Dormition of the Mother of God
Ukrainian Catholic Church
Українська Католицька Церква
Успення Пресвятої Богородиці
1091 Coronation Avenue, Kelowna, BC V1Y 7A8
Tel.: 250-860-7295 Email: dormitionkelowna@gmail.com
Parish web-site: http://kelowna.nweparchy.ca/
Pastor: Rev. Fr. Pavlo Myts / о. Павло Миць
Facebook page: DormitionKelowna Parish: https://www.facebook.com/dormitionkelowna.parish.5
If you need to meet with the parish priest, please, call or email in advance to arrange time and a day.
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster: www.nweparchy.ca

Sunday of the Fearful Judgment, MEAT-FARE SUNDAY - February 4th, 2018 A.D
THE VIBRANT PARISH - A PLACE TO ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST: Through the Word, the Holy
Mysteries & Prayer, Serving One’s Neighbour, Leadership, Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit.
This fearsome day of judgment has been designated
for commemoration at this point in time, that through
fear of death and the expectation of future torment,
those who live in laziness may be encouraged to the
virtues, not trusting only in the love of God, but also
realizing that He is the righteous Judge who will judge
all people according to their good or evil deeds, love
or hate, following God’s commandments or ignoring
them.
The commemoration is appointed for this day of
Meat-fare. Why Meat-Fare Sunday? This was the last
day when anyone could eat meat before beginning of
the Great Fast/Holy Lent. Meat-Fare literally means
“farewell to meat.” All scraps of meat were consumed
or removed from the home, so if you had a lot of dead
meat hanging around, it was one awesome 2 or 3-day
party. After this, all of the pots or anything else that
was used to cook or serve meat in were scraped clean
and thoroughly sterilized in boiling water in case a
remnant of meat remained. The wealthier people kept
a separate set of cooking utensils which was used only
during the great fast. So, do we still think keeping just
Wednesdays and Fridays meatless is too much to ask
for? That in awe of this event we should limit our
intake of earthly food, not giving ourselves over to
gluttony, and earthly pleasures but to be encouraged to
love people and take care of all God’s creation.
‘When You come on earth, O God, in glory, and
the universe trembles, while the river of fire flows
before the seat of judgement, and the books are opened
and all secrets disclosed, then deliver me from the
unquenchable fire, and count me worthy to stand at Your right hand, O Judge Who is most just.’ - Kontakion of Sunday
“...Open the doors of your hearts and your homes to Christ, allow His Holy Spirit to transform you, purify and
strengthen you in God’s love!” - Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk “The Vibrant Parish”
“...Відчиніть двері своїх душ і домівок Христові, дозвольте Його Святому Духові вас перемінити, очистити і
скріпити Божою любов'ю!” - Пастирський Лист Блаженнішого Святослава Шевчука “Жива Парафія”
Christian Greetings: Glory to Jesus Christ! – Glory to Him Forever!
Slava Isusu Chrystu! – Slava na Viky!
Слава Ісусу Христу! – Слава на Віки!
Christ is among us! – He is and will be!
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Liturgical Propers in English language:
Tone 2, text from book “The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom”; pages 91-93
Epistle: A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: (1 Cor. 8:8 - 9:2)
Brethren, now food does not bring us closer to God. We suffer no loss through failing to
eat, and we gain no favor by eating. Take care, however, lest in exercising your right you become
an occasion of sin to the weak. If someone sees you, with your “knowledge,” reclining at table in
the temple of an idol, may not his conscience in its weak state be influenced to the point that he
eats the idol-offering? Because of your “knowledge” the weak one perishes, that brother for whom Christ died.
When you sin thus against your brothers and wound their weak consciences, you are sinning against Christ.
Therefore, if food causes my brother to sin I will never eat meat again, so that I may not be an occasion of sin to him.
Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? And are you not my work in the Lord? Although
I may not be an apostle for others, I certainly am one of you. You are the very seal of apostolate in the Lord.
Gospel: (Matthew 25:31-46)
The Lord said: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the angels of heaven, he will sit upon his
royal throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. Then he will separate them into two groups, as a
shepherd separates sheep from goats. The sheep he will place on his right hand, the goats on his left. The king will
say to those on his right: ‘Come. You are my Father’s blessing! Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink. I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me. I was ill and you comforted me, in prison and you came to visit
me.’ Then the just will ask him: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you or see you thirsty and give you
drink? When did we welcome you away from home or clothe you in your nakedness? When did we visit you when you
were ill or in prison?” The king will answer them: ‘I assure you, as often as you did it for one of my least brothers,
you did it for me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left: ‘Out of my sight, you condemned, into that everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and his angels! I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink. I was away
from home and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing. I was ill and in prison and you did not
come to comfort me.’ Then they in turn will ask: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or away from home or
naked or ill or in prison and not attend you in your needs?’ He will answer them: ‘I assure you, as often as you
neglected to do it to one of these least ones, you neglected to do it to me.’ These will go off to eternal punishment and
the just to eternal life.”
Our Eparch, Bishop Ken is requesting that at the conclusion of every Divine Liturgy we say an additional prayer
for Peace in Ukraine until the end of the war. For peace in Ukraine, let us pray: Our Father ... Hail Mary ...
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen.
VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, as you once
gathered lost sheep that they might hear Your voice and be your flock, so also today
graciously look down from heaven upon our parish community, and send down on it your
Holy Spirit, that it might be a place to receive the joy of Your Good News. Strengthen us with
your presence, and always gather us together in prayer. Grant us the spirit of serving others, so
that in our parish all might encounter You, the merciful God. Bless our spiritual leaders with
Your wisdom, and inspire us to generously give of our time, talents and treasure for the
building up of Your Kingdom. Unite us in peace and harmony, as befits Your community of love. Instill in us
a missionary spirit, and let our parish community shine with the light of the Gospel, with prayer and good
works, inviting all to share in the divine life, so that Your Name, O Saviour, may be praised, together with
Your eternal Father, and Your most-holy, good and life-giving Spirit. Amen.
• Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion: You are a member of the Catholic Church (faithful of
the Orthodox churches are very welcome to receive Holy Communion); 2) You have participated in the Sacrament of
Confession at least during the Easter or Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; 3) You attend Divine
Services regularly; 4) Your lifestyle is consistent with the teaching of the Catholic Church; 5) You have kept the
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Liturgical fast – no food at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy (water and medicine does not break the fast). 6)
You have been in church from the beginning of the service, or at least heard the Gospel. 7) To the best of your
ability, you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you cannot receive Holy Communion,
you are very welcome to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his
blessing.

