let us know. Please, Contact Mrs. Yvonne Crawford or Fr. Pavlo for more information. You will be amazed how
“BEING” can make a difference at our spiritual, parish life!

+ CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in order that He may be touching them; but
after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me,
and cease hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:14) We are happy to welcome all children to our
Dormition of the Mother of God parish catechism program. We want your children to learn more about their orthodox faith in the
Catholic Church, sacred scripture, feast days, icons, singing and religious practices and customs
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. If you have any questions, please, do not hesitate to contact
A Kachc sVincyaf dMinistn’cs Mrs. Marilyn Daulat or Rev. Fr. Pavlo Myts.

+ UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE PARISH SCHOOL: If you want your child or grandchild to learn

Healingtlncl’ainoFAbortion- Ukrainian language during this 2019-2020 school year — please, contact Mrs. Olena Fedorov or
OneWeekendata Tine Dobr. Mariia Myts.
1-877HopeA-Me +* JOIN OUR CHURCH CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our Dormition
U;ﬂ*\‘/{-ﬂ‘” Parish Choir and remember that we are looking for new members! Contact Mrs. Lesia
2 e Achtymichuk for more information and details.
+ FAITHFUL GIVING ... Please, remember that we never take a day off or a vacation from

God, or from our obligation to attend Divine Liturgy on Sundays and Holy Days. When traveling, working, participating in different
sport’s tornaments, activities or studying, please, make sure you check out the service schedule for the area churches at our
eparchial website: www.nweparchy.ca and attend the Divine Liturgy. Remember as well, that while parishioners may be away and
on vacation, the parish-church is not. Expenses continue as they do throughout the year. Please, remain consistent in your gifts to
parish. Your weekly Sunday offering is important to our financial well-being. If you are away, we appreciate it when you forward your
“make-up” donations. The financial stability of the parish counts on regular Sunday contributions. Please, continue to be supportive
and generous! “Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the
poor. Send down Your me rcy upon all of us!” (Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom)

+ If you wish to help or have any questions, suggestions, ideas about our parish community life, please, contact our
parish executive council chairperson Mrs. Yvonne Crawford. Email:
Donoharmclinic@gmail.com or phone: 250-212-4899

+ Traditional and Very Delicious Ukrainian Food is available for sale at our parish:
Perogies — $ 6.00 per dozen, Cabbage-Rolls — $ 6.00 per dozen. For more information, please
contact Mrs. Alice Pelechaty at (250) 763-4870 or Mrs. Olena Fedorov at (778) 821-0759

%  Rachel’s Corner: ‘Like a ship’s anchor hidden far beneath the water’s surface, God is at
work in our lives even when we don’t see Him...even when we can’t hear Him. So, when our faith
falters, remember, we don’t need to see, we don’t need to hear, we just need to trust. Jesus is your
anchor.” - June Hunt

Since your involvement in an abortion decision have you felt like you have been adrift in a sea of = T :
regret and anger with no way and no one with whom to share how it affected you? Come join us on a achel 5 Vmeyard retreat for
spiritual and emotional healing. www.RachelsVineyardKelowna.com info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 250-762-2273 Like us on
Facebook: Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna

%  Movie “The Reluctant Saint” with Rev. Fr. Ron Dechant, OMI will be on Monday, October 28", @ 7:00 pm in the hall
of Saint Charles Garnier Roman Catholic Church. Maximilian Schell stars as "the flying friar", St. Joseph of Cupertino, in this
heartwarming and amazing true story of the humble Franciscan friar who literally rose to sainthood. In the impoverished village of
17th century Cupertino, Italy, Joseph s peasant mother convinces the reluctant Abbott (Ricardo Montalban) to accept her son into the
monastery. With the support of the kindly local Bishop who sees in him a great deal more than others, and by a series of miraculous
incidents, the simple but pious Joseph is ordained a priest. Yet some are convinced that it is the devil, not God, who is responsible
for Joseph's miraculous powers until a final miracle reveals to all his true sanctity.
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VOTING AS CATHOLICS 2019 Federal Election Guide
Voting: A Right and Responsibility

Canadian Catholics are being called upon as citizens to exercise their right to vote. The Church encourages and reasserts its
belief in “the political freedom and responsibility of citizens.” By exercising their right to vote, citizens fulfill their duty of choosing a
government and at the same time send a clear signal to the candidates being presented by their political parties for election. The
important time leading up to an election also provides Canadians with the opportunity to interact with fellow voters, one’s neighbours,
and the candidates themselves (particularly during their visits to neighbourhoods), raising awareness about the values, views, and
concerns shared by Catholics across the country.

Political candidates are citizens, too. In addition, they assume responsibility for the well-being of the public. Their commitment and
dedication are a generous contribution to society’s common good. Indeed, the purpose of the political community is itself the common
good, namely, “the sum of those conditions of [...] social life whereby people, families and associations more adequately and readily
may attain their own perfection.”?

Working to Build a Better Society

While Christian beliefs do not constitute a political platform, they can be seen as a prism through which to analyze and evaluate
government policies, laws, and programs. The principles of respect for life from conception to natural death and of the dignity of the
human person should influence how Christians assess a party’s position on key moral issues. Choosing life also means being always
concerned for the weakest among us — physically, economically, and socially. It likewise implies the protection of the most
fundamental human rights, including the right to religious freedom and freedom of conscience.

A more just society is also built when we live in solidarity and dialogue with different social partners, including Indigenous
Peoples, as well as by supporting families and ensuring adequate funding for education, healthcare, housing, and the prevention and
treatment of addictions.

Working with fellow citizens to address social concerns is fundamentally built on a view of the person inherently belonging to a
community. To ensure our communities are truly welcoming and humane, we must also combat all forms of poverty, which inevitably
result in the segregation and isolation of individuals.

Canada in the World: Providing Leadership for Justice and Peace

Believing in justice and peace includes daring to take a stand against the arms trade and against human trafficking, which exploits
young people and workers. It means entering into international treaties that respect the planet, our common home, as well as
tirelessly working for the expansion of peace everywhere.

Voting Means Using Your Judgment

Exercising the right to vote means making informed and discerning judgments about the options available. There are times,
however, when making a decision about who to vote for may prove very difficult. The Church reminds us that “in this context, it must
be noted also that a well-formed Christian conscience does not permit one to vote for a political program
or an individual law in which the fundamental content of faith and morals is replaced by the introduction of proposals differing from
this content or opposing it.” 3

It is a sign of a healthy democratic community when informed and responsible citizens engage in an ongoing dialogue on major
social issues with their political leaders. This is precisely the kind of community we should strive to support and develop. No less is
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expected of us, since all are called to take an active part in morally shaping the societies we inhabit and, Christians in particular, to
defend the rights of those who are most vulnerable.

1. Second Vatican Council, The Church in the Modern World, n. 76.3.

2. Second Vatican Council, The Church in the Modern World, n. 74.1.

3. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note: On Some Questions Regarding the Participation of Catholics in Political Life,
4. See also the Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 2242.
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