Літургійні частини Українською мовою:
Глас 2, текст з книги "Божественна Літургія Святого Івана Золотоустого"; cтт. 90-92
Апостол: До Коринтян Першого Послання Святого Апостола Павла читання:
(1 Кoр. 8, 8- 9, 2)
Браття і Сестри, страва не зближує нас до Бога: коли не їмо, не втрачаємо нічого, ані
коли їмо, не набуваємо нічого. Але глядіть, щоб оця ваша свобода не стала причиною
падіння для слабких. Бо коли хтось побачить тебе, що маєш знання, як ти у капищі сів за
стіл, то чи ж його сумління, бувши слабке, не буде заохочене їсти ідольські жертви? Таким то чином твоє
знання погубить немічного брата, за якого Христос помер. Грішивши так проти братів і ранивши їх
слабовите сумління, ви грішите проти Христа. Тому, якщо страва призводить брата мого до гріха, повік не
буду їсти м’яса, щоб не спокушувати мого брата. Хіба я не вільний? Хіба я не апостол? Хіба я Ісуса,
Господа нашого, не бачив? Хіба ви не моє діло у Господі? Коли іншим я не апостол, то бодай вам, бо ви, у
Господі, є достовірним доказом мого апостольства.
Євангеліє: (Мт. 25, 31-46)
Сказав Господь: “Якже прийде Син Чоловічий у своїй славі, й ангели всі з ним, тоді він сяде на престолі
своєї слави. І зберуться перед ним усі народи, і він відлучить їх одних від одних, як пастух відлучує овець від
козлів; і поставить овець праворуч себе, а козлів ліворуч. Тоді цар скаже тим, що праворуч нього: Прийдіть,
благословенні Отця мого, візьміть у спадщину Царство, що було приготоване вам від створення світу. Бо я
голодував, і ви дали мені їсти; мав спрагу, і ви мене напоїли; чужинцем був, і ви мене прийняли; нагий, і ви
мене одягли; хворий, і ви навідались до мене; у тюрмі був, і ви прийшли до мене. Тоді озвуться праведні до
нього: Господи, коли ми бачили тебе голодним і нагодували, спрагненим і напоїли? Коли ми бачили тебе
чужинцем і прийняли, або нагим і одягнули? Коли ми бачили тебе недужим чи в тюрмі й прийшли до тебе? А
цар, відповідаючи їм, скаже: Істинно кажу вам: усе, що ви зробили одному з моїх братів найменших – ви
мені зробили.
Тоді скаже й тим, що ліворуч: Ідіть від мене геть, прокляті, в вогонь вічний, приготований дияволові й
ангелам його; бо голодував я, і ви не дали мені їсти; мав спрагу, і ви мене не напоїли; був чужинцем, і ви мене
не прийняли; нагим, і ви мене не одягнули; недужим і в тюрмі, і не навідались до мене. Тоді озвуться і ті,
кажучи: Господи, коли ми бачили тебе голодним або спраглим, чужинцем або нагим, недужим або в тюрмі, і
тобі не послужили? А він відповість їм: Істинно кажу вам: те, чого ви не зробили одному з моїх братів
найменших – мені також ви того не зробили. І підуть ті на вічну кару, а праведники – на життя вічне.”
Молитва Живої Парафії: Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти
пригорнув заблуканих овечок, щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і
сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого
Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас
Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння
ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога.
Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував
ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді,
щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом
євангельського слова, молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і животворящим Твоїм
Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.
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>>>>>>>>>>> THANK YOU VERY MUCH! ЩИРО BAM ДЯКУЄМО! <<<<<<<<
Gratitudes to all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all people of the good will who by their
kindness share time, make donations, knowingly and unknowingly for many people thoughtfully
care and help our parish, attend services during the week, volunteered sharing time and working at
the parish projects, looking after and graciously supporting our Christian, Catholic Church
community! May the Almighty God bless and abundantly reward your time, care and generosity! “Remember, O

Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor. Send
down Your mercy upon all of us!”
(A Prayer from the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom)
CONGRATULATIONS!!!
• May the Almighty God bless in good health and salvation in many, happy and blessed years
of life to Mr. Neil Lalach (Feb. 6th) on his birthday, to Mr. Nolan Lozinski (Feb. 6th) on his
birthday, to Mrs. Maria Karolcik (Feb. 7th) on his birthday, and to all who celebrate their birthdays, name-days,
wedding anniversaries and any other special anniversaries this week – Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita!

””””””””””””””

NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS

”””””””””””

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR PARISHIONERS, GUESTS AND VISITORS WHO HAVE JOINED US IN THIS DIVINE
LITURGY. THANK YOU FOR PRAYING WITH US AT THE CHUCH TODAY!
EVERYONE IS VERY WELCOME TO COME AND PARTICIPATE IN OUR PARISH COFFE AND FELLOWSHIP AT
THE CHURCH HALL TODAY FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY TODAY!

• Special Petitions: We also pray to be blessed with generous hearts to contribute to our Bishop’s initiatives and

programmes, such as: the support of parishes, the education of parishioners, and the formation of seminarians,
Lord hear us and have mercy.
• We also pray for the people of Ukraine, that with the help of the Holy Spirit, they may obtain social peace,
political harmony and economic stability: Lord, hear us and have mercy.
• REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: yourselves, Most Reverend Bishop-Emeritus Severian Yakymyshyn, Fr. Mark F.,
Lucy D., Edward H., Janet F., Alex R., Kathleen B., Volodymyr P., Ivan L., Fr. Edward E., Lily-Ann S., Mary D.,
Pauline P., Ray S., Cameron V., Rose O., Keyton A., Ric B., Shirley C., Peter D., Sandra Sh., Patricia U., Yvette U.,
Ann W., Rose F., Victoria H., Maria D., Kalyna Kociuba, Bronie Huska, Peter Huska, Stanley and Roma
Nowakowski (Bishop Ken’s parents), Barbara and Vincent Pasternak, all members of our parish and those who are
not able to join actively in our community, your families, relatives, friends; governments and armed forces,
especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, nursing and senior homes, those
seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; those celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the family they leave behind; widows and widowers,
orphans, homeless and all people who have asked us pray for them.
Please, also in your kindness keep praying daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember to
ask for special blessings to all Christian families! REMINDER for families of individuals, who are admitted to hospital
- If you or a family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have
someone call our parish rectory office to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you
are in hospital, as privacy legislation.
•

EPARCHY OF NEW WESTMINSTER

VIBRANT PARISH APPEAL

SHARE YOUR HEART

“…We need your urgent and immediate support to guarantee the viability of our Eparchy for future generations of
your children and grandchildren. We want to ensure the survival of pastoral services including the celebration of the
sacraments in the Ukrainian Catholic tradition, such as Divine Liturgies, Baptism, Marriages, Funerals and the
great Feasts, which means so much to us…”
+Ken (Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster)
CONTACT INFORMATION: 502 – 5th AVENUE, NEW WESTMINSTER, BC CANADA, V3L 1S2
TELEPHONE: 604-524-8824 EMAIL: new.chancery@gmail.com WEBSITE:

www.nweparchy.ca

• Parish Executive Council meeting is at 7 p.m. on Monday, February 5th, 2018.
• Traditional and Very Delicious Ukrainian Food is available for sale at
our parish: Perogies – $ 6.00 per dozen, Cabbage Rolls – $ 6.00 per dozen, Borshch –
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$ 7.00 per a jar, Pies – $ 9.00, Kovbasa/Sausage - $ 8 for a ring. For more information, please contact Mrs. Alice
Pelechaty at 250-763-4870.
•
CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in order that He may be
touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone
the little children to come to Me, and cease hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Mt. 19:14) We are
blessed to have such a wonderful group of children again! Thank you, parents, volunteers and all our parishioners!
• Pierogis making at 8 a.m. on Saturday of Feb. 10th, 2018. It is a good time to help our parish fundraisers
and socialize together. More helpers come – easier and faster the work is done! Please, come to help!

Executive Director
BISHOP BUDKA EPARCHIAL STEWARDSHIP SOCIETY INC (BBESSI)

The Board of Directors of the Bishop Budka Eparchial Stewardship Society Inc. invites applications for
an Executive Director.
We are seeking a highly motivated and ethical professional who will lead our organization in
generating funds to achieve stewardship and fundraising goals of the Eparchy of Saskatoon.
Please visit our website at www.bbessi.org to view the detailed job profile and more information about
how to apply for this position.
Bishop Budka Eparchial Stewardship Society Inc. is an organization under the auspices of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon whose primary objective is to develop, organize and
implement fundraising initiatives and programs for the purposes of enhancing Eparchial programs.

•

A SPECIAL REQUEST: After each Divine Liturgy and every church service, please, keep silence in the House

of the Lord as some of the faithful are still praying at the church. As well. please, do not forget close all Liturgy
and/or hymnbooks and return them to their proper place. Also, please do not leave any church bulletins or any
other material in the pews. Let each of us do our part to be true stewards of our parish church by helping to keep
the church building clean and neat. Thank you very much!
•
BOX FOR USED CHURCH BULLETINS – since our Sunday bulletins contain Sacred Scripture readings & icons,
they need to be disposed of properly/respectfully after use. Please do not throw them into the garbage but recycle
them after shredding if possible. In order to assist with this request, we have provided a special box for used
bulletins at the church entrance.

• Please, share to Kelowna Food Bank. A special box is located at the entrance to the church.
• Volunteers for Sunday coffee socials and clean-ups are needed – please continue putting your name on the
calendar posted in the church hall. If you can help out, please, let us know. Your help is truly appreciated!
• Glasses Prescription Box for Ukraine is placed and located at the left side by the entrance to the parish hall.
Please, feel free to participate in and support this important project.
•
FAITHFUL GIVING … Please, remember that we never take a day off or a vacation from God, or from our
obligation to attend Divine Liturgy on Sundays and Holy Days. When traveling, working or studying, please, make
sure you check out the service schedule for the area churches at our eparchial website: www.nweparchy.ca and attend
the Divine Liturgy. Please, remember as well, that while parishioners may be away and on vacation, the parish is not.
Expenses continue as they do throughout the year. Please, remain consistent in your gifts to parish. Your weekly
Sunday offering is important to our financial well-being. If you are away, we appreciate it when you forward your
“make-up” donations. The financial stability of the parish counts on regular Sunday contributions. Please, continue
to be supportive and generous!
“Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy
churches and remembering the poor. Send down Your mercy upon all of us!” (Divine Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom)
Theophany/Jordan Home Blessing and Pastoral Annual Visitations sign up list to arrange the actual date is
available at the entrance to the church and at the church hall. Please assist Fr. Pavlo in planning these visits by
letting him know your most convenient time and day. Thank you
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BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish?

Here are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning;
Steward of cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of
caring; Steward of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior
members, once active in their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years.
It’s not only about doing but about “BEING” present to others!
Rachel’s Corner: Healing after Abortion Ministry info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
250-762-2273 for information and registration visit:
http://rachelsvineyardkelowna.com/ www.Rachel’sVineyardKelowna.com
Facebook: Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna
Confidentiality assured. Healing the
pain of abortion … one weekend at a time.
“I finally admitted to what I did, faced it and feel forgiven. I was able to honor the life of
my children, and have peace knowing they are with God.” - Testimonial from retreat
Join those affected by an abortion experience on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. Let that
burden go and let God give you that peace you have been looking for such a long time.

Knights of Columbus invite you to join them at their 44th annual service club
banquet (Brotherhood Banquet) on Wednesday, February 7th. 2018 at the Rutland
Centennial Hall (180 Rutland Road North). The evening will start with dinner at 6:30 pm
followed by introduction of dignitaries and guest speaker. Cost of $ 18.00 per (payable at the
door). Everyone welcome. For more information call Victor at 250-860-7612

Ukrainian bishop says that with parish visit, Pope is speaking to Putin too
Reported by by Inés San Martín
One of the most articulate prelates in Ukraine’s Greek Catholic Church believes that by visiting their onetime
mother church in Rome today, Pope Francis is speaking to the p eople of his violence-scarred country, certainly,
but he’s also delivering a clear message to somebody else: Russian President Vladimir Putin.
“He’s sending a signal to Putin,” said Bishop Borys Gudziak, who heads the Ukranian Greek Catholic
Eparchy of Paris, and who’s a Harvard PhD and former rector and president of the Ukrainian Catholic University
in L’viv.
What’s that message to the Russian leader? “That violence and aggression are unacceptable,” Gudziak said.
“That I’m with the people who are suffering.”
Pope Francis’s pilgrimage to the minor basilica of Santa Sophia will take place Sunday afternoon, following
an invitation by the vibrant, mostly expat Ukrainian community gathered there. He will be welcomed by
Ukrainian Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, major archbishop of Kiev-Halych and head of the UGCC, the
largest of the 22 Eastern churches loyal to Rome.
Francis’s visit to Santa Sophia, Guziak told Crux over the phone on Saturday, is one to a church and a people
going through a war. Yet when it comes to talking about that war, he can’t avoid revisiting the past 30 years of
Ukrainian history.
For the past three decades, he said, Ukraine as well as other post -Soviet countries have been emerging from a
“terrible, traumatic, genocidal, totalitarian experience,” and undergoing a healing process that isn’t like
“Nescafe, [where you can] mix water and powder and get instant satisfaction.”
The moral depravation of a police state, the bishop said, gave way to corruption - present everywhere to some
extent, he said, but “particularly problematic in all the former totalitarian countries.”
“Claiming their God-given human dignity,” Guziak said, in 2013 and 2014, millions of people rose up and
demonstrated peacefully for an end to this corruption, in defense of libert y, freedom of speech and in the media,
and justice in the courts, the political process and electoral contests.
“This revolution of dignity had a Paschal quality, in the sense that over 100 innocent, unarmed protesters were
slaughtered in a Christ-like manner,” he said. “The sacrifice of the so-called ‘Heavenly 100’ led to a political
schism, and the president fled to Russia.”
The response of Putin, according to Guziak, was to block the development of this movement of dignity. In
order to impede it from spilling over to Russia, Gudziak said, Putin’s strategy has been to discredit it in Ukraine
by rendering Ukraine a failed state.
In March 2014, Gudziak said, “came the annexation of Crimea, and in April -May a war was instigated, an
invasion.”
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Back then, Putin claimed the violence was being carried out by “little green men with no national affiliation,”
but eventually had to acknowledge that Russian special forces were involved. According to Guziak, “it’s clear
now there’s a war of invasion going on, one that has killed 11,000 people and created two million refugees.”
In the era of Communist rule, the UGCC was considered the largest illegal religious body in the world, when
the Soviet Union forced it into clandestine status at home and exile abroad.
Rome’s Santa Sophia, along with an adjoining university, were built during that time, in the 1960s.
Construction began in 1963, thanks to a collection launched by then -Archeparch Josyf Slipyj, who’d recently
arrived in Rome after spending nearly two decades in Soviet Gulags in Siberia.
“I had the privilege, during my youth, during the last years of Patriarch Josip, to live there,” Guziak said,
adding that he’d had the opportunity to experience first-hand the vision of Slipyj, “considered fantasy by many.”
When the archeparch set up to build the church and university, Gudziak recalled, there were some 500
Ukrainians living in all of Italy, half of whom were priests and religious men and women.
“The Church in Ukraine was completely underground,” he said. By the time he ar rived in Rome, Guziak said,
there was an entire second generation of Ukrainians who’d grown up with no “visible form of the church,” and
what was left of if was behind a “fearsome wall defended by a nuclear arsenal. There was no chance the church
could survive.”
Yet by building the university and church, both through architecture and the creation of a community,
Gudziak said Slipyj was making a statement: evil will not prevail.
Santa Sophia is a modern interpretation of classical Byzantine architecture, cha racterized by iconography and
mosaics, which were purposely copied from mosaics from the cathedral of Hagia Sophia in Kiev - which, was in
turn, modeled on the Hagia Sophia of Constantinople.
Hagia Sophia in Rome, Guziak said, is also a sign of the eastern presence in Rome, in unity with the Church
of Rome, that already exists in the UGCC, and also “a hopeful representation of that unity we pray for with the
Orthodox churches.”
As a personal note, the late Bishop Stepan Chmil, a Salesian priest who ministe red in a Buenos Aires school
attended by a young Jorge Mario Bergoglio - today Pope Francis - is buried in the crypt of Santa Sophia, and the
pontiff is expected to pray there for a few minutes during his Sunday visit.
Speaking with journalists on Thursday, Shevchuk said that he hopes Francis’s visit to the church will be a
“prophetic step, that might lead [Francis’s] feet towards the Ukrainian land.”
Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski, of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster, Canada, told Crux on
the phone that Sunday’s visit is the closet thing Francis can do right now to visiting Ukraine.
“The Holy Father has traveled to many places [scarred by] unrest and conflict, and this is another example of
him standing in solidarity with people who are suffering,” Nowakowski said.
In 2016, the bishop was named counselor for the “Pope for Ukraine” initiative, launched by Francis to provide
aid to those affected by the ongoing war, often labeled a “forgotten” one.
“The pope, through his benevolence, is already in Ukraine,” Nowakowski said. “His visit on Sunday is yet
another gesture of his care and love.”
The bishop also detailed how the millions of Euros raised in an unprecedented action by the Vatican are being
allocated to help hundreds of thousands who are still living near the occupied areas.
During one Sunday in April 2016, at Francis’s express request, the collections of every Catholic church in
Europe were set aside to form the “Pope for Ukraine” fund. Some 15 million Euros were raised, almost $19
million, plus an additional five million Euros the pontiff donated himself.
Source: https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2018/01/28/ukrainian-bishop-says-parish-visit-pope-speaking-putin/

“The state has a legitimate interest in protecting the unborn”
Statement on the 30th anniversary of the Morgentaler Decision
Exactly thirty years ago, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that existing abortion provisions in our nation’s Criminal
Code violated a woman’s Charter rights to the security of person, and were thus unconstitutional. Since that ruling, there
has been no criminal law regulating abortion in Canada. Yet, Mr. Justice Gerard Mitchell, retired Chief Justice of Prince
Edward Island, has noted that at the time of the 1988 Morgentaler decision, “none of the seven judges held that there was
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a constitutional right to abortion on demand”. In fact, “all of the judges acknowledged [that] the state has a legitimate
interest in protecting the unborn”.1 Despite the heroic efforts of countless Canadian citizens and organizations to secure in
law that full protection for the unborn, a succession of federal governments has failed to take any decisive action. Canada
today is one of the only countries in the world in which abortion continues to be permitted at every stage of pre-natal
development and for any motive.
Legal or not, every abortion involves at least four victims: the unborn child, the mother, the father, and the community.
The mother’s actions, whether coerced or freely chosen, leave her wounded – in many instances for the remainder of her
life. Abortion can also cause destructive tensions between the parents themselves and with their families. While
unrestricted access to abortion continues to be touted by some as the guarantor of women’s freedom, the truth is that
abortion does nothing at all to address the very real challenges which confront a woman when she finds herself facing an
unintended pregnancy. Nor does it address any of the other conditions in a society that unjustly limit a woman’s freedom.
Abortion merely makes it easier for society to avoid its moral obligations to ensure protection and shelter for the most
vulnerable – expectant mothers, the unborn child, and all who are in need. Abortion is never a solution.
From its very beginning, and throughout its history, the Catholic Church has consistently taught that human life is
sacred, and derives its value not from any measure of “usefulness” but from its origin, hidden in the creative power of
God, and from the eternal destiny to which it is directed. The intentional killing of innocent human beings at any stage of
development is always gravely wrong. The life that begins at conception is that of a unique and irreplaceable human
being; a life, like all others, at least in some measure dependent yet genetically distinct – a human life, full of potential. As
proclaimed in The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), we hold that every member of the human family
enjoys the right to life.
Today, the sciences of embryology and genetics have placed the humanity of the unborn child beyond question. That a
new human life comes into existence at conception is not, as some suggest, “a theological opinion”; reason tells us that
each human life has the right not to be killed. As Canadians, we take pride in our record of upholding international human
rights – while at the same time failing to provide the most basic protection for the child in the womb and so contradicting
and eroding our own humanity. In our country, in order to create a society which recognizes the inherent value of human
life, we need to do more in making the choice for life a real option and opposing erroneous notions of “freedom” and
“autonomy” which pit the welfare and rights of the individual against those of his or her neighbour, friend, or unborn
child and thus also against the human community. What impoverishes one impoverishes all; what enriches one enriches
all. To those who have succumbed to the pressures to abort, we hold out the promise of divine forgiveness. God, who is
full of mercy and compassion, desires the friendship and healing of all.
With great hope and thanksgiving, the Catholic Bishops of Canada recognize that respect for life and opposition to
abortion is not, as some have asserted, merely “the Catholic” position. Over the course of the last decades, many of our
fellow Christians, members of other faiths, and those of no faith at all, have worked tirelessly with members of our own
communities to uphold the value of human life from the first moment of conception. Through these collaborative efforts,
countless vulnerable lives have been protected and mothers assisted; couples struggling with infertility have experienced
the joys of parenthood; and mercy, forgiveness and healing have been celebrated and shared throughout the community. It
is our prayer that this unity of purpose may continue to grow and flourish and that in the near future Canadian law will
offer protection for the lives of the unborn. Let us continue to try hard and do what is right so that the most vulnerable
among us will one day benefit from the protection which they are owed.
27 January 2018
+Lionel Gendron, P.S.S.
Bishop of Saint-Jean-Longueuil and President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops

1 Justice Gerard Mitchell, “Clarifying facts on Canada’s abortion law or lack of,” Letter to the Editor in The (P.E.I.) Guardian (22 May 2014), in
which he states: “None of the seven judges held that there was a constitutional right to abortion on demand. All of the judges acknowledged the
state has a legitimate interest in protecting the unborn. Even Madam Justice Wilson, who rendered the most liberal opinion in favour of a woman’s
rights, advocated an approach to abortion that would balance those rights with the state’s interest in protecting the unborn.” Gerard Mitchell is a
former provincial court judge (1975-1977), P.E.I. Supreme Court Justice (1981-1987) and Chief Justice of Prince Edward Island (1987 to 2008).
Link to the article: http://www.theguardian.pe.ca/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/clarifying-facts-on-canadas-abortion-law-or-lack-of-111599/.
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Pastoral and Sacramental
Ministry:
Reconciliation: on Sundays and
Holy Days: before Liturgies and
other days, by appointment.
Holy Communion: for the sick,
by appointment, any time.
Baptisms: by appointment.
Marriages: six months’ notice
should be given to the parish priest,
and he should be contacted before
any other arrangements are made.
Funerals and Memorials: by
appointment.
Holy Unction (Anointing of the
Sick): Those anticipating surgery,
hospitalization or treatments and
who would like to receive
anointing.
* Please, contact Fr. Pavlo if you
want to have the Divine Liturgies
celebrated in your special (such
as: In thanksgiving for favours
received, the Infirm, General
Intentions, the Deceased, Help of
the Holy Spirit, for the Travelers,
etc.) intentions.

Liturgical and Sacramental celebrations during week:
Mon., Feb. 5th – 6:30 p.m. Moleben to Merciful Christ
Tue., Feb. 6th – 9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for Rev. Fr. Mark Fesiak
Thur., Feb. 8st – 9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for Mrs. Rose Ostopowich (requested by
Rev. Fr. Joseph Ostopowich).
Fri., Feb. 9th – 9:30 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: for repose of the soul of Mr. Martin Ostopowich (requested by
Rev. Fr. Joseph Ostopowich and Mrs. Rose Ostopowich)
Saturday, Feb. 10th – 10:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: for repose of the soul of Mr. Orest Kociuba (40th Day
Memorial Service requested by the Kociuba Family)
– 4:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all parishioners.(Service in Penticton, BC)
Sunday, Feb. 11th, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all parishioners. (in English.)
– 11:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all parishioners. (in Ukrainian.)
